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RUINING OUR CREDIT.

A most determined effort has been put
forth by the Ottawa authoritics, the Can-
adian Pacific Railway Company, and the
hireling organs of both, to ruin the credit
of Manitoba. As soon as it was per-
ceived that ordinary measures of intim-
idation would not further deter the people
of this prosince from continuing their
movement for the overthrow of railway
monopoly, other meaus had to be devised
to “check Maunitoba.,” It was no doubt
considered a happy thought when recourse
was had to the expedient of ruining the
credit of the province. Railways cost
money, ergo Manitoba must have money
to bnild the railway, erso ruin the credit
of the province and Manitoba could not
get the money, ergo Manitoba would get
no railway.  This live of reasoning was,
no doubt, followed out, for at once the
cowardly and outrageous policy of at-
tempting to ruin the credit of the prov-
ince was entered upon. By fair means or
foul means Manitoba must be checked.
The key-note was struck by the oflicial
organs of the Government and the mon-
opoly railway corporation, and soon the
whole pack belched forth in tune,

“Keeping time, time, time,
In a sort of runic rhyme.”

The monopoly organs at Montreal and
Toronto, and the Dominion Government’s
red-tape organ in London, England, were

" the first to give the cue, and ever since,

no stone has been left unturned to accom-
plish the ruin of the credit of this prov-
ince abroad in the money markets. A

.more foul and underhand attack has never

been made upon a people, than the at-
tempts which have been made to render
the railway legislation of this province
inoperative.  Under the united assault
along the entire line of Government and
monopolistic organs, the credit of the
province has been forced down a number

- of points in the world’s money markets,

and negotiations for the fHoating of the
loan for the construetion of the road, have
for the time being, been rendered unsuc-
cessful. But happily the provincial
authorities have been enabled to make
such arrangements as will ensure the com-
pletion of the road without the immediate
floating of the bonds. The result, how-
ever, has been to seriously injure the

! . . e
credit of the province, and it will likely

be some time before the damage will be
repaired.

The finaucial position. of tho provincb
has been wisrepresented. in the wost
startling maneer, especially by those
organs supposed to be more directly under
the influence of the C.P.R. Company, and
their unreliable statements have been
freely copied into the columns of other
papers, including many British journols of
standing. It has been represented that
Manitoba was rapidly approaching a finan-
cial Slough of Despond which would
necessitate a very heavy dircet tax upon
her people.  The result of all this cannot
be otherwise than to greatly injure the
country in the estimation of outsiders.
- Settlers will not come into a country
where they will be obliged to pay outrage-
ously hizh taxes. We must therefore
conclude that the policy pursued Ly the
Ottawa authorities and the C. P, R. Com-
pauy, will have a great influence in check-
ing immigration to Manitoba. In view
of all the dumage done this province, it
does seem strange that even in Manitoba,
there are not wanting journals which will
offer apologies for and even seck to shield
those who are endeavoring to accomplish
such a great harm,

As to the railway, the raising of the
funds for the construction of an independ-
ent line to the boundary, can never ser-
iously embarrass the province. The con-
struction of sixty miles of railway over a
level stretch of country, is not a very
gigantic undertaking, and the one million
of dollars invested in the road will pay a
good dividend from the very start. Be-
sides, as'a public work theroad will be
worth the amount of capital expended in
its construction, and the province could
eusily realize upon the investment, should
it be deemed expedient at any future time
to dispose of the line. Ih addition to
this, the reduction in freight rates which
will be brought about by the construction
of the road, will mean asaving to the
people of the province to the amount of
about the cost of building the railway, on
one year’s exports of grain alone. As to
the provincial aid extended to other rail-
way companies, the province holds ample
security on the lands of those corpora-
tions, for every dollar loaned them.

What other means may be resorted to,
to baulk the efforts of Manitoba to obtain
release from railway monopoly, remains
to bescen. Thereis a feeling abroad that

the provincial authorities will vet have o

l contond with serious obstacles, before the

final triumph of our cause. But firm in
the belief that we have right on our side,
we must have every confidence in ulti-
mately securing the desired end.

THE GMPIRE AND COMMSRCIAL UNION.

The question of Commercial Union
with the United States, which is now at-
trncting so much attention in some parts
of Canada, may be discussed from very
wauny standpoints, but from no point of
view is it more worthy of special atten-
tion than when considered in its bearing
upon the Mother Country. So long as
Canada forms a part of the Empire, and
enjoys the protection of Great Britain, it
is but right and proper that some consid-
cration should be given to Imperial as
well as to local interests.  When the Can-
adian people resolve that Imperial in-
terests shall have no weight in their
deliberations, then it will be time to de-
cree the separation of this country from
the Ewpire of which we form so import-
ont a part, At the present time, how-
ever, most Canadians profess an attach-
ment to the Mother Country, ‘and freely
acknowledge that it is to the advantage
of this country, for the meantime at least,
that Canada should re.nain under the
protectiou of the British flag.  If these
profes«ions of loyalty to the E npire are
genuine, and this belief of the benefits to
Canadn from British connection well
founded, it is certainly not asking too
much that Canadians should show some
consideration for Imperial interests, in
dealing with such an important question
as Commercial Union.

In dealing with these Commercial
Union proposals, enough attention has cer-
tainly not been given to the Imperial as-
pect of the case, and to the position of
this country as a portion of the Empire,
Any reference to Great Britain in the
matter has vsually been in the direction
of considering the action which the Im-
perial Government might take, in the
event of Commercial Union coming to
a practical issue.  In this connection the
conclusion has generally been jumped at,
that the Imperial authorities would raise
no objection to Canada’s burying herself
commercially in the United States. Itis
argued, that as no inteiference has been
attempted to prevent this country from
adopting a strong protective policy, which
subjects imports from Great Britain to a
heavy tax, no objections would be raised
by the British Government to the camy-



