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tddng«s produces no0 great surprise to thii mmd of tio vriter, when lie
notices tine tastcs, the habits, and tine eng(rossing pursuits of' Our people,
and exainines tinoir miost frequent~ readingo.

IWe sec in noariy every fb.nnniily we visit one or miore pclitical newvsp-
pers, some anagazine of' lighit literature, ; wve find of religious renadingr In
addition of course to tine Bibie, a fcw Sabbath-sehool books designed for
chldreti, mnostly petty novellettcs, a. ivoir or twvo on -religiots sensation~
of naodernproduction, wvithn a scnswntioit magazine. and perhaps the Ghris.

in uarcWo. Noi wlnore is the intelligent christian that; doos not
kiiow that theo most, o? such aids to miental developmnent, and invigoration,
and progress, can bc notining mnore th«an food for theo sickly, and induce a
v;eak aîd lialting state o? soul, whlen Our own standard ivorks on Thoo-
lo!y, sncb as Wesley's, Fletchier's, and Wa-tson',s, are, disearded or un-
knovn; nor oan sucn reasoiiing induce any peculiar love for tIno study o?
the word of' God, but on theo contrary croates a distasto, for its soleinn
and deep toaehing, and beconnes tino greatcst lànindranee to the acquisition

biblical knowledge.
\MTe tura to theo Pitpit, perlnaps tino main depondenco of our people for

meliions instruction, and ive presumne tînat it ivili not ho supposed tînat
~ne who serves in it wvil1 ho disposed to, depreciate its Nvorthi and import-
nce. WVeI1 lot us see lnow it is with tino puipit. Tho preaciner can

dly ho thoughit to, ho aboya, the comninon infirinity o? bis brethireni,-an
3agros1sing desiro to, pieuse lais inearers, flor woe to binai wvlno is not thus
accessfül,\ lais character and position being laopelessly affeeted by failure,
id strange, bis brothiren in tino miinistry are ready to cast tino first stono
atinima. Tho question thon ivith biimu in vi2w of such. conseqluenoos wili
1, what, is best calculated to please tine peuple-tno mass we inuei-not
few oxceptional cases. But wbiat; is miost likely to piease a people, Whno,

z rou,;h tino week have, if they have read at ail, heen engaged in reading'
i nsational articles in political papors, sensational articles in the ordinary

igzine, tlae religilons noveletto in theo Sunday Sehool book, and tino sensa-
Ional exporieiees of tino sanctifled in tino Cuide to lolinecss. \Vill souls

1 as fed, and ininds thnns cultivated, and taugint, and strengtboned. listen
fi atientiy and receive sober, practical and -doctrinal trutns, conveyed in
s lm or even earnest and imipr:essivo language ? No, the food is too stn'ong,
aI -e trnths -ire unpaLatabio-tliey cannot relish. it. Tino preacinor is soon
Aff nunced as being dry, and Ùlney feel insulted tiat sucn lias been sent
an? aiister to then ; hlins noe talent, and their circuit vil1 ho ruicd
W. less sonne chango oan be effccted,-wbat thoy wvant, they exclaim, is a
lu îinalist and a revival. The preaching tbieref'oro genemally required, is
aIe -t what wili instruot, but wliat will pIeuse, not that which requires effort
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