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On the 10th September soon atter daylight
the American squadron was discovered at
anchor in Put-in-bay, the British =quidron
immediately bore up with the wind from the
South-west to bring the enemy to action.
Captain Perry thereupon got under way to
meet the dritish who at 10 a.m. by a sudden
shift of wind 10 the South-cast were thrown
to leeward of their opponents. Capt. Bar-
clay who curried his broad pendant on board
the Detroit, s0 stationed his vessels that
those whowere the nearest to an equality of
force in the two squadrons might be opposed

to each ather. The line was thus formed:
Schooner ........... Chipperca.
Ship..ccoviavaen... Detroit.
Ship ... ....... ...Queen Charlotte.
Brig... ... ..... Hunter.
Schooner . .... <.« . Lady Prevost.
Sloop. . ... ... L. Little Belt.

At 11 h. 45 m. the Detroit commenced the
action with the Lawrence carrying Captain
Perry’s broad pendant and supported by
the schooners Ariel and Scorpion, and altho’
the matches and tubes were so defective
that pistols were obliged to be fired at the
touch holes of the guns as before stated, yot
so well were they fought by the Canadian
militia soldiers and seainen. that after nn
engagement of two hours the Lawrence was
knocked a'most to pieces.  Commodore
Perry being obliged toleave her, she struck
her colors but could not be taken possess
ion of as the Detroit having sailed with only
one boat had that knocked to pieces by =
round shot and the American nig as gsoon
as she dropped out of gun shot re hoisted
her colors. N

Captain  Perry repaired onr  board the
Niagara whichi was then warily engaged with
the Queen Charlotte using his long guns
being supported by two heavy schuoners,
she inflicted severe loss on that vessel kill-
ing her captain and disabling his licutenant,
she was fought for some time by the uificer
next in command, provincial Lieutenant
Irvine, but she could not succeed in getting
the Ameiican vessels within munge of her
24 pounder carronndes and after suffering
heavy loss was obliged to strike her colors.

The Deotroit had been disabled by the
severe action with the Lawrence, the Niagara
was now Inid athwart her bows while some
of the schoaners lay on her guarters, a fierce
contest ensued which continued till Captain
Barclay was most dangerously wounded,
his lieutenant and eight out of the ten sea-
men on board killed, her colors were then
struck; the Hunter and Lady Prevost sur-
rendered at the same timeas did the Chip-
pawa and Little Belt soon afterwards.

In this well contested seton the Biitish

lost 3 officers and 38 men killed, 9 officers |

and 53 men wounded, total 41 killed and
94 wounded. OUn the American side there
were 27 men killed and 96 wounded, of

which 22 was killed and 61 wounded on
bourd the Lawrenco alono.

Captain Barclay with his surviving officers
and seamen was triod in 18§4 for tho loss of
the squadron and most honorably acquitted
with o very flattering testimonial to his gal-
lantry and professional skill, but although
this brave officer had lost his right arm
many years beforo and his left rendered
useless by a wound in the action,_on Lake
}]g{l’g he was not promoted to Post rank till

There can bo very little doubt that the
loss of the weather guage decided the fate
of this action, badly found as the Brit-
ish squadron undoubtedly was, it had de.
cidedly ths best of the engagement up to
the time whoen Captain Perry took command
of the Niagara which he prudoently kept out
of the rango of the 24 pounder carronades
of the Quoen Charlette,

1he immedinte result of the action swas
the disgraceful retreat of Proctor frem Am-
herstburgh, his dilatary proceedings and
final rout at Moraviantown with the surren-
der of nearly the whole of tho 4lst regi
ment, the death of ‘l'ecumseth, and the last
great battle of the Indians with their white
foes.

On the 3rd of June 1813 two American
armed  sloops appeared in sight of the
British garrison at Isle aux Noix, in the
river Richelieu the effluent of Lake Cham-
plain. As theriver is very narrow and it
was impossible to manceuvre it is hard to
conceive their object in thus tempting fate.
Three gun boats got under way to attack
them, and the crews of ten row hoats arnd
two batteaux were Janded to annoy them in
the rear.  After a contest of two hours and
o half the two sloops surrenderéd, they
proved to be the Growler and Eagle sloop
of 11 guns and 50 men oach. The British
had three men wounded, the Americans one
killed and eight severely wounded. This
capture was accomplished by a detachment
of the 100th Regiment and some of the
Royal Artillery under the command of
Major Taylor.

On the Ist of August, some officers and
seamen having arrived from Quebec an
expedition was fitted out consisting of the
two sloops, thres gunboats and several bat-
teaux containing about 1000 troops under
the command of Colonel Murray, the
flotilla commanded by Caxl)t. Thos. Everard,
late of the 18 gun brig—Sloop Wasp.

hislittlearmament enteredthe American
port at Plattsburg, where the soldiers were
landed, the American Militia driven away,
all tho arsenals, block-houses, . rracks and
stores of overy description, together with
the extensive barracks at Saranac were
destroyed. They then vproceeded off Bur-
lingPon and Swinton in Vermont where tney
seizedl and destroyed several sloops laden
with provisions and did considerable njury.
All tnis time the United States troops
4,000 strong lay at Burlington, only 24 miles
distant, under the commmand of Major
General Hampton.

The American naval force on the Lake at
this time consisted of tho President of 12
guns, the Commodore Preble and Mont-
gomery of 11 guns ench, the Francis of 6
guns, two gun boats of one 18 pounder each,
and six scows of one 12 pounder each.

Itis evident that the British could not
lay claim to all the imbecility which charac-
terized the conduct of uiearly all the princi-

pal officers engaged in this contest rendered
i meniorable by its blunders.

. While the actic.:onLake Erie lnid the west-
eru frontier open to invasion, and Proctor’s
defeat at Moraviantown removed the only
'obstaclo between the inyaders and Burling:

ton hoights, the indomitable spirit of the
Canadian Militin not only provouted thoem
reaping any advantage from this circum
stanco, but actually inflicted a sevore defeat
upon a dotpchment of over 400 men en
trenched at a place called Battle Creck,
six miles onst oP Wardsville, in tho County
of Middlesex, and withi:; 21 miles of Proc
tor’s defoat ten montls after.

The circumstances which contributed to
Barclay's dofeat havo been narrated, the prin.
ci%al being the loss of the weather guage, the
others merely aggravated that accident: in
thosae days of steam it may scem strange to
say that a shift of wind should be attended
with such momentuous consequences, but
when it alone was tho on'y motive power,
the groat business of a seaman’s life was
the study of the laws by which it is governad
and its application to the purposes ho had
in viow, this involved a practical knowledg.
of natural philosophy and mechanical science
unknown at the time outside the profession,
und no doubt had its effect in shaping the

eculine character of the mariner's of Old

Sngland,

Taught from early boyhood to confran
danger without fear to deal with tho most
subtle of all elements, to controut and
render it obedient, to be prompt and self
reliant in action, the extraordinary deeds of
daring and enterprise which the history of
this war unfolds will lose much of its mar-
vollous character if the cause by which such
efforts were produced is closely studied.

Barclay has been blamed for going into
action with an ill found squadron the com
mand of which had been refused by another
officer, but it is evident he simply did hi
duty aB a seaman by refusing no task assign
ed in the service of lus Country however
desperate, and although Cupt, Mulcaster,
niay have saved his professional reputation
whatever that might be yet it was done at
the expense of s Country’s interest.

Af victory had crowned Barclay’s action
the cnse of the formers reputation would
not have saved him from the imputation of
less respectable motives, snd would have
amply illustrated the axiom *'.hat the
t“path of duty is the path of honor and
¢ safety.” Uad the wind continued in the
south-enst for 2() miuutes after the action
commenced so as to enable the Queen
Charlotte to clrse withthe Niagara the
American Squadron would have been an
chored at Amherstburg as prizes before
nightfall.
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By way of celebrating the tenth anniver
sary of his birthddly in a manner befittng
his rank, ‘¢ Prince Friedrick Wilhelm Victor
Albert of Prussia’® (the son of the Princess
Royal of England) ‘‘has been appointal
second lieutenant in the Ist Regiment of
Foot Guards, and been placed @ la suiteof
the Ist battalion (the Berlin battalion) of
the 2nd Regiment of Landwehr Guards”
On the morning of the eventful day ho
Royal grandfather and Commander-in-Chief
presented the young Prince, who is a fine
boy for his age, with his first uniform and
the insiguia of the Order of the Black Eagle.
The Prince, having duly equipped limself
with the appurtenances of bis new dignity,
in accordan~s with miiitary etiquette report
ed hiraself to the King, who was graciously
pleased to express bis satisfaction with the
military bearing of the new officer. A
child’s party at the Crown Prince’s Palsce
concluded the day.

The new iron clad *“Hercules™ has joined
tho channel fleet at Lisbon. She has on
board all her 600 pounder Armstrong guns.




