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Plastot ainb Ilpeople.
I1IE SACREfl.

1 askea llte roses, as i),ey grcw
Richet and lavelicr in thit hue,
Wbaî nmade their kints so rich and liriglit
1'hey ansverctd, "L)Okimg toward Ille Iight
PAl,, ýcret dent siid henicarni mine;
God nent îny Ile tanlbclike thine,
Rtadiant with laavenly lcauty hiight,
liy simpîly looking tvataid the Light

-SnayS, /o'I imes.

1 walkeal eiaesîlcthe illned coin
One sacreat, silcot Satîbail moin,
rhejsutî warad anithe tranahes iic.l,
1 iteard a single i ýtinZ id,
And at anaway 'en trcn n ie
The distant church belis ctîied for me.

Andl lack (ran ildhood's mist and dîcan,
,ent caine a den and raiant gîcani.

1 know nat why, ihis day, in souîh
My thoalaL shoauld sîray ta lithat i Rui,
%Vho in the ttailey harvest's sheen
Stili walks, stîtl bencîs the cars tn gîcan,
Mil in thet aas; af glimmerang dawn
Flits losiieward ec're the alust tc gane
And in Naonui", loving clasp
Finds hape anti îoy wvithin ber grasp.

But it is Ruth I scen ta sece,
Sweex. sienden, lissoane, ieckoning me
To that eltill tie of childish bliss,
1-.ih's derest îhing ti,inohei's his,
Whlen in a Bible woin and aId.
But. worth larmoie than genis and golal.
\Vc ltte ones an Sabbath day
\Vould rend uIlestiors, spd aOur svay
Throuuh Abrahanm and Isaac dawn
,ra Davids deàs ai gleat renawvn,
And find no laie in ail the books
Sa suac tn wake deliglited loaks
As those old Bible stories did.
Bletween thase Icahai cavers hiul.

Ruih and Naomi, deathless liait.
\Veur voices tauch tbis mrtant air;
A vision ai yau, age and youffh,
îNaorni, grave and tsîiting RLuth.
Unto niy cyci ta-day is borne
Ilice by these fields ai wnving corn.
-M1ja rgaret E .anjr.tr, in ithe Chi,,,,ta,:ln-

felleener.__________

%V:atc aor Tatt(%az C )vaa 'FaTE.

C11IàT T.!17BI S 11E 4ARE.

leW Rb.V. CIlARLSs tttUDItET.

He was on ail points teîpted like as we
are. . - -" Bowcan ibat lie? The Lord
was about thirty-thirce years aid, when the
lews crucified fliar Too early ia lite, it
seetrrs 'c. me, ta le weary ai lite, o tempto-
tifan camion ta atficted nid age. Is it a sin
tn tac weary ai lite ? Penhapsnont. And yet
can we apprave ai Job's prayer that it
would please God ta desxray liii (job vi. 9).
Paul also confesses ta a desire todepant, and
ta bie wiîh Christ, whîch is far better
(Ph]. i. 23)- Bath the patriorch and the
aposîle were aId mea, bath had keenly suif-
ered, bath had feit the chafing ai tht heavy
cross on tbeir sboulder, la the long jnurney
of lMe. At thirty-tbree, the physical
powers ai mankind are yet at their liest.
Hope's susxaîing pnwer ta thc mmnd bas flot,
hast mcli, if any ai its elasxicixy. But ox
sîxty, and lieyoad sixîv, thc lady is daily
gcttig weakcr, and eartbly hopes bave neon-
ly lost their influence ta encourage ta ntw
effart. To îany aId mcn, life is a slow
martyndoni. The sigbx graws dim, the bear-
ing is dulltd, and motion is pain. Tesus
neyer expeienced sucb a lufe as tîcy. Bu'
could He? Old agt s, ta anc stase, corrupt-
ion. "<David saw corruption, but Ht whnm
God raised agaln saw uno corrupien " (Acts
xiii. 36). From thet tue that the average
mon recdes thirty-tbrce, corruption sets in.
Death is notconly tht stoppage ai the pulses
af tht beant. The falling loir, the decayed
xeeth, the sifening articalations, are port ai
tIe praccss af corruption. Jesus sufféed
a violent dcath, but ta ny xhinking, Ht neyer
lad ta expziende that slow, graduai decay
wbich aixen mîikts aId age sa painful. Vas
Ibis the reasan tbat lie wos cux off so Young ?
Soie men live ionreegnrainChrist
iived only anc. Sa tacame back tathetexx
wbicb suggesxcd these thaughts, 1, an aId
man, rsk: ;Haw wos He la aIl points tempt-
cd as we are? and os the Chistian's iaitb

gives Him the victary aver the tcmptatinds
special to nid age, might tbere not tu this
aiso lie iuuad a confirmation ofittie Saviaur's
words ini John xiv. 12 : "IlIe that believeth
an me, thc works that 1 do shahli e do aseo;
and greater works than thesti shail ic do,
beciuse 1 go unte My Father ?
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WirIA T TIIEI' IVA NT.

The re are tbousands of people, away f ram
God, out of Christ, destitute ai spiritual lite,
who sccretly want to ,e tendcrly, lavingly
told i the great concern wich Christ bas
for tbem. They cannat lie scalded iata the
kingdomn. They wil lot bear harsh dentia-
ciations af their sinfulness. These drive
them stiill nrther away fromn Christ and the
trutb. A writer says: I Poor, depraved,
full of sorraw and woe, test men needed the
words af hope, and Christ drew themn with
Mis tcaderness. He told theni af the divine
lave. He tald them af a Father who wauld
camne forth ta meet them, an their penitent
return ta Him, wha 'wauld rua and fail on
tbt: prodigal's neck and kiss hi; who would
wekamre him ta the aid home and put tbe
best robe on bim and make a glad festival
afithe day af bis home-coming. Siaful men
wanied sucli words as these. They struck
on their bearts like tbe tanies ai inspiring
music." Very true. It was only bypocrites
and the wilfully perverse sianers for whom
Christ bad cutting denunciations. But for
al Iow autcasts, hawevcr polluted, he always
bad a hopeful word, a cheering cal, a sweet
invitation and laving anms. And tbe most
of Chris's appeals ta sinners-nearly ail ai
them-were keyed an a very tender scale
and toucbing note. This is aur tesson.
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T'/O UG TS ON il CN0871JCIS 4II.

BY RF.V. W. C.. jOflAN, 1B.A.

This is a subject that needs scientific
handling by campeteat persans and it is
probable tbat it is receîviog sucli treatment
in viraious places. Ever since Cbristianity
became a power in the lite af the world it
bas bad its outlook upon the realm af
thouglir, and there bave been those whase
special business it bas beea ta show tbat
tbings whicb reason cauld nt discover may
bce in barmony with the igbest reason.
lience the position af apologetics changes
with every aew generatian, and it may lie
that we are somewhat slow ta adjust aur-
selves ta cbanged conditions and new de-
mands. Leaving that question ta those
wbom it mnay concern we may remark tbat
there is always the average man's vicw aif
things, and he bas bis thauglits wbea those
who do a good work in populanising physical
science seek ta do a questionable work la
populanising IlagnasticismnI as the solvent
ai superstition and the destroyer af atheisi.
This layiag eniphasis upon hamac;
ignorance may lie very gaod sa long as it s
used ta encourage a spirit af humility in
the face oftbe great problem af lite, but
wben it in tura becames a daRma which
make itsehf the ally ai a sballow secularisi
and threatens ta crusb aur noblest aspira-
tions then even Ilcamion sease 'Irises ta
rebellion against it. We will naw briefly
set forth a iew b*nts along tbis Une. i. It
seenis strange ta the ordinary ian that those
who kaow sa lttie should nt nly mark ont
witb precîsian the Ibouadaries af bumnan
knowledge-a subject that bas exercised the
thouglits of the greatest thiakers in ail ages
-but should aiseotlrit the pnwer ai God.
Wekaow, ai course, that the more modest
ai those who reject revelation state that the
anly reason is tbat tbey fiad the evidence for
it insufficient. In many cAses no doubt that
is, truc but in much ai the reasaniog on that
side there seems ta lie a subite presupposi-
tien against the possiblity ai revelation, a
view ai the Il reiga ai law Ilwbicb _supposes

that man dwells ia a clased circle inacces-
stble toanay Inlaencesexcept thoie whichare
mechanical, or purely natural. This vlew
narraws human life by settling in an arlilir-
ary manner maa's place la natture, and
white dwclling upon the aearness ai aur
relatiansbip ta tbe lower creatures shuts us
où fram the kingdom ai Gad. W'e cannt
help thiaking that :i i bad betapassible for
men in the pasxta live in sucli a close
atiosphere, the purest aspirations would
have been stifled, and the marcli ai pro-
gress stopped. One cannt help regretting
sucli tendeacies ai thauglit. Lt is a bigli price
ta pay even for the most brilliant speciaism.
Il aman caanat in these days say with Bioehm

11I have takenaail kaowlcdge ta lbe my pro.
vince," lie îav graceiully decline ta b lin
prssoned in a siali corner matked out 'y
any man. And as for the Divine Lle we
can stili say, "lIn Him wc live and nove
and have aur being, and lie is nat far tram
any ane ai us."

2. A sligbt reading ai hîstary shows us
that it is not gaod ta lbe hasty la puttiag
limîts upon the advance af man's knnwledge.
We concede willingly that the Gteek thiak-
ers wbo despised experiment and spoke
sigtingly ai useful inventions were one-
sided, and that th2y suffered evea in the
realm ofa thauglit that was dearest ta them
by that onesidedness. Those who first
recogaized clearly that the natural world is
a manifestation ai intelligence, and those
wbo tauglit that Ilthe proper study ai mia-
kind is man," have left us words that the
world will not willîngly let die," but we are
not cancerned ta censure thcm uaduly on
accaunt af their limitations, or defend their
conteîpt for natural science. We may
learo a tesson iri the ioct that the apostle
ai induction who poured suc laftîy scara
upon tbem did not iully understand them,
and neyer realized how muclihecawed ta,
theni. Most ofus are prepared toodmttthat
it was an evil tbîng whea investigatiaus ino
the works of nature werc stopped by
churcb authority, or scholastic dogmatism
or popular prejudice ; at prescat we dlaim
the fullest freedom for experiment, reserv-
ing ai course the riglits ai burmanity and
maralixy. W/hile this is clearly.understond,
we are ont prepared ta give the wbole
domain ai bumanuic eand thaughx iota the
bauds ni the physical scientist. This ot-
tempt ta pia ian dowa ta the sphere ai
sense is another "Il aisehaod af extremes"
which wlll praduce a reoctian, and ai that
we cauo nly hope it will ont lie tan severe.

3. Then a very superficial acqua!nxaace
with physical science suggests that the at-
tempxta set up a bard and fast line af dii-
fereace between this ad other spheres ai
tbougbt connat lbe justified. Trac it bas
the odvontage in maoy departmeots ai
sensible expeiment, but wben it cornes ta
work up particular facns ino a bady ai
reasoned knowledge it must avait itself af
ideas that are cammon ta alrmains ai
thauglit. Without dealiog nowwith the nature
oi aur perceptions ai the things we do really
sec, how maan ai the great tbings af the physi-
cal world are unseen. IlAxais " are unseen
things, tbiags which no man bath seen or
con sec and yet they are very powerfal in
the world ai science. Ta the cbemist they aie
the great realîties o! lie. Ibve abolishthemn
ond put Ilcentres ai force "-whatever thcy
mayîmean-ia tbeir place, we are still dealing
wixh an invisible world. Il Ether " as a
medium for thc transmission ai liglix is ont
ether visible or tangible but it is Ila acces-
sity ai tbougli." Now we do not liclieve
that ony man is broughxtat believe
in Il Gcd," Ilthe world " and "lself" liy
arguments howcvcr clever tbey mayble, but
we are convinced that wben ve came ta
analyse our batîcis in these realities the
pracesses ai thouglit iavolved are not very
much unoike those used by thc scicntist in
bis attempt ta give a rational explanation ai
nature. *White therefore tbeoloi.y nay nox
lie a science la the narrow sente tbat
cbemistry is Il a science*." caaflnlng Its at-
tention ta ane body of focts, and their laws,
it may lie a science in the soie sense as the

modern science af aaîhropologr which draws
ils facîs frant cvery departient af i 1e au,
history.

4. Il seenis aLe ai the strangesxt hings af
ail that any anc should regard agnosticisnm
as an effective wentpon ta use against super
stition. Y history teaches us onything il us
that il Is upcn thîs iatsebood that the com-
mon ian cannex know anythlng about Gad
or religion that superstitions and dagmatisnis
have always rested. If the religious instincts
catîld lic crusbcd, or the religious needs
sati5fied, in some other way, then agnastic.
isi miglit tîrougli scieatific education cape
with superstition and deliver the humait
race frai the incubus ai religion and lead i
aux loto the promîscd land af notbingness.
But thîngs remaîning as tbey are, if man cani,
nt know aaytbîng about Gad, there must bcx
a privileged race ai pricsts ond mediators ta
teacla hlm bow ta worsbip and how ta live.
V/c bave seen in aur owa time agnosticismn
marde the servant ofIilghChurchism,and those
wba look coreiully may sec the soie thit1
in a variety ai Ionms. Even wben agaastik-
isi cames as the pratector ai religion promn
ising ta make il se Impalpable th,'t ils
enemies will lie compelled ta say:

/e (do il wrong, being sa mnaicstical,
To chier it the shor ai violence.

For itia as 'he air invuîneratlale,
And aur vain blows malicious îockety."

Wc still (car theIl Greeks liringing gis,"
and preter a religion that will mingle wiîlx
aur camion feelings and bear the bruot of
lIfe's batî.

5. As the space at aur disposaI is so
bni we must bie content with ane more
thouglix very rnughiy presenxed. The aven.
age maxi must sometimes lie amazed and
amascd at the ambition ai those wbo cati
theinselves agnostiis. V/c nced flot mention
rinies now as we have no room for detailed
critîcisi, but confine aur remarks ta a few
facîs wbicb cao hardly lie disputed. Tbe
moEt compreheasive systen ai pbilosopbl
ever attempxcd by any Englshîan, camnes
tram I"a prophet ai evoîtion"wosy
that nature is the manifestation ai a porrer
that is inscrutalile. WVe cannt now ask
haw far a power that manifests itself is in-
scrutable, as that would lie ta raise tht wholi
question agoin, we siîply note that saime of
tbose who accept this statement sil dowD
quickly and write the bistary af the universe
frai the tume whea it was siîply a "nebu-
tous baze"Ilup ta aur own day. Il k admii
ted thot there are a few unsolved questioný
but il is expcctcd that soan the gaps wll he
fllled up, and the blstory ai marier arnd ci
ie complctcd. WeV are glad ta meet such
liuoyancy ai spirit, and vigar ni imaginatioD,
but with sucli a depressiug doctrine we
scorcely expected il. And we are speciallyux-
terested when ant ai tbis scbaol traces witb
confidence, ilfloet clearncss, the niassae,
irai Ilwavcs af force" tbrough Ilneutrul
tremors " inta simple sensations ad elaboi-
ate conceptions, and ail this without a sont
Truly it is marvellous, andsan agnosticism
bas solved for ber '« the problems ai life axl
mind." And yet Professor Tyndal had sald
"tthe passage tramn the physics ai the brai:
ta thc iacts oficonsciousaess is uothinkable.'
Sa Il is admîtted an thc higlicax scientiâ'
authonity that there is something beh(od tht
lirain, and we are allowed ta cati that saint-
thing "soul," if we remember thax v!
are talkiag paexry and not science. Accore
iog ta tbat view ai poetry it may be tbo
poetrv deals with realities as important àt
the "I acts ai science."
"Thoughts whosc vcry swcetness yielalcth prW

Trhat they wte buhrin for immortility."

It bas alLeen tcni romarked tî
Tablati sennis ta le unable o tmnake oM,
verLt by his tuachiags. Theoa j, bor
over, ane exception. Prince Diffiî
Rhilkow, a rnul Russion nobLebao ir
up hie estates te his tenanterescrru
oniy a amail plot, wvhich ho i8 tillingi
persan. H-ie influence over the nurraun&*"
population i8s nid to lia vory great, adm0
ennezse and violence have practically
cd, The disciple lias ovidently grea'
influence than theIa aster, for TaIstoi
regardad by his tonante with suspicion.


