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Vuican, Mercury and Vcnus--whose
orbiits are nearer to, the Sun than that of
our platiet.

lio the year 1859 the astronomicat
world was startled by the announceattent,
tîtat a Frencha playtician of lte naine of
Lescarbauit, Itad, on the 26th of March
discovcred a necw planet, nuarer to tite
Sun titan Mercury. Tiacre îvas an an-
tet..Jent probabdîîty of thec report being
truc', as LeVerr;er bad observes] pertur-
bations of' Mereury wlaicla rendcred its
existence extrcînely probable. On visit-

il", the humble country physician Le-
Ve-rrier fourni titat lais aneans of obser-
vation were soniewiaî antiquated, but
the candid stateanent wlaich lie made,
icft the impression that bie really <lid sec
a new planet. As, however, no evidence

lis efar as we know, been since pro-
duced to corroborate thse observations of
the wortlay medical practitioner, we are
left to infer that a dark spot of' the de-
scription referred to ini our last paper
was inistaken for a pianet.

Mercury bias been long known, but
bas never been a popular planet. An
oid English writer deeribes it in no
vcry eoîaaplimentary terins wiaen lie says
il is "la squinting lauey of the Sun,
who seldoin shews eas laead in titese
parts, as if lie were in debC. Tite planet
is thus described beeanise of its beinfr
scen at ail tintes near the Sun-neyer

riîgto any great distance above the
torizon. In those eredulous dav*s whcn
fortune werc read in thes stars ît was
consdered "éa malignant planet.Y 'Tiis
piaiet is about 1962 muiles in diameter,
a111i il rushes tlaroaagh space in its orbit
at te ra te of 109,00 muiles per itour,
or about 1,822 muiles a minute! Yet ils
initabitants, if it lias aiay, are as in-
sensible of its motion as we are of t1e
ieartla's. Its mean distance fromn, lte
&ain is abolt 3.5 millions of miles. Il.,
density is seven tintes that of water. It
Ita thiti ost solid bodyof aIl the plantits.
If you add 1$ ciphers to lte figures 393
yoaa have ils weiglit in tons. Were
gmavatataon aliowed to exert ils itaflîence
alotte il would pluage. into the Sun itn 15
davIC. 'Diue solsi' Lbéat at its surface is
seven tantes that expeieuaced on the
eartia. As to wlîetler il Las an atuatos-
phere is a diqpaaîed pont, and il tutris
on its axis méore slowi itan any otiier
laaitt.

Next cones the very popular planet
Venus. Does it flot strike tîte reader
that there is a pointed allusion to ils
coatspieuous spiendour in titi Ikvelation,
werc our Lord says,"I I atai tiae.root and
tlae oflspring of 1)avid, and lite bri it atad
moruing sfar." It is generally tlaouglat

tatby Lucifer as atacttioneil in Isaiah
taieant Venus, and il is so desigtaated by
Milton in the îiust tatagnificenit ode ever
pennei] by tuan-that on Cbrisîs na-
tivity -
"T ie Stars with deep amaze,

Stanad fix*d in stcadfast gaze.
Jlctding une way Ilieir precious influence;
Aaad 'wil fot lake tiacir lilit,
For ail the morning light,
Or Lucifertltat otteta warn'd Ihent tience;
ut in lieir giitatxaring orbs did glowv.

Until tlaeir Lurd litaiseif btespake. and bid
dtin go."

Tite diameter of Venus is almost the
saine as thei earth%. It is gcnerally
beiieved titat il bas an atînospîtere, ris-
setaabling tîtat of tite cartit. Its distance
frot tIis Stan is about 66 millions of
miles. Its vcloeity on its axis is only 30
miles per Itour lms titana that of the
earth The ieg«rce of heait which it re-
eives frott ltheSun is nearly double that
enjoyed by our pianet. Ventas on ac-
cotant of ils orbît being nearer to thte
Stan titan titat of tîte 40carta presents
plases like tIte noon. It seouts lu ]lave
no satellite, titugia the existence of one
]tas been confidenutly taaaintîned ; but
laow cotl il escape lte keen anti far
reaciting vision of' loSses Télescope?
We itave in otar last paper sa;id titat the
tranasit of Venusq wlticlt is lu ocetar in
1874 is aatieipated witia deep itateresî
by tue asîronoaical world. Tite B3ritish
Governîttent htave alrcady voted £ 10,-
000 towards observations of it aI various
points. «May titi weatiaer prove propa-
tiotas, aind te accuracy of the observa-
tions la saca in uietcnaaiaaing the Sun$s
distance. as to prove permanentiy me-
morable !

India Aboriginal Missions.
It is a strange faiet, and il nuakes us

laupe for goatl restaus froin the pres-ent
expedlition of Britisha arnates agaanst te
Loosiais, titat the Aboriginalrie
which have reeeived the Gospel mnost
readily first foreu tiaemselves on the
attention ot thei Britisht Goverument


