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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Grip with good sense wishes success to the effort about to be made for
o clection of 2 lady school trustee from each division of Toronto. ** Woman’s
ntle influence,” it says, has * notably improved the High School Board,
d the other body scems to need it still more, As a measure of common
astice and wise expediency women ought to be represeated in the bedy
ghich manages the affairs of the school in which onc half the pupils are
girls.” Not only ** woman’s gentle indueace,” but hersound common senss
might with great advantage be included in many boards of management.

_ The question of running the street cars on Sunday is again agitatiog
the people of Toronto, and appearances indicate that a large majority of the
eitizens of the Queen Cuty are opposed 1o the innovation. The Toronto
Week turne the matter over and looks at it all round and dnally sides with
those who oppose the introduction of Sunday cars. The Week's reason
for this decisiun 15 fear of the ultimate result of ranning Suoday cats. It
thioks it would be hikely to lead to enlarged opportunities for both business
d pleasure to be attended to on Sunday, and while it expresaly states that
docs not regard tho question as one of religious objection, holds to the
tew that faithful observance of the day of rest is the best thing for the city.
In Halifax we have not found the Sunday cars bring in their train any of
the evils feared by the Week ; they have rather aided the caunse of religion
by carrying hundreds to places of worship every weck. It is all very well
to theorize abont the question, but the. practical test is what tells. The
idea that a man may drive 1o hic carnisge on Sunday, aod 2 poor man may
not be aliowed the conveyance afforded by the street car, is not likely to
prevail for long.

The bomb throwing experiment practiced on Russell Sage by a man
whose remains have since been identified as those of Henry L. Norcrass, of
Boston, supposed to have bzca insane, has been imitated in Germany, but
not to the extcot of actusily throwing the bomb. The man 1o this case lost
nerve and cleared off, but that a wave of this sort of criminality is in motion
is indicated by the murderous attack made on Mr. Abbott, psymaster of the
Rideau Canal, on the x7th 1ast.  The affair took place in the Ridean Canal
office, where Mr. Abbott was sitting with a satchel contzining some hun-
dreds of dollar, for the payment of the hands, before him. The would-be-
tysamin and thief struck Mr. Abbott from bzhind with a piece of rabbér hose

——

filed with lead in the ead, at the same time making 8 grab for the satchel.
Mr. Abbott tried to capture his ussailant, and teceived scveral more heavy
blows, but the man finally escaped—without the booty. Even had he suc.
ceeded in currying off the satchel he would have secured but a small portion
of what he must have expectod, for the bulk of the money—about $3,000-~
was in Mr. Abbott’s pocket. It is to be hoped that Norcross' exsmple will
not be fruitful of many more of these events.

In weighing the results of the recent elections in the United States it
must be remembered that many of the elections turned upon purely local
issuce, but taken as 2 whole they hava resulted favorably to the Republicsn
Party, and weuld apparently indicate the probable success of that party in
the Presidential election of 1892. The collapss of the Farmers' Alliance,
which endeavored to work upon an independent platiorm, ensures e re.
abzorption of its members by the Republican Party, The reaction agsinat
the McKinley Bill, which was so manifest in the Autumn of 18go has
apparently spent itselt, and the people appear to be scttling down to the
conviction that the merits or demerits of the Bill cannot be determined
until it has bad a fair trial. This conviction greatly strepgthens the Repub-
lican pesition.  Wherover the free coinago of silver has come under discus-
sion the Democratic politicians have been found supporting the movement,
while the Republicans held true to s sound currency. The Republicans
will therefore have a1l the prestige which a wise conservative money policy
cen ensure,  For these three reasons we think the chances of the Republi-
cans for clecting the next President are niuch better to-dsy than they have
been for many a year. . )

If she meaos she draws, the woman who calls herself, and i» called, the
“ Little Georgia Magnet,” is well named. London (G. B.) 2eems to have
goue wild over her. Sho performs such wonderful feats—lifting six men
heaped on a chair, raising billiard cues held down by six men, makiong her-
self so heavy that strong men cannot lift her, and many other remarkable
actions, that the pubhic and the press are agape with astonishmant. Some
papers firmly believe all is done by tnckery, but just where the trick is
puzales them. This lady, Mrs. Abbott, has been an unusual sttraction at
the Albambra, where she hasbeen giving exhibitions of her prowess for some
time. A London physician writing in the Iliusirated News, inclines to the
opivion that though frail in appearance, Mrs. Abbott is really a rematkably
strong woman asd aids this strength by variouns devices known to the initi-
sted. Her claims to some abnormal force or magnetism he does not enter-
t2in for an instaot, and goes into lengthy explanation of how, from his
poiat of viow, the Jady macsges 10 do what she does. However this may
be, Mrs. Abbott has been successful in making a sensation, and probably a
goodly sum of money out of her ability to do things which ordiocry people
either do not understand or cannot perform if they did.

The Quebec crisis has been the chief political topic of interest during
the past weck, and floods of editorial ink have been expended in sctting
forth the different sides of the question. As every one is aware, Mr. Justice
Jette was taken ill at a critical time in the history of the Commission—just
when it was expected to make a report—and besides his own illness, those
ncar and dear to him were suffering, and Mrs. Jette, his mother, died but s
few days ago. The repert, which was impatiently awaited, certainly conld
not bz fully propared ucder the circumstances, and it would be uncharitable
to blame en ill and sorrewiul mon for the delay. In tbc meanwhile Judges
Baby and Davidson presented a report unfavorable to the Mercier Govern-
ment, upon which Licut -Governor Augers immediatsly dismissed his advi-
sors—a course that has excited much criticism, and it is questioned whether
it is constitutional, Tt has been stated, and is geoerally understood, that
Judge Jette does not concur with the other members of the Commission, but
we have no means of knowing if this be correct  The new premier is Mr.
De Bouchersiile, snd the legislature will probably be formally cslled on
December 29'h.  The Lieut.-Governor will open the House and give a
syoopsis of what has occurred during the last three months, after which
the House will be diesolved, and the elections will follow shortly. Mr.,
Mercier hasissued 2 wmanifesto to the Lieat.-Goveraor statiog that the pre-
liminaty report upon which Mr. Aggers bases bis right to dismiss him, is
the report of two partizans, from which he has dragged an unjust and up-
founded opinion oo tbe investigation. We believe in turniog boodless out,
but it must be dooe constitutionally, and if the stealing of $100,000 and its
distribution amongst the members of the Mercier Goveroment—excepting
Hoo. Messrs Ross, Shehyn, Boyer and Dahamel—has been proved by the
investigation, the process would be no less sure because of a little judicions
delay. It wou'd appecar to be'a simple question to settle whether Governor
Angers acted within his rights, and pzrbaps when the violent talk on both
sides has ceasod, some constitutional autho:ity, Dr. Boutinot probably, will
pronoynce on the matter,



