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THE WOOLEN TARIFF.

Upon its first announcement some of the Cana-
dian woolen manufacturers thought that the new
tariff providing for a minimam duty of 30 per cent.
on woolen cloths brought in under the preferential
tariff :would prove a substantial gain: but apart from
4he fact that heavy importations are being rushed in
under the provision extendog the date of the change
to the end of August, the position of our woolen mills
will be very hittle improved.  Many of them regard it
as a case of asking for cheese and recciving chalk.
We do not think this last criticism is just to the
F'inance Minister, who should be credited with the
intention to render justice to the woolen interests,
though that justice wmay have heen delayed to the
incalculable injury of a great native industry. The
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difficulty is that the Finance Minister has not given
the problom suflicient study. That he has not grasped
the buarings of the change upon other nearly related
trades 1s apparent from the provision made, but since
modified, as to the importation of neckwear; and from
the provision he failed to make to guard the interests
of the clothing manufacturers, There is a chance that
a maturer study of the situation will lead him to place
the woolen interests on a better footing by making
the duty on low class mported goods a specitic one
instead of an ad valorem one. \x a matter of fact,
the mereased duty which will have to be paid under
the new taritf on goods costing 25 cents a yard only
amounts to 13-5 cents per yard,  Clothing manu-
facturers and tatlors have .\lrc‘ul\ expressed the belief
that the duty will have no effect on the importation
ot medium and low cliass gouds, aud since it is against
these that complaint is made, the Canadian manufac-
turer will be where he was before. "This is evident
from the fact that buyers for clothing manufacturers
and other consumers of low prade goods are going
over to England to make their purchases as if nothing
had happened.  What a situation is ercated  for the
Canadian miils may be realized from the simple state-
ment that whereas before the preferential tariff go per
cent. of all the woolen cloths used in our Canadian
clothing factories was the product of  Canadian
woolen mills, now 735 per cent. is supplicd by Biritish
and foreign mills and but 25 per cent. by Canadian
mills. This is a lamentable change in what was one
of our most promising industries, without any com-
pensating gain to any other industry or to the con-
sumers of the goods in question.

The objections to the tariff taken by the Toronto
branch of the Canadian  Manufacturers’ Association
are quoted elsewhere. A\ cog or two appears to have
broken in the logic of the Association when the de-
crease in the preference in woolens s deprecated on
the ground that the change s likely to be misundur-
stood in Great Britain; and that it would have heen
hetter to have increased the general taruf and let the
ratio of preference stand,  There is too much politics
and too little business in this argument. Inasmuch as
English gaods are the goods chiefiy affected by any
method of raising the tariff on woolens one  process
of extension will be just as imwvelcome to the practical
Englishman as another.  If a2 man s to be hung it will
not matter much to him whether the
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