
bers of the club s9hould be asked to report as soon as post4ble to the

leaders cf this branch, for the time being, if they should observe any

animal which mig(,ht be nev to them, as in ix- it discoveries uiay often
be lost for wvant cf attention just Pt the time. Tlîey think also tlîat it
would be desirablo to have printed, a list of ail the minamnials whicli have

ever been knoNvn to frequen t this neigliborhood. Many of the larger

kinds have now completely disappeared.
Respectfuhlly submitted,

J. I3ALLANTYNE, Leaders.
Ottawva, March 14, 1890. W. P. LETT.

CORRESPONDENCE.

T'o t/te Edlitor of thte Ottawa Naturalist:
SIR,-In the tr'ansactions cf the O. F. N. O. for 188 3-8St, the report

cf the Ornithological Brandi notes that one cf its members found the

Short-billed Marsh Wren, Cistothorus stelictris, "Ivery ahundant " in a
mairsli along the Ilideau, about twventy miles froin the city. As this is
a very rare bird in Ontario, and one whose acquaintance 1 have îîever
muade, 1 muade enquiiries about the locality, and on the 9tIh Ju)y my
brother, F. A. Saunders, and myseif teck the C. P. RLy. to Osgoode and
svent from there te Kars, where wve were inforined the ïMarsdi Wre&s
wvere to, he fcund. The rmarsh wvas thiere, with the usual quota cf niarsh
birds, viz: Florida Gallinule, Bittern, (Jaroina IRail, Virginia '-ai],
IRed-wingyed Blackbird and 1,ong-billec l Marsh Wren, but though we
searched diligently we could find no trace cf the short-billed spedies.
Ail wve saw at short range were long-billed, and the only one we shot
was cf the sanie species, but as neither cf us -were faniliar with the
song cf the short-bifled. wve inigh t possibly have heard it 'vithout know-
ing it. The eggs wvould have provided a ready means cf deternîining
the presence cf the Short-billed Wrens had they heen laid, but though
we examined between twenty and thirty nests, some cf tLiei almnost if
net quite completed, none contained eggs and wve wvere again left in the
dark. Thiese nests, hcwever, were the ordinary type cf the long-bill,
wh.ereas the short-bill is said te build among long rush-1ike grasses,


