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THE HUMMINGBIRD
‘07 this curious little bird there are six or
yen varieties, from the size of a small wren
own 10 thatof a humblebee, Their princi-
gl food 18 the honey which they extract,
hileon wing, from” the bottom of tubulax
geped flowers, The smallest Hummingbird
about the size of a hazel nut. The
Lathers on its wings and tail are black ; but
gbose on 1ts body and under its wings, are
& greenish.brown, with-a fine red gloss,
rhich no silk or velvet can imitate. The
hill is black and slender, ané the head is
dorned with a small crest, which sparkles
the sun like a little stax in'the middle of
e forehead. The larger Fummingbid,
!‘i{h is nearly half as big as the wren, is
thout a ctest; but-to, meke amendsit is
covered from the throat half way down the
belly, with ruby coloured feathers, which, in
ome Tights, are as bright as fire. The
feads o both are small, with little round
kyes,as black as jet. .
The nests of these birds, which areabout
be size of a hen’s egg cut in two, are not
Bfess clirtons taan thefest : they are generally
sispendeéd _in. the air, at the point of the
ihigs of an orarge, a pomegranate, or a
Fin tree; and ave composed of cotton,
M oss, and the fibres of vegetables, The
emales Jay. two .eggs about the size of small
peas,and as white as snow, with here and
thete & yeilow speck ; at theend of twelve
tays the young oumes appear.
Intched by the sitting of the male and female
isliemately, They are at first-bave, but ‘are
gertditally covered with down, and atlast
with feathers,
Small as the Hummingbitd is, it has great
ourage and violent passions, If it find3
et & fower has been deprived ofiits honey,
will plack it off, throw.iton the ground.
d somctines tear it to picces; and itoften
ghis with a desperate fury which is aston-
hing in acreatyre of such diminutiva size.
will even allow a man to come within
0 yards ofit before it will take to flight,
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They are |

Hummwingbirds are caught by blowing water
on them from a tube, or shooting at them
withsand.

HYSSOP,

This vegetable receives its name from its
detersive and cleansing gualities, whence it
was used in sprinkling the blood of the
paschal lamb (Exod, xi1, 223) incleansing
the leprosy (Lev. xiv. 4, 6, 61,52 ;) in com-
posing the watet of purification (Nutnb. xix.
6,) and also insprinklingit, ver 18, It was
ypical of the purifying virtue of the bitter
sufferings of Christ, and it iy plain, from Ps.
li. 9, that the Psalmist understood its 1m-
port,

: The hyssop isan herb of a bitter taste, and
grows on the mountains near Jerusalem,as
well as on the walls of the city, Hassel-
quists speaks of some which was a very
diminutive moss—a striking contrast to the
tall and majestic cedar.  See & Kings iv, 33.
Bochart, Scheuchzer, Parkuurst, and
other critics, to getrid of a-supposed dis-
crepancy between the evangelists, have con-
ceived that the hyssop of John xix 29 must
be considered as synonymous with-the reed
or tane of Matt, xxvil. 48, and Mark xv.
86 ; and hence Wolfius has taken some
ains to show that thers was a species of
yssop whose stalk was sometimes two feet
long, and therefore sufficient to reach a
peison on a cross, that was byno means so
ofty as some have crroneously conceived.

but thE difficulty, as Dr. Harris has shown, |

is not in the text itself, which is sufficiently
intelligible, and cleayly compatible with
the statement ¢f the otherevangelists. John
does not mention the reed ; but says, that
r7henthey had put the sponge upon hyssop;
that is, when they had added bitter to the
sour or gall to the vineger they advance
it :3 our Saviour’s mouth, nodoubt, with the
reed.
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ETQOGRAPHY.

- HAWDEL,

George F,Hdndel, an illustrious musicisn,
was born at Hdlle in Saxony, in1684. His
father, who intended him for the law, per-
ceiving his propensity to music, prohibited
all instruments frem his housé, The son,
however, contrived to have a small’ tlavi-
oliord concealed in the garret, whers he uged
to smuse himself when the family were
asleep. At theage of seven he went with
his fatherto the court of the duke of Saxe
Weissenfels, to whom Handel’s brother-in-

low wasvalet. 'While there he got into the

church otie_ morning, and began to play on
the organ. The duke, who wasin the church,
surprised atthe playing, asked who it was,
and on being informed, he expostulated with
the old gentleman for restraining bis sow’s in-
clination ; in consequence of whitha mas-
ter was provided forﬁ\im. Hlandel made su
great a progress, that at the age of nine he
composed the church service, In 1698 he
went to Berlin, where he was greatly noticed
by the king of P’russia. 1'rom thence he
went to Hamburgh, and had a dispute i7ith
another musician, who madea push at him
with hi¢ sword as they were coming out of
the orchestra, but a music-book in his Busoin‘
prevented the weapon from piercing bi¢
heart. Here he composed, at the age of 14,
his opera of Almeria. Soon after this he
visited Italy, and at Tlorence, produce‘d_t!se
opera of Rodrigo. In 1710 he yisited
England, but bejug under an engagement
to the elector of Hanover, his stay was
short. Tn 1672 he returned, and obtained
a pension of 200L. a-year, which was_after-
wards doubled. He died at Lohdon it
1759. A complete edition of lis works
was published by Dr. Arold.

WHO CAN BEARTO BE TOLD OF KIS
FAULTS! .

Were the question to be proposed to
youth, maturity, or old age, * Who can
becr to be told of his faults?” a thousand
tongueswould be ready to reply. I can;”
but though the thousand were to be be mul-
tiplied by ten thousand, ;i would not alter
the truth of the remark, th £ itisa veryrare
thing 10 meet withany one who can bearto
be-told of hisfaults.. . .

In my younger days I proposed to .afew
of my acquaintances, an occasional meeting
for the express object of pointing out,in &
friendly way, the failings which we had from
time to time discovered in each other; when

. one of my friends, knowing more of human

nature than myself, disconcerted me.b
roposing that we should mestin anut-sbell,
geing very confident, that all the members
I _should” succeed in assembling together,
might be easily be contained inghat lmited
receptacle. .
«¢"Confess your faults one toano}het,h
aninjunction notdifficult to be complied with
when our self-love is not wounded—when
we hpve some advantsge to gain, or punish-
ment t6 avoid ; but these caves db not prove
that we cag bear, to.be told of our faults.
Thereare some who appeas patiently 'tﬁ
endure © reproof; othérs who will thaa
you for having admibistered it; and a thind



