THE CRITIC.

Our couree heing eant south east, we wero not gelling southward vory
rapidly : but every huur earried ua farther 1nto the wide tropical current,
and as nothing hike o notth west hurricane came after ua. the weather con.
tinued modorate and halmy ; several tines whilo wo wero still in protty
high latitudo it showed an aetnal mid anmmer tompemture,

Arriving in the harhor of Funchal, we find an odd looking town of about
cight thousand people, uccapying the aemi-vircular shores at the head of a
small bay on the southern sido of tho chief Madeira Island.

On cither sido of the entranee to this sound is a lofty headlaud, crowned
with oxteneive fortifications, which look as thongh they wero at lcast a thou-
sand years ohd.  OF cunrso thean antique alfaira appear ugly and imposing
enough to one who does not understand the beautiful art of modern warfare,
But wilitary men say that nineteonth century actillery would kuock them
down about ns {ust as balls and ahells would hit them,

Viewed from the water the ecity and surroundgs present a linoly
picturesque appearance  The thickly elustered buildings near its contre, the
tastofully laul out districts on ecither aide, and tho pretty onvironment of
delightful villas seatterad among lnxuriant tropteal groves, aro displayed
bofore a rango of mountains over five thouswnd feet high, and upon theso
highlands, beginning with tho lowest <lopes, cultivation is succursfully
carried on almust to the very summits,  Such low lititude farms produce
sugar cane, sweet potators, and trapical fruits, where tho Iwad is not too high ;
while farther up the steep declivities are fushioned into beamtiful terracos,
at tho proper season ndorped with excellent erops of Indian corn and
southern wheat.  The soil pear Funchal, and in fact throughont tho
Madeira Islands, ix «specially adapted to the cultivation of grapes, and
many thousinds of tuns vre nnnually used in manulacturing the celebrated
Madeira wine.  Upon their very tops the wountains are ornamanted with a
denso growth of foreat trecs, the kinds found in valleys of tempeiate
climates being wost cominen.  Heore and thero a bold crag of reddish look-
ing stono ri~es nhyve thy woeudland, which at morning and evoning when not
clouded with mist—whick is usually thoe case—reflects tho sunlight in a
great variety of beautiful tiges,

The buildings in Funchal are mostly slone, und painted white, a shade
which prettily contrasts with tho bright greon of landscapes about.

On landing, one of 11 iivst objrcts to attract our notico i8 o sort of sled
with ronners turued up at both ends,  This primntive eor.voyanco is used in
a region where sow is unkuoown, and it would seem that if tho peoplo had
made a particular cfiort to got up something not adapted to their purpose,
they could not have suceeeded better,  These clunsy contrivances ave drawn
by oxen and umployed for every purpose, from an qfternoon drive to tho
transportation of merchandise. For heavy loads they have an immoneo flat
bottomed drag, buiit something like those used in Canada to carry stone.
1t i3 said there aro less than a dozen wheelod vehicles on the Island, all of
which are the property of government oflicinic and seldom seen by visitors,

Funchal has very narrow streets, but they aro weoll paved with small
stonos set on edge ; and tho side-walks are mado from material of many
colors, and often wrought into stmingo and quaintly artistic designs. A
cathedml of hugo size is the moat prominent structure, and every fow
winutes all day long, tho monotons of its bells gently disturbs the quictness
of the tropical air. The next important edifice is a stone theatre, which
looks more like a fortress. There is also a massive old castle used for mili-
tary purposes ; aud for n signal station they have a round tower built of
pressed brick which Jooks as though an averagoe galy would turn it wrong
ond upwards, Howover it does not lnck company of its own sort, for
aumost everything in this city of other days has a tumblo down and dejucted
aspect  But such matters do not trouble the ease loving people who divide
most of their time hotween eating, drinking, nnd entertaining cach other,
and studiously pructise the recognized diplomatic law of never doing at
present whut can pos-ibly Le donw in the future.

Considering the number ot wruthsto fil}, provision, grocery, and other
stores, dispen~ing the necersties of hife, are amazingly searce.  But upon all
thoroughfares ulimust overy othor house is a liquor shop, and there is no
more restriction upon alcoholic drinks than upon weat or fruit.  Still, dur-
ing our stay in Funclwl, we saw but one intoxicated porson, und he, we
regrot to say, was u suilor belonging to our own vessel.

A number of old hulks in the roadstead are stored with coal, for which
thero is a good demand trom passing steamers. While wo wero thero a fleet
of British men-of-war glided into the harbor to replenish their fuel, and
thesp marvellous achievements of constructive genius were so unliko the rude
old fashion of overything on shore, we could casily fancy them as sailing
duwn from snother planet.

Theso were mostly steel plated ships, and two were over eloven thousand
tous burden. ILich carried about five hundred men, and guns enocugh to
destroy this anciont Portugeos settlewest, forts and all, before its sleopy
1:coplo could sufliciently wako up to make tho fst proparation for defense.
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|[POR THE cmiTIC.]
ODDS AND ENDS.

1 was turning over ,ome numbers of the Preshyterian Witness, in search
of some arlicles of Dr. Honeyiman's, whon I came across an excellont leader
on * Sacramental Wine,” aud alvo the following paragraph iu United States’
Items :=-* High license has detreased the number of saloons in Chicago,
from 18,000 to 9,000, and added nearly 81,300,000 to the revenucs of tho
city.” It would reom that it might be worth the trial ‘o raise the liconso
foos again, and seo if thoy conld not kaock off 7,000 or 8,000 moro saloona.
I do not very ofton read religious nowspapers, and was not aware how vary
good a paper tho Presbylerian Witnaes is.

Somo silly, if woll meaning, women, think it good to exercise, or . al)
oveuts parade, some crank of abstention (gonorally from some easily dis.
peused-with articlo of food) during Lant. Iet it bo mildly and deforen.
tinlly suggested, that tho sacrifico most accoptable during Lont (and, it might
be, in porpotuity), would bo thut of the delight of ¢ ovil-speaking, lying and
slandoring.” 1 only quote tho Catochistn, the who'esomo inculcations of
whioh somo 80-called lndics forgoet.

Tho Nowosis of Political Profligacy has overtakoen the so called Liborals
aud their lofty and virtuous leader in tho discomfituro and contompt which
have attended thoir flagitions conversion to the cultof  Riel. Fora
“ Pairty of Purity ' the “ Blegs” philandering was n fairly strong, not tosay
indecont, specimen of flittation.  But thoe Gtit stomach is strong, and uo one
who wilnessod the peculiar villainy which compassod (finding its appropriate
agont 1n “ Judas” Wood) thé downfall of Sandfield Macdonald, esu ba vul.
nerablo o surprise at any demonstration of tho organization of hypocrisy !
No draft is too nauscous to swgllow, The Globe is coquotting with Com:
munism. By and by it will iad Communism an uaploasant mastor, ta the
*“ ITudson's Bay " people found Riol an unpleasant master in the wintor of
1869-70, after they had coquotted with him to somo purposo, but not thar
own purjoso.

Tho Conservatives may be (liko * the Fox that lived under a treo,”) " as
wicked as can be"; but on the whole, I don't think they do quito such nasty
things as tho Grits, or mako appointents quite so unsavory. “Judas”
Wood, now, I beliove, gone to his appoiuted place, recoived the roward of
his infamy in tho Chief Justiceship of Manitoba ; and he, and the times in
which he f{lourished, romind wo of anothar hoary siuner, who, for his
uncloan services in a piece of political scoundrolism known in that day as
the * Proton Outrago,” was appointed supply ofticer to tho Mounted Police.
Being in high favor with the Grit Governimont, this unpleasant old person,
whoso sesumption was enhauced by a profession of high sanclimouviousness,
aspired to control Col, Freueh and his command. Ho was, I beliove, a petty
country storckeeper, and, like othors of his clars who havo got thomasolves
on by politics, gave himsoll airs, and was, consequontly woll snubbed by
officers of the Forco. Ho foathored his nest, however, particularly well, in
the threo or four years duting which he got the chanco.
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POLITICAiL. REVIEW OF THE WEEK.

Loxinion.—March 29th.—Caron said that the population of Mauitoba
was cstimated at 125,000, and that 79,159 imigrants had sottled in Canada
last yoar.

Woldon moved for copios of papors rolating to the Stather case. lle
said that the Government in romoving the prisouor from Dorchester to
Kingston had been guilty of a gross interfurence with tho right of overy
British subject to have his caso iuvestigated. 1o defonded the right of
tho Suprome Court of Noew Brunswick to deal with the case, and claimed
that no such outrage upon British justice had occurzed since the days of
Charles I.

Thompson donied that any retlection on the Supreme Court of New
Brunswick wae involved in the procoedings. ‘I'te prisoner was found
guilty of breach of trust in office, aud duly sentenced. but owing to aca-
dent or oversight on the part of tho clerk of the court,a correct copy of
tho sontence was not sent to Dorchester. The romoval to Kingston took
place to prevoest his discharge on a clorical orror.

Speoches were also made by Caweron, Mills, Tupper, and McCarthy,
regarding tho actiou of tho Minister of Justice.

Edgar moved for a sclect committee to consider tho condition of the laws
relating to copyright. Heargued at length on the right to legisiato with
reapect to the question, and thought that the Imporial Parliament would
have no objection to Canada dezling with the question.

Langevin stated that correspondence was now going ~n botweon the
Iinperial nud Canadian governments in reference to the copyright question,
and it would bo inconvenient to appoint a committee at present.

Mr. Mitchell moved fora return respecting the stcamers and sailing
vessels forming tho marine polico of Cunada,

Tuesday. March 30th.—The Hon. A. W. McLelan moved the House
into committee on ways and meane. Ho paid 2 high compliment to Sit
Leonard Tilley. He thought the cighteon years of Confederation were
marked with many ovidences of progress and developmont. fao 1867, we
had four Provinces, containing 338,000 aquare miles. Wo kad increased
our arca ten fold, and doubled our population,.sivse that time. Our com-
mereial, social, political, and industrial ties had. been strengthoned since
that time. ‘Tho recoipts for 1885 woro 233,200,000 Thov receipts from
customs duties woro $18,900,000, Tho increase of customs dutios of 188
was only about two per cent higher than in 187§, and such incroass was
upon luxuries imported into Canada. In England, the laboring classes paid
56 per cont of tho wholo customs duty, while in Canada it was Joss than
half that. Tho not interest in 1885 was 87,500,000, In 1867 it was
$4,600,000, tho incroass ainco that timo being less than 83,000,000 }}o
showed that the chargo por head was $1.63 at presont as against $1.40 in
1867. Tho interest on the public dobt in 1878 was groater than in 188.
During the MeKonzie adwinistration tho public debt was incrosscd at an
anaual rate of $7,800,000, whila the Liboral-Conservative Govornment bad
only increased the dobt 84,144,000 a year. [ho oxpendituro up to March
20th, 1886, was $25,958,481, of which amount tho war exponses wer
82,502,936. Tho receipts were $24,030,000, showing a surplus ovor ordi-
nary oxpondituro of $574,196. Thero wero other oxponditures, however,
which would leave a deficit of $1,450,000. The rovonuo for noxt yoear 1




