
"When. we were at play, lie wvas always at -,ork-." JL was the
intenitiou of the ýroung graduate toa study lJaw and for nine ycars

* he remnained at the Middle Temple in London. But the calling of
a lawyer was flot Burke's vocation. The great probleru of social

* progress appealed more strongly to him, an~d ail biis time and
* Onergies iiierc given up to its study. In order to understand the

question mnore fully, lie travclled cxtcnsively on the Continent.
Zomne cam. that lie visited Arnerica, but, altmougli lie did express

* the wisla of doing so, his wish ivas nover realided.
The y-car 1756 wvas an important olie in the life of the great

orator, for it was the year in -%viceh lie married, and in wvhich lie
published his first work, "A Vindication of Natural 'Society hy
a Late Noble -Wiiter." lu thmis essay B3urke irnitates the style
and arguments of Lord Bolingbroke but lie refute% that infidel
writcr's attack- on revealed religion. Bolingbroke tried to show

* that the world owed ail its wickedncss to Clirîstianity, but
* Burke along- the saine Unes of rcasoning as enmiployed by his -

versary, proved timat Christanity is, was, and always will be the
cause and. chiampllion of ail good and of ail progress.

On January lie twcneity-sevcnth, 1766, Burke delivcred bis
first speech in the B3ritish flouse of Gommons and rceived the
congratulations of Pitt for bis ereditable effort. Firom this date
on, the life of B3urke is tlic listory of the times. During bis long
political career lie -%vas always honest and brilliant, and it was

* not iwitliout; reason thiat lie -was nained "thje Bossuet of polities."
le advocated freedoîn of the press, Catholie Emancipation, and
religious toleranc, but showved his abhiorrence for Athieisrn in the
followiug words: "The mnost cruel blow that can bc offered to
civil Society is thiroughi Athieism."

lu 1774 Burlze was clectud Memiber of Parlianient for Bristol,
and his speech, on that ocpasion, iii wliichi lie outlined the duties
of a representative towards his constituents. is ene of tme most-

* read pieces of oatory 1o.

The speches and at;titude of this great l)arlianientarian, be-
ferai du.rinir and after the Anierican -war furnislh us with a strik-
ing exaaaple of a man who did muot fear to speak his mmnd corne
what may, and of a leader wvho hiad the courage of his convie-
tioflB. Ife opcnly denounced the dealingys of the goveriiment withi
the American colonists as unworthy ef a nation suehi as England
a.nd cerafessed his sympatlîy witlî the oppressed thus: 1< confess
te y-ou freely that thc suffcrings and distresses of the people of
JAmeriea ini t.his cruel wvar have at tiimnes afflicecd mue more dceply

* tlîai 1 eau.Z express."
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