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ward plague-spots, the sores that Isaiah men- This is a ray that lingers in the nooks
tivns, * from the crown of the head to the! cannies of the humay heart,—a ray {rom
wole of the foot,” that testify to the most seep- ! first day that burst upon Paradise, wh
tic mind that there is an inner, deep seated, ! Adam and Fre were created, reminding th
universal discase, of which these ure but the ! what the world once was,—so fix, 50 beag
autward signs. ! ful, and so holy ; and what the world hasn
All humanity has prayed this prayer, « De- ! been made, —so evil, so bitter, and so wicked
liver us from evil.”  Xver since man felt the ' and a forelight of what the world will vet
evil that he himself had introduced, man has | —more fair and glorious still,  Humanj;
in some ehape, in some form, in words, in 1 will not set'le down in the horrible convictig
deeds, or in writings, prayed, “ Deliver us ' that evitis a part and pareel of the world
from evil.” What is medicine? It is sick lan irremediable thing: but it hears
human nature crying in its agony, “ Ieliver 'eries of creation, groaning and travailig
me from this evil.”  What, let me ask. is le- lin pain, waiting to be delivered ; and it echoy
gslation?  What is war? What are police? | these groans and eries, too, in solemn hy.
-The varicd strugglos and efforts of man | mony with it, ¢ Deliver us from evil.”

oppressed and suffering, * Deliver us from | It isnot only implied that evil is not a
evil.”  Whatare schools, academies, colleges, T of the world, but there is impliod a helid,
study by night, and labor by day?--hut the ' wherever the prayer is uttered, that therejs
litanies of thut express universal want, * De- | or shall be a deliverer. It is not only i
Yver us from what we feel to be evil.” What | formula of Nature’s prayer, but it is the em.
is the mythology of the heathen,—their “gods | bodiment also of Nature's creed.  Why pray
raany aind their lords many;” their rites, and | that a deliverer would deliver from evilif
sacrifices, and ceremonics P—but efforts to ! there be no previous creed teaching th
gtopitiate him whom they think to be the ! there is such a deliverer, and that such a §s
athor of the evil? The varied litany, inllivery is not impossible? It is true, million

savt, of all humanity in all ages, in all
¢ sngues, under all circumstances, is, = Deliver
s from evil.”

Thus, then, we have seen that it is the uni-
versal ory of mun that he may be delivered
t;om evil. 'The plan that he adopts, the per-
ovnt to whum he addresses the prayer, the
spirit in which he does it, the end he has in
view,—these all may and do differ; these
} wsve their shades of meaning and significance,
their imperfeetions and their relative perfee-
dons; but the cry is universal. And what
does all this imply ?  That evil in the world
s not a part and parcel of the world, as it
was originally made; that it is an interpola-
tion on it, and @ it, but not of'it. The very
cry, “ Deliver us froi evil,” implies that evi
is not, if I may use the expression, the nor-
mal state of the world—that is, its original
state; that, in other words, whoever made it,
whoever introduced it, God neither made it
nor introduced it, nor is respoasible for its
ravages. Iere, then, is a great admission.
f humanity felt in its best moments that evil
was a lay of ‘the world,—the same as gravi-
tation, the same as spring, and summer, and
autum, aud winter,—it would not pray to-be
delivered from it. You do uot hear of any
man in this latitude, or in this climate, pray-
ing to be delivered from the winter or the
summar; he knows they wili come, and must
come, by great laws, the reversal or destrue-
tion of which would be the ruin of mankind.
But when man prays to be delivered from
evil, there is an undertone in that prayer,
audible to the listening and sanctified ear,
which conveys this great truth, that man's
innermost, deepest, and most real conviction
is, that evil is here, but that it should not be’
here; that it is here, but God did not place
it here—whoever plsced it here, He did not.

do not know who the deliverer is; and hene
they have appealed to deliverers many, Ity
true, they have no coneeption of the purity,
the majesty, the glory of Him who is the tx:
deliverer; but it is nevertheless true, ith
applicable to Egypt, to Nineveh, to Green,
to Rome, to the most barbarous lands, to the

most unenlightened ages, that Christ is the

desire, and was the desire of all nations

They did not know this Christ who could

mect and fulfill that desire; but humanity

felt within it an aching void that nothing
upon earth could satisfy, and that Christ
alone does, and can, and will satisfy ; and He,
in this sense, was the desire of all nations

Hence, there was a ery that has resounded
all along the corridors of spuce, and through
all the centuries of time,—a cry that intimated
the previons creed, that there is a deliverer
somewhere, and that gave expression to i
feclings in the present petition, * Deliver us
from evil.”

Then, what is the advantage, we ask, or
where the necessity, of Christ teaching us
this prayer, if this has been the prayer, if
hus been the creed and the cry of all human-
ity? Here is the difference: Christ has re-
vealed, with no faltering or uncertain sound,
the petition, and Him to whom the petition
is to be addressed. He has revealed, first of
all, the hearer of prayer—God; He has re-
vealed the formula and model of prayer—
what is hefore us; He has revealed the name
in which that prayer is to rise—* Whatever
you ask, (whether it be in this or any other
prayer,) ask it in my name;” and He ha
revealed the inspirer of prayer, who alone
can make extempore prayer to be not forma,
and liturgical prayer te be spiritual,—namely,
the Holy Spirit of God. What nationa,
therefore, in their ignoranee addressed to




