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and 35 gave nothing at nil. These tacts can flot bo
regnrded ns tully satistactory ; and indced wvould have
becn vcry scrious, had it not beci for a state of things,
muclh ta bc dcplorcd iii aur Cburch, viz. : the vacancy
of a good many of the congregations, once on the list of
scttlcd augmentcd charges. The burdcn ofsupplemcnt-
rnng thcir owvn liberality so as ta pay for thc supply thecy
havc cnjoytid, rcndcrcd by missionarics placcd ovcr thcmi
for a ycar or mûre, or by a succession of itincrant
ministers hns fallcn upon thc Home Mission Fuid ;
which, in consequcncc, has gone ccinsiderably into dcbt.
Had these ail bccn drnwing tram thc Augmcntntion
Fund, ais in a perfectly hcnltby stntc thcy wvould do, thc
reccipts wvould flot havc becn sufiucient, by at lcast
$2000, ta meet the dcmnands oftthe schcme. Thcrefore,
although the balanc in tavor af tie Fdnd bas gone up
ta aver S4o00-at which figure it ouglit ta bc kcpt as n
comiortable wvorking balance-it is really flot a matter
of congratulation, sincc it procceds flot trom an over-
flowing strcam of libcrality falling inta the trcasury ; but
tram a diminished outiet, causcd by the withdrawa.l
tram the benieficcnt influence of the schcmre, of somne of
the needy places it once gladdencd. O1 1Y 42 caflgrcga-
tions, as compared with S0 the previaus ycar, rcceivcd
aid tram the Fund calling for a disbursemcnt Ot $7064,
ncarly $300 less than the previous ycar. There is a
gratifying increase of $689 in local contributions ta
stiicnd ; but there is noa case, ihis yenr, of a congrcga-
tion abandoning aid tram the Fund, anld assuming the
fulhl salary of its ministcr. V/e can only. point ta i i as~
yet, wvho have grown int sufflcient strength, by the
aid of the Fund, ta wvalk without tbis financial support.
At the April meeting of the Committee, therc woe 55
applications for assistance; and 46 of them wvere prom-
ised aid ta the amount Of $7810, while 9 of thcmn were
deferred, either because they were vacant or for want
of sufficient information ta enable the Committee ta
den] ivth thcm nteligently. The permnission ofAssem-
bly is asked for the Committee to treat ail thcse, and
nny new cases that may came up, according ta the
rules. There are four congregatians, that do flot qualify,
an the list passed by the Cammittee; but they are ail,
in the opinion of the Committee, dcservinly of recogni-
tion, and the Assembly is asked ta sanction the grants
ta tlîem, as well as ta, the othcrs.

Drop in tho sus- The Sustentation Fund receipts this
tontation Fanit. year have been so much decreased that

the Frc Church bas found it necessary ta reduce the
grants in the case of 6oo ministers ta the extent of Lia
cache and in the case of several hundreds ta, £5 each.

aothrliov.nont The Free and Uniited Preshyterian
for Union. Churches are taking practicat steps

for union, and so far the harmony and good feeling
wvhich ought ta exist between kindred religiaus bodies
have flot bcen disturbcd by the ever wvatchfül opposition.
Wbat the future will bring forth flanc can tell, but there
are predictians of bitter hostility ta incorporation %vith
the U. P's. on a basis oftVoluntaryism.

rntr=mota The question of instrumental music in
Mtunai2churoh. church agitated the Irish General As-

senibly considerably. In 1886 a truce wvas ontcred
inta betweea the leliberty men " and the anti-organ
section, thut, for the sake of unity and pence of the
church, no dist-ussion should be indulged in on the
merifs of ti.. question by the General Assembly. It

scemis samne ot tîte nnti's becarne restive uîuler tic re-
striction and a committee reported against the congre-
gation of Ilowth for using a harmonium. Tlic repart
provoked a long and %warni debate ending liawvever
withaut prattical result. The bretbiren ici lrcl.1nd arc
still far from a tramie ot mind ihat will toîcrate instru-
mental music for general uise iii thecir churcb.
Tho nay oflam& A letter tramnc a ged Dr. W. A. Booth
contains the folloving pitlîy sentences: " I have becn
an observer of mast of the churcli controversiez cf the
last sixty-ive yenrs. Thiey have liad t1icir day, and are
almost torgotten. Finneyism, Puseyisme and Bush-
nellism, and manny otbcrs have disturbed and ganc.
Wliat there wvas of goad in citîter of them romains. Sa
wve may regard l3riggsism. Dr. Ilriggs' influence lias
diminisbed of late, anîd be lias largely censed ta bc a
factor in the proscrnt controversy, and lus isni %vill boon
take its place witb the athers."

Tho Lapaod Thie never failing cry about tbc lapscd
mAaaLs masses is again hieard tliroujliout the

length ,ind bruadthi of the Old Land. Tlîe reports of
the Synods and Assemiblies emphiasizcd it. Thero arc
some wvho describe this plaint as a perpetual wvhine, and
wvho regard thc complainers as pessimists. There are
lapsed masses, non-church guers, in every community
anci tbe churcli that does flot recagnize the tact and lier
duty in the promises is unfaithful ta ber charge. The
question is anc ot grent importance, and it is well tduat
the Old Country churches arc flot contented ta sit wvitli
tolded arms whilc thousands around anld amang them
are perishing for the bread of lite.
ChargoofGarbitns The Trfflh says :-Rcv. James Johns-
tho 5acred Boo"u ton bas convicted Prof. Max Muller
of the grossest dishanesty in editing IlThe Sacrcd
Books at the ]East."~ Ile charges and proves tbat tic
Professor lias omitted large portions without the
sligbtcst intimation that these had been loft out, and,
thveeore, making a total taise impression as Io Vic
character of these books. 6' Mon challenged, the
Pratessor trankly admittcd that he bad left out partions
for the vcry sufficient rensons, tlîat if be bad trans-
lated thora as they exist in the ariginals, bc would
have been persccuted for publishing obscene literature."
Yet these are the books Iauded ta the skies at the Par-
liament of Religions amid the clapping of vàiite-handcd
American wvomen.

Awau irrom A wvail camnes tram Pastor A. Brocher,
solsgcim. of Brussels; for the presenit condition

of bis country, wvhich be says is given almast entirely
over ta Roman Catholicism. Mlorality is very low,
dirinking and other forms of vice being extremely pre-
valent amang zil classes, The wvork of evangchizing
Belgitim bad been begun by Swiss missia'îarics in thc
sixtcentb century, but the wvork had languished and
nearly disappeated, Miben fifty-fivc years aga it bad been
recommenced. At that time there wvere only four Pro-
testant places of wvorship ini Belgium, and these wverc
mostly attended by forcigners. At the proserit day thcy
have twventy-fline churches fully equipped in every way
for carrying out the evangelisation of the country. To
cacb of these churches arc attached out statio,;.s, whiere
Divine wvorship is regularly conducted. Colporteurs
they also have for going over the country selling liter-
ature and holding meetings wvbenever possible. By
these and other means an effort is bcing made to spread
the Gospel among the people.
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