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THE LIT TLE FOL K.
THE BLUE BIRD.

A glint of blue fltuenath the sky,
Amlid the merry liay.tiîmo ;

A lvig gvm. light.winged and ahy,
I.tjuling Ità briel play-timie.

Now perched upon &n alJ.er spray
'liist benda Leneatlî it. liplitties».

IL gR"'<» unie the dewy day
A vol t and sud-len brightne4s.

And tram Ica littie tlirebLbing thrciat.
Cornes IlTwitter. twitter. twitter 1"

* swoct, a swift, a alender note,
Blut nover one tlat'a bitter.

A chtery voice thst tells of Spricag.
At rosy dawn and alter;

'The lusy Illut bird carolting
I. song of love and laughter.

-A. T. Schuman ini May St. Nichulaa.

JOASH.

Among ail the stories tbat wc read in the Bible
about tbe Kings ai Judah and Israel, there are fcw
more- interesting than the stary ai baw littie Joash
was made king wben he was but seven years aid.

1>oor littie fela i 1 b ad a wicked grandiather.
Jchoram, who married a daugbtcr ai Ahab, King ai
Isracl, and, belped by bis bad wifc, Ilwrotight that
wbicb was cvii in tbe sight ai the Lord," and a
wickcd father, Abaziah.

Now wbcn Abaziah wvas dead, bis mother Athaliah
dctcrmined ta rule tbe kingdom. Sbe worshippcd
the false gad Baal, and she knew that Jebu bad killed
a great number ai bis pricsts and worsbippers in
Israel, sa that unless she cauld 'have matters ber own
wvay in Judah, vcry sooni there wauid be no idolaters
left. Sa this wicked woman gave arders that al
Ahaziah's sans and nepbcwvs shauid bc put ta dcatb,
in arder that therc migbt bc flanc ta claini the thrane.
Sa for six ycars she ruled the land, and opcniy wor-
shipped Baal.

But she did not know tbat wbcn ail the other
princes wvcre killed, a littie baby son ai Ahaziah's
bad been savcd alive. This little cbild, only a year
old, had a brave aunt, Jehoshabeath bis fal.her's bahf-
sister, wbo took hlm and bis nurse and bld hl-im in the
bed-cbamber. Not in a bedroom such as you sleep
in evcîy n:gbht. but a roorn in wvhich the bcds wcre
kept. In the East people sleep cbitiy on nmattresses
laid an the fluor, iwbch by day are -olled up and put
away in a special raom. It wvas amang thr-se ralis of
bedding that this kand, good %%omnan bid the p.,)or
little baby and bis -nurse.

Jchoshabeath w m the %%iic ai Jchalada, the highy riest, and as sou-n as it was s-ale she carricd littIe
joash into the Temple, -4nd ' cpt hlm hidden there.
No one but herslf anu bei iusband sccm ta bave
known who the baby ivas, and tbere c ewas brought
uju quiezly t'ii be %vas -,cen > canrold. Those must
have been sIx !:ad ) car.% fur the fa..ithful ê.shipr
at God, fior * that w îcked w uman," Athaiiah, as the
Biîble~ cails her, had set up a temple ta Baal nat far
off, and ber sons ha%. cvcn broktià duw.n j'aTt of the
Temple, and takcn sacrcd things irom it for thcir
idoi-worship.

But we mav ather frin the story that the people
ai Jcrusalcm did notI love Athaiiah. and wvbcn lattie
jc-.ta-h wvas seven ycars olI, Jebolada tbaught the
lime had corne ta iahze him king This lZood piest
got the chici c..î,tains ùf the ;trm% ta take bis side,
and he sent for ail the Lcv;te-s from ail the cit:cs of
Judah, and gathecd them tu:ýcther at jerus-alem.

Then hc brought eut the hittle king in the sight of
thcem aIl, and set a cr<wvn tipin Iii' hcad, and the
IBcIk ùf the Law ;n bis band. and anointcd lm, and
cricd, " G Ld save the king 1'

Does it înot rcinînd y.ýu Of boiw our own Qucen
was% crowncd -'nd anoint,.d, and a Bible givcn into
lier hand, while the peaople shoutcd in U'estmiister
Abbcy? Aftcr althese buîsdredsoaiycars wecrown

aur kings stili, yau sec, as tbe Jcwish kings wvere
crowned of aid. They too arc God's anointed.

Yo.. can imagine how deiightcd the people wcre
to sec the littie king, and bow they camne running ta
thc Temple, shautîng and cryîng 1 There wvas such
an uproar tbat Athaliah berseif heard it, and came to
sec wvbat had bappened.

Up ta the Temple camne that proud, wicked
wvohîîan, arîd thcre, set on a platform in the vast open
space, she saw ber littie grandsan, whomn she thoughit
wvas dcad, with bis crawvn af gald. And ail raund
hlm %were the saldiers with their flashing weapons,
and the whitc.rabed priests, and the trumpeters, and
ail the people af the land rejaicing and singing.

Then she rent ber clathes in despair, and cricd,
"Treason ! Treasan 1" for she felt ber reign was over.

And tbe soldiers; wauld have kiiied ber then and
there, but the priest 'iauld have no anc siain in the
bauw e af the Lord, so they draggcd her awvay ta the
gate af ber awn palace, and there tbey kiiled ber as
she bad causcd sa many athers ta be kiiled.

Yau wauld think, wauld yau nat, that Jaash would
neyer farget that great day, anci the kind priest wvho
bad sheltered hitm sa lang, and given him back his
kingdam. But alas 1 though .jaash, did what was
right as lang as Jebajada livcd, aftcr tbe aId man dicd
bc feli inta the cvii ways af bis farefatbers, and wor-
shippcd idois again. And when the san af jeholada
rebukcd the people, and tbreatcncd tbem with punish-
ment fram Gad, they grcwv furiaus wh:h hin, and the
king was furiaus tao. IlIn the court af the bouse af
tbe Lard," tbe very place where Jehajada the priest
had praclaimed Jaash king in bis boyhaad, tbcy
stoned Zecbariah the son of jehafada ta death by
tbat vcr king's command.

Wicked and ungrateful, was it not ?
And yet, cbildren, bave wve nlot aIl been made

beirs ta a kingdamr far greater than that of Joash ?
And how much gratitude do we oiten show ta the
Eider Bratbcr iwbo laid down His lueé that aurs
mi-ht be saved ?

DO AS YOU ARE BlD.

"Do as yauare bid." Da ycuremnemb;r mather
or nurse saying these wvords ta you wben yau wcre
quite a little cbild ? And y-ou perbaps feeling that
yau did flot vvant ta do the tbing, why should yau'-
wvhy, whv?

A little cbiid cannat always undcrstand the why
of obadiencc, and indeed it is best that it should Iearn
ta do as it is bld without ask-ing " iwby," since it is a

p)lain duty that children should do as the), are told.
Wben tbcy grow aider they wiil sec the answcr to
that W'hy, and rca'ize that it is ail for their good that
thcy should do cS.actly %vhat their parcnts or their
nurse tell thcm. A little boy 1 wviil tell you ai would
bave lost bis lueé if he bad notlearned ta be obedient
ta bis fatces first word.

ùis name w~as Tommy, and anc wintcr's day his
father, M.Nr. Fraser Tytler, took bim and bis brother
Sandy ta skate on thc lake in Regcnt's Park. The
ice broke, and Tommy and bis father feul tbrough into
dep watcr, Sandy %vas snatched awvay by another
gentleman just in time. As he sank k ithe cold watcr
littie Tommy caught hold of bis father, who told hlm
nlot tuocry, tior ta strug le, but just iouictly ta hold an
te bis sîceve. Tbis Tom my did, wvhile the icemen
an the pond ran a long ladder near the haole, and
prcscn*tly got Tommy and bis father out He %vas
carried horne, put in a wvarni bath, and then wrapped
ini hot blanckets, -ça that hie tool, no harrn.

H-is fathcr wroitc in a letter soon after, " Ccrtainly
nathing couid bc bcttcr than Tommy's behaviaur.
Thc little mian implicitly obecd me, not sbcdding a
tear or uttcring a saund, which the people %vho saw
bis diminutive si;.c scemed much astonishcd at, anc
gentleman caliirg hlm ' a little hero. "

If Tommy had not Iearncd ta bc obedient on dry
land, hc never %vouid bave been able ta kccp quiet
in the coid water, as bis father bid bim, and if bc had
scrcamced or struggicd hc wauid'probably have been
drowned.
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