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]1111hi,\CI11NG- OVER 111E II1EADS OF T11E LITTLE ONES.
lIt is no uneoniunon thing ta hecar ruinisters coniplained aof for preaeîinig

aver the hieads of' thecir people ; b-it hiow few think aof taking up tic gaunitlet
specially on beiaif' of the littie anes! I say specially, because I suppose thiat
chiildrcîî are in a generai way inciuded in the people. And yet how miany
ninîsiters in their preparation for the dcsk scem to loso sight of the laiab- uf'
the fluckz, or to forget tliat inucli tliat applies ta babes in Christ is applicable
ailso to childr-en, and that for nieither is Ilstrong mneat" good. And the inure
I thiink of the subjeet, the lcss I arn inclined to wondcr that during public
%wor.hip thiere arc so înanv impatient, restless littie ones, withi brighit ~
wvandering ail over the ehurel inl seareh of amusement, and littie iîands bwiy
wvithi cvcrything withi which they oughlt not to be, and wbose ingenuity 1»i
childish contrivances for passing the timue whiehi hangs sa heavily on tliir
active littie hands is perfectly astonishing ta their parents and friends. Nor
ani 1 surprised that niany a littie one, wearicd out by the thwarting aU ail its
wieked hittic plans, and by the counticss whispered admonitions and varnings
aof its sag'aciofiS eiders, shouid sa often forget ail its troubles in the swc&t
uîîconsciausniess aif sleep. And even the aider chidrea wba, aithoughi nul.
sa openly inattentive, nor s0 frequentiy guiity of the grave imiprapriety of
sleeping in ehurch, too often, 1 am sorry to say, show by thieir countenancez
that thleir thoughits are wandering, away ta thecir play or their books, thait in
filet they are engagred in anytliing, but the service aof God. If ehildrcn
understood more that was said froin the desk, and feit that they were reaýl,
iniiniediate objeets of interest ta the preaeher, there wauid be, instead of die
restlcss inattention that I have been describing in children during service,
earnest uittle up-turned faces, eageriy drinking in the words of the spcaker
An incident which happened flot long aga will perhaps illustrate the pui-it
better than anything I cou!d write, on the subjeet.

A littie gzirl anc Sabbatli Morning, an returning fromn churehi, whero tlie
deskz had been filled by a stranger, in the absence of the stated in iistcr,
said ta lier miother,

0 inamima, I da wisli Mir. IH. was aur miniister."-
"Wliy do you wishi that, Nellie ?" asiced hier inother.

l3ceause, miamma, 1 like himi so much better than aur minister ; lie didn't
preach a sermon at al], lie anly talked, and lie said just as inuch ta us childrca
as lie did ta tic big peaple ; and, inamma, I was nat a bit tired or sieepy"

Now, I must not ho supposed ta be siding with ar appraving ai' inattuntion
in ebjîdren in cburcb, but I inust s.iy, thiat I very often pity tiwni, ind
~voîîder if the grown up people, whao shakze thicir becads sa Wisciy ai thec littie
unes, wvould behave a bit better, if as WeiI, if they were conmpeiicd to sit for ain
hour ar three quarters hcaring a discaurse p)re-.clid ta themn in a foireigal
tangue; and what cisc are many ai the sermions that Sabbatlh after abt
thle childrcn ha-ve ta sut through, I cannot say libten, ta, but art unknziuwmi
lang<-uagie ta thcm ?

he art ai interesting and adapting aurseh'es 1<) ehildrcn is a gift pecculiir
ta saiec and anc which, I amn praud ta say, is possesscd in na conmoun degrcc,
by maray ai aur ministers. But even wherc iniisters have lia spcciai
capacity in this way thcy miglit, by accasianaiiy laying aside the ininiSterial'
digni îy, with whieh saine think it neeessary ta exishrine thcmiseivcs, pi
instead ai' preach ta the children ; and haw mauy af them would fée, like
littie Nellie, that Uhc minister said just as muchi ta them as ta the big people,
and that the.y had a part and place iu their uiinister's eant.
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