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Iiterary class in the country, returtied to France. The loss to
Frenchi Canadian li terature, occasioned by this event, is practically
incalculable. It wvas only after a century of almost continuai sleep
that French Canaclian literature atwoke to remnain ftrever, wve may
hope, to be onîe of the glories of our native land. Scarcely lbad
thz country, after almnost a Century of continuai warfare, settled
clown to cultivate the arts of peace, wvhen the Arnerican Revolution
broke forth,and wve had to clefend tlieir country against a powertul

neilibr.Besides the~ famie gained by our victory at Quebec, the
arhad for us one very fortunate resuit, the immigration of the

Unîited Emipire Loyalists. Againi the colonises turned to agricul-
ture and strove to mnake homes in the vast forests. During this
timie, so unfavorable for literature in Canada, New England wvas
now, after several genera tions of lesser wvriters, producirig not
miasters, it is true, but writers wvhose wvorks deserve to be read as
long as the English language exists.

But a change camie at last. Popular education wvas improveci,
newspapers and magazines were established and fromn the timie of
the Rebellion Of '37, Canadian literature, thougb of varving
quality, lias neyer ceased being produced. The first, and for a
]on-~ time the greatest,Canadian prose wvriter was Judge Haliburton
of Nova Scot-a. Hlis novel, " The Sayings and Doings of Samiuel
Slick of Slickville, or as it is generally called ' 'Sai Slick," founded
the scliool of Arnerican bumnor. Appearing about the sanie timie
as 'IPiclcwick " it gave its author the title of the Amnerican Boz.
But '-Sain Slick" foutid no successor,and Englishi Canadian fictiorn,
after so auspicious a beginning lias, d uring the whlole period froni

1840 to 18go,only the wvorks of Major Richardson, Mrs. Leprohon,
james DeMille and William Kirby, wvhich are at ail :above
mediocrity. lu Quebec it wvas different, Chauveau wvrote Charles
Gueritn in 185-. During the next twenty years novels, miost of
themi historical and of more than ordinary miert, were conmposed
by Boucherville, Taché, Mlarmiette, Gerin-Lajoie and De
Gaspé. This last namied is generally considered the greatest. The
best poets- of the period, Howve, Sangster, Chauvean and the
gifted but unhappy Crémiazie wvere thoroughly national iii spirit.
Somne historical wvorks wvere wvritten in Ontario and Nova Scotia,


