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FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lysson X].—Sepr. 9.—Joun Il11., 1-16.
(Fesus and Nicodemus.)

GoLpex Text.—* God 80 loved the world that he gave his only
bugotton Son, that whosoovor behieveth :n him should not perish
but haveoscrlastng life.” John iis : 16,

CrstraL TRUTi.~ Regeneration.

Asatysia, —The Earnest Inquirer. (vs. 1,2, 4, 9.) The Divine
Teacher. (va 3, 5.8, 10:16.)

Tine ANp Prace.—DPassover Woek (March.April.) a.p. 27, in
Jerusalem.

Exrraxatony —=Tie Srxxer arren Truti.—Vs. 1, 2. Nicodemus
—n Greek nume, meaning Conqueror of the People, but was in
common usc antong the Jews,  All we know of him is recorded by
John. Furst. A Puanrisee. The strictest and most religious aect of
the Jewa, who behoved 1n & futurcestate, studied thoScriptures, and
wero looking for the Messiah, whom they oxpeoted to beatemporal
deliverer and king.,  Second. A MEMBER o THE SANHEDRIN. A
ruler of the Jows. This plirase is indefinito; but it would uypcar
from John vir: 50 that he belongod to the Sanhedrin, a body of
about aeventy men, whose positio., was dignified and inuch respected.
Therd A Scuansk An suthorizoed religious teacher, as we loarn from
verse 10, Fourth, A Max or Great INvLUENce. Tradition reports
huin to bavo been a man of great wealth and o rigid observer of the
Puarisawe forins.  F3fth. His Later Lire. Twice,lateron, we obtamn
a glimpse of Nicodemus. After this interview fie scems to have
become a secret disciple, or at least strongly inclined to accept of
Jusus as the Messiah, for he, in 8 manner, defended Jesus beforo
the Sanhodrin & yoar or 8o after this interview (John vii : 50). But
1t was not Uil the crucifixion that he came out boldly and decidedly
as 8 discrple of Jesus (John xix : 39).

Tue Traciurn SENT yrox Gon,—The true teacher was (1) sent
from God, taught of God. (2) He knew tho truth (va. 11.13. (3)
taught the truth.  (4) Ho came with proofs of his authority, deeds
that showed that God was with him, and wero signa of God’s good-
will, kindnoss, power, and opposition to all evil.

Tug First Grrar EssExtiar Nrexp or Husavity,—Nxw Lirvg
rroxt Anove.—Va. 3.8. Except a mnan (any ono) bo born again, or
ancte, ho cannot sco the kingdom of God. The doclaration is
explicit that & new spiritual hic 1n necessary; not only to euter into
but even to form any corroct conception of ths kingdom of God.
Christ's answer is oquivalent to, ** 1t is not learning, but life, that is
wanted for Messiah's kingdow, and life must begin by birth.”
Except a tian bo born of water and of the Spirit.  Our Lord here
spenks of the socond birth as comploted by two agencics, water and
l,n: Spint.  John the Baptist baptized with water for tho remission
of mns, but he was alwayazareful to disclaim power to baptire
with the Holy Ghost. His baptism symbolized the washing away
of win from the aoul.  Assurance of pardon John was empowered to
guive. Those who humbly submitted to hix baptism with confession
of their rins went from it forgiven and cleansed. But more was
neoded, A new lifo in the soul itnplanted by the Holy Spirit, a new
love, a new purpose, & new motive power, now affoctions. The
declamtion is th:at no man can enter the kingdom of God except by
(1) & public ackunowlodgment and confession of mn, & public putting
ofl of the old man and entering into the new ; and (2) & roal and
vital change of lifo and character wrought by the Spirit of God in
m the heart of the beliover. By the ono act he entera into the
visiblo and external Xingdom ; by the other, into the spintual and
wvistble kingdom,

Tux Trxmixosy or Jistk—(1) As to theso spiritual and
external things, wo need the authority of one who knows. Hence
we have the testimony of an oyc-witness. (2) Jesus Christ was
po uliacly fitted by his naturo to make this rovelation to un.  Being
tind, he knew all things.  Every hope, every possibility was plain
to him, and what ho roveals to us from heaven bears the stamp of
perfect, universal treth,

Application and Illustration.

Bury Acais. - An old Irishman having chanced to hear the
oxpreasion, ** Yo must be born again,” was greatly cxerciaed as to
namoamng At length his anxicty became unbearable, and sick in
body and sl he dmgyzod himaself to a mull noar by, and asked for
one of the proprictors, whom ho kuew was a Christian. Ho was
not 1, but lus partner went to him.  ** Well, Mike, do you want a
drink? Hero'w a aapencee for you,” he said.  ** No,” aaid the old
man. refusng the cnn, ** Iam dying, and unleas I'm born again I
van never see the Kingdom of God.  What init to bo born again.”
Touched by his carncatness ho aent for tho Christian partuer, who
ol Leek the ol man to the hosputal and on the way gave hun
Christ's auawer to s question.  The neat day he called carly, and
asked, ** Well, Mike, Ju you know what *bora aga n* moans now.”
Rawming hameelf in his besd, he rrplied, ** Not altogether; bat if
listang ain, and loving Chniat is being born again, I ambornagain”
And a0 he went home.  He had learned tho mystery, *¢ Everyono
that Ioveth i born of Gonl.™

When the samntly Summerfield was lying ill he was asked by a
clerman, ** How old are you ?™  Hinanswer was' **I was born at
Ureston, 1n England, in 1798, and waa dora again at Dablin, in
Treland, in 18177 Hais reply lod to the conversion of the then
unrepcneratod minister.— S, 8. Lesson Ilustrater.

Gop s Lo Tk Woxrnn, —* Darling, don't you think that
wonderfol * ~ asked w mother 10 her httle girl, as she read to her
dae m- 16 ** No, mother,™ replied the child. ** And why not,

The Presbyterian Review.

doar ?” was thoe surprised enquiry,
one, **it is just like God.”
; Gg‘numxu GoLp.—Men caunot carn life, so God gives it. Rom.

vi: 23,

As tho fish cannot live on land, so cannot the natural man dwell
in Heaven, V., 3.

The **how " of honeat inquiry acver goes unsatisfied. V. 4.

As the unscen wind is manifested in its effects, 8o is the unsoen
Spirit rovealed in the lives of new born mien. V. 8,

Wo have in this lesson tho ¢ must * of mau, and the ** must ” of
God. Regeneration and Propitiation. Va. 7, 14,

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

Daily Readings.

First Day— Doath or life—John vi : 47-58,

Socond Day—Sin or holinesa—1 Joha v : 12.21.

Third Day—Poverty or plenty—Isa. xxxii :9-20.

Fourth Day—Unrest or peace—Ps. lxxviii : 12-35,

Fifth Day—Weakness or strength——Ps, xviii: 1-50.

Sixth Day—Sorrow or joy—~Pa. xliii: 1.5,

Seventh Day— Tie ALTERNATIVES—John iii : 16-21, 31, 36.

Praver Meetixa Toric, Sept. 9.— The Alternatives,” Jno.
ifi : 16-21, 31, 36. A younglady lay dying. Her pastor was by her
bod-sido pleuding with her for Christ.  Her answer came withawful
decision, ““ I can’t, Ican’t! Two Sundaysagoss you solemnly urged -
the need of conversion I wrote something awful in my hymn book,
and I can't take it back 1"’ Thus rejecting Christ her soul went out
into tho darkness. Inher hymn book the sorrowing pastor found
these three dreadful words, “I'l) chanceit ! Comrades in Chris-
tian Endeavor mako this meeting one of docision. Use every effort
to gather to it those you know to bo unsaved, your associate mem-
bers and others of your church unconnected with tho Society. Let
no one leave tho meeting without feeling that the alternative, life
or death, dopends upon their choice.

cceive NO{ondemnation.
Rejcct. . CHRIST Condemned already.

*“The next step ” should be urged upon associato members, and
some opportunity given to all for decision. May God bless this
topic to the saving of souls throughout the world. Reforence
passages: Gen. xiii: 8-133 Dent. xxx:15-20% Josh. xxiv: 14, 153
1 Kings xvui: 21, 36-39; Matt. iv:18.22, vii: 13, 14, xxi:28.30;
Luke xiv : 25.30.

Joxior Toric, Sept. 9.—¢* Christ’s Scholars ; who were sonio of
themn, und what did they learn!” Simon and Andrew learned to
be fishers of men, (Matt. iv:18, 19.) Nicodomus learned the need
of being born again, and that *¢ God so loved the world,” (Juno. iii:
1-21.) The womanat tho well learned of the water of life, and
truc worship, (Jno. iv:7-26.) Tcachers of Juniors., learn how
Jesus taught. He talked fishing to tho fishermen; water to the
woman at tho well ; and theclogy to the learnod Pharisec.

*“ Bocause,” answered thelittle

The First National Chinese C. E. Convention.

The first annual convention
of the United Society of Christ.
ian Endeavor for China was
hold last Junc in the City of
Shanghai. Delegates were pre-
sent from north, south and cast,
the greater number being native
Chinesc. Among the eleven
banners which decorated the
convention inccting place, was
ono bearin%m immerse dragon
with :“?ol cn cross planted on
Qe its head.  ““China for Christ,”
*was tho sentiment which found
greatest favor among the many
devices.

Endeavor work in China was
beguon in Foochow in 1835, and
hers the first ono to take the
pledge wasa My, Ling. Within
the last few ycars tho Societ,
has grown rapidly, and now
. among the 50,000 converts of

China there are 1,069 Endeavorsrs.
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Ir. Lixe, or¥ Foocnow,

The first Chincee Christian En-
deavorer.
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Christian Endcavorers are retuming now from thar holidays,
and socictics will bo planning for their winter campaign. Wo
would like to hear from you on two points. First, what did you
do for C.E. daring your vacation? Sccond to what work are you
going to dovoto vourselves during the winter? Drop usa postcand.

We will consider it a favor.

An Enghish pastor, 1 a printed addrees to his people, says: I
am porsuaded that everywhere in Christ’s Church the great require-
ment is not more mcelinfi. more organizations, more active work,
bu; first more loiture to look into his face. For extensity of work
you need intensity of life ; for moch labor you need much life. Is
he our life? If wo arto too busy to walk with Christ, wo are only
idly busy.” Do not theso words shaw us why many Christians are
cyphers in the church and the world *—Inguirer,



