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one daughter by hor. Tho sons were called Holindae, and, like
theiv grandfuther Norvous, thoy beeamo celebrted for their learn-
ing. Thoy woro skilled in the sciences, invented astiology, taught
the art of navigation, and divided the day inte hours, &e. “'Tho
igland of Rhodes romained from henceforth counsecrated to the
sun, and it continued cvor after a favorite boast on the part of the
Rhadiung that not a day passed during which theiv island was not
illuaeaated for an hout at Jeast by tho soinr rays.” It is snid to
bo a delightful island—healthful in climate, and its gardens filled
with dolicions fruits, *“ winlo every gale is sconted with fragrance
from orango und citron troes, and aromatic herbs.”

Thus much for Awphitrite and her descendants,
Snowville, Pulagki Co., Va,, Oct. 3, 1878,

COL. INGERSOLL ** ON SOME MISTAKES OF HOSES."

From the Boston Investigator of Oct. £8.

Tho lecturo dolivered by Col. Robert G. Ingersoll last evening
(Sunday) in Music Hall, entitled ‘ Somo Mistakes of Mosns,”
though nominully new, did not difler very waterially from a lec-
turo whichi he gave hero last spring under a different title, The
subject proved ratiier moro attractivo than that of his recent lec-
ture or Robort Burns, and drow an audience of 2,000 people, the
larger part of whom wero ovidently in hearty sympathy wich the
lecturer and his views,

I am often asked, ho abruptly bagan, why I trouble myzelf
about theso mntters. It is bounuse I wish to free the public men
of this country ; becauso I wish to break the clmins and tear off
the manacles of the pulpit; because I wish evory minietor to
stand, not as a teachor, bui as an investigator ; becauso I wish to
free politicians from the necessity of being hypocrites in order to
obtain oftice ; becausu I wich the people to judge politicians by
their deods rather than by their professions; because I wish the
politicians to he no longer like tho conter of tho earth, attracting
overvthing olso to them, yet weighing not an ounco themselves.
T'o have free government we must have free thought, and to bave
free thought wo must abolish the slavery of the pulpit. [Ap-
plause.] Why, tho professors of Andover have to make oath
overy tivo years that they will meko no intellectuul advancement
for live yecars to como, and not one ono of them ever committed
perjury. Now overy pulpit is  pillovy, and every well-regulated
church is liko a cometery, in which the membors lio rotting side
by side. Wo havo sarred records, overy country has them, If
wo hiad been born in Turkey we should have been Mohammedans
and belioved all the stories in the Xoran. Wo should have be-
liovod that God sent cagles with stones in their claws to fly over
the heads of an army and drop the stones upon them, and any
ono who denied this wo should have been ready to persecute. Had
wo boon born in India we should have believed in Vishnu and
Brahma. 1llad we been born centurics ago we should havo
tlought it our duty to offer up our children as sacrifices to a
Lloody God. Well, our sacred records avo liko all the rest. In
them, mingled with some good, is an immenso mass of superstitious
rubbish, For my part, I do not helieve that a miracle was over
performed. I beliovo that firo was always hot, that water was
always wet, and that nothing more wonderful ever happencd
than is happening now beforo our oyes. If the books had been
writton to-day the foolish parts would have beon loft out. |Ap-
plause.] Am I to be punished for not belioving them? Shall T
suffer in another life for having been true to myself in this? If
these records are a revelation, the revelation is to me 23 much as
to anybody. If I don't undorstand it rightly, it is the writer's
fault. I have wasted a cortain amount of my time in reading
thoso sacred records, and I wish you to wastoa certain amount of
yours in reading with mo that portion of them known as the
Pentatouch. Now, some people read thes~ rocords in such a gol-
o1nn framo of mind that they cannot possibly see the contradic-
tions in them. Whena man gots solemu, 88 a rulo, he gots

gtupid. [Laughter.] You shoult mad tho Bible procisely as you
wouid read tho Koran,

You must ask, is there an infinite being, and is this His will?
If there is an Infinito Boing, I take it for grauted that Ho always
know all about sciouce, nll about human zights, aud as much
about women as about men. If any mistakes have been mado,
they aro the mistakes of infinite wisdom. I cannot imagine a
Creator. X cannot conceive of nothing ag raw as mntm:m]. My
mind is so constituted that I can only beliove in infinite space,
infinito time, and infinito mattor. But settlng this asido, let ue
examine the Pentateuch, which is said to havo beon writton by a
gentleman by tho name of Moses. This I don't beliove, for I can-
not think it possiblo that any man wrote an acccunt of his own
death ; but I will admit that ho wrote it. In his uccount oi: tho
creation he says that God divided tho darkness from tho light.
The man who wrote this must have conceived of darkness as an
entity. Ho did not know that it is merely the absenco of light.
He probably imagined God throwing chunks of darkness on one
side and beams of Yght on the other. Ho says, too, that God
divided the waters under the firmament from th se above it. He
must, thon, have looked upon the firmement as solid. o know
nothing af evaporation ; he did not know how the clouds are
made and how the rain is formed, Theso were mistakes of his.
On tho third day, as ho describes it, everything was greon beforo
tho sun was made. I do not believe that theve ever was a green
thing uatil tho sun had shone upon it. Was not this a mistako?
Next ho tclls us that God made tho sup to rulo tho day and tho
moon to rule the night, and, though ho camo near forgetting this,
that ho madoe the stais also. Thir man evidently thought of tho
carth, not as the ingignificant atom that it is, but as the centve of
the universe, and that God set the stars in the sky morely because
thoy were left over. Was ho not mistaken in his astronomy 1
Then man and the animals were made. Milton tells us how the
animals were moulded, but the mothod by which man was made
out of tho dust has never been revealed to us. 'Wo aro only told
that God made him male and fomale. But in a second account of
tho creation following closely upon this, man was made beforo the
animals, and woman wasn't mado at all. Then God caused t}no
bensts of the field to pass boforo Adam for him to select a wifo
from, but Adam was guited with none of them, and _I'm glad of
it. So God had to mako up for his ove.sight by makinga woman
out of one of Adam’s ribs.

Just imagino an infinite God with & bone in his hands to start a
woman with! And yet if you refuse to bolievo all this you will
bo damned hereaftor.  Unless you swallow it you are in danger of
hellfire. If you can't understand it you must have faith and look
solemn. (Laughter.) The lecturer criticized the readiness of
modern Christians to beliave even the most outmgeous.;lx improb-
ablo stories of the Biblo, and asserted that hereuy has 1 it no such
element of stupid’sy. Ho expressed his disbelief in many of tho
miracles of tho Old Testement, and asserted that the laws and
facts of Naturo wore in thoso days as unalterable as they are to-
day. Nothing more wonderful occurred then than happens in our
midst to-day. After alluding to tho violation of all lawsof N ature,
scienco, geology, and astronomy in the account of the construction
of the world, and tho alloged destruction of tho latter, and its con-
tents by water, ho added that, if tho Biblo were to be written to-
day, a great many foolish things would be left out. The obscurity
of cortain portions of the Biblo and the apparont varianco which
oxists in various instances afforded the lecturer an opportunity for
* making points,” which he did not fail to improve, tv tho evident
dolight of his audienco, A great many peoplo, he said, waen they
sit down to read the Bible, put themselves into such a framo of
mind that they cannot seo a contradiction in it. When they get
solemn thoy invariably got stupid. [Laughter.] Ja reforring to
tho Pentatouch, he claimed that many of tho events alleged to
havo been narrated by Moses occurred so many years after his
own death as to render tho Bible, a3 a history, a fraud. Tho lec-
turer laid particular stross on tho creation of tho huavenly 'I,wdxes,
£s briefly detailed in Genesis—*and ho mado thestars also”—and



