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If Catholicism has been the cause of ail those centuries of per-
secution wvith whilîi the Irish people have been afflicted, and lias
also l)een th(- secret of thieir national st-rcngthi; if it lias broughi
them un'told consolation iii their miise. jes, and lias been the source
of their unparalleled national grandeur, it was one of tbe predeces-
:;ors of Pius N that conimnissioned Patrick to brngi- tlîat religion to
theni ; and unfaltering loyalty to the H~ead of the Cliurclî, on the
part of the Irish, wvberevcîi- they' ilav hi fout-d, bas been, ever since,
characteristie <>f tlei- And to-dayv-, Ii'eî the Sovcrcign Pontif finds
himself surrou-.ndcd by en-eniies, wvlo are continually seeking te de-
spoil thîe Clitrelh of lier righits and properties, î'ersccuted Ireland
sends messages to the Prisoner of the Vatican expressing lier in-
dignation at tbe injusticez that is being perpetrat-ed against Iirn, and
tbe Irish public representatives niake open protest aiga*iist the out-
ragreous violation of tlie solenin compact thaýt* exist-ed betwveen Renie
and Franc,ý.

A fewv years ago I-is Erninience Cardinal Vannutelli, w-1îo had
been s-ent by Leo XIII as Papal Legate to, Ireland, paid a beautiful
tributc to thiat country's devotion te Rene. Ackznowleciging the
%%onderfui rccept*on everywhere acco-dcd to liii, lie said: 'Irelaîîd
lias ever been prnmarily ditnusi iber att 'chnlient te, tbe Holy
Sec, and aIl the ,iianilcstalions I hav nvtcsd iii m tou.- tbirough
your beautiful cotîntry bave beeri ahundani proofs of mour grand,
lioly faith, of y'our un 'lt-ered and tmalter-ahle fidelitvy te oru I-olv
Fatbier, the Pope."' The late Card~inal Richard spoke iii siniilar
ternis: ' Aniongst aIl tlîe cliil(lren of1 tlîe Cliinreli,'' lie mrete, «'tlie
Irish have given the rnost striking proofs of constancy. àlay we,
by a courage as persevering as yours, bc ale te %vin back tlîe lib-
erty w'licli you nom, cnjoy. X'our O'Connell, w~ho wasi. its iost ec-
quent defender, w'islîed tliat lus lieart sliould rest in Ronie. Th*s is
the synîbol of your unalterable attaclinient to tlîe Holy Sec. W\e
ask God for strengtlî te iniitate vour admirable fidelitY." Let uz,
hope. gentlemen, tlîat Ireland wvill ahvays reinain wliat she is to-day
and lias ever been since slîe cembraced Cliristiaiiit3,'--tbce faitbful and
submissive child of Reniie. May tlîe illustrieus Pius X, tlîe wertlîy
successor of the great Leo XIII, find in lier a ;ource of solace and
support in the midst of his tribulations, and nay she, until thie end
of time, be foremost among tht nations of the~ eartli in tunsw,,erving
allegiîance tb the Sovereiga Poni'ff.
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