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SABBATH S6HOOL 4FEAGHER.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON 1.
Jan. 6, NEMOBOAM, FIRST KING OF {: Chron, xli.
1878. FUDAN. -1z

GoLbeN Trxt :-—“Wh;—ho humbled bimself, the
wrath of the Lord turned from him.” Verse 12.

HOMP. STUDIES.

M. 1 Chron. xxix. 10-30....Solomon succeeds David,
T. 1 Kingsxi.4-23........ The division foretold.,

W, 2 Chron. ix. 22-+31......End of Solomon’s reign.
Th. 2 Chron. x. 1-19. .. .....Thedivisionaccomplished.

F. 2Chron. xi. 1 17....... Rchoboam's early reign.
S. 2 Uhron, xn. 1-16 .. ....End of Rehoboam’s reign,
S. Jpmestv, 1 10 ... ... Grace to the humble,

P HELIS TO STUDY.

*N'e rcturn stow to the Old Testament hislo:{. There are
two PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS to h@answered.

1. Whoavrote and what is the purpose of the Book from
which the lessons for the cnsuing quarter are taken?

in the Hebrew canon the Chronicles form a_single book,
entitled, ** Book of the Events of the Times.” It ins
with Adam, and ends abruptly in the middle of Cyrus’ de-
cree of restoration. The continuation of the narmative s
found <o the Book of Ezm, which begins by repeating 2
Chron, xxxvi. 22, 23, and filling up the fragment of the
decree of Cyrus. A closer examination leads to the conclu-
sion that Chronicles, Ezrz, Nchemiab, were origmally one
work, dicplaying throughout the peculiarities .nd language
of a single edifor, wko wae most probably Ezra,

The great object of Ezra and his contemporanes was to
re-infuse something of national Jife and spirit into the heant
of the people, and to make them feel that they were still the
inheritors of God's covenanted meraies.  The threads of the
ol national life broken by the captivity have again to be
gathered up.  The people require to e reminded of their
cntire history, to be shown that their prosperity depended
upon their faithfulocss to Jehovak, and that their sins were
the cause of their overthfow and humiliation. It is wnh
these aims that the past history of the Kingdom of David is
re-written in the Bouoks of Chronicles, with frequent allu-
sions (o recent cvents and constant reiteration of their great
|cligiousrlc:uchinfs. . o

2. What is the connection of our present series with the
last series of Old Testament lessons?  We begin now at the
same point as we did last year, the division of the Kingdom.
Read over the notrs on the first lessons of 1877.  We traced
the Kingdom of tsmael to its end. We are now about to
follow out the parallel progress of the Kingdom of Judah.

Upon the death of Solomon, Rehoboam his son was made
king, (2 Chron. ix. 31.) He rcfused to redress the grievances
of the peaple. Conscquently ten tribes revolted and made
Jeroboam their King. (2 Clwron. x. 16-19; 1 Kings xu. 19,
20,) Rehoboam raived an army of 180,000 mien to subdue
the rebels, but was compelled by Divine constraint to reline
qif' s his-intention.

Our lesson brings before us, first, his

1. TRANSGRESSION AND ITS PUNISIMENT : Verses1-5.

1. Theking's sin>-=Verse 1. After he was reealled from
his intended expedition aganst Israel he proceeded to
establish the kingdom, by fortifying his capital, which he
surrounded with & chain of fortresses, garrisoned cities in
which e placed princes of his house, 2 Chron. xi. § 12;
and by welcoming the fzithful priests and woxshirpm of
jchovah'who were dniven from the kingdom of Ismel by
Jeroboam, 2 Chron. xi. 13-17. ]

Thus he strengthened himself, but not ia God, Ps. .
7; Prov. xvi. 2. It was an ungodiy, and thercfore a fulse

rity, Ps. Ixaiii. 125 boxi. 12,

He forsook the law of the Lord, Jer. ii. 13; 1 Kings
1x. 9. The prosperity of fools 1s thewr destruction.  There
arg pecuhias dangers in the possession of gicat wealth o:
sower. Dan. iv. 30; 2 Chron. xxvi. 16.

All Israel with him, Ps. xiv. 3; cvi. 215 Hos. xiii. 9.

IWkat svaste of opportunities is here. Rehoboam was of
mature age (forty-onc years); he nberited the temple, the
treasures, the experience of David and Solowon; he had the
bast material of all Israel in a small compact territory.  But
he utterly fails to improve his blessings. Lot us beware.
No one can cxcuse an unfaithful stewardship upon the plea
of lack of opportunity. ..

Dependerice spon suf Lads o frsibing God. No man
can sin alone. ~ The sinner drags down others with him.
The niore prominent his position, the more dire will be the
cffects of his bad example. )

2. Thesuffering which followed the sin, Verses 2-5. In
the fifth year. The king's :npostac; began in the fourth
year. Retribution quickly follows Even in llgis is scen
God’s mercy, 10 sending the discipline before the sinners had
beoome hardened in guilt.

Shishak, king of Egypt, (notc 1) came up.—An
ancient enemy becomes again God's rod for the chastise-
ment of his people.  God often uses the pride and ambition
of ‘one man to punish the sinand folly of another.

Becaust they had transgresscd.—bin was the bad
policy which wrought minr. .

ithout number.—A vast amay of roving hordes.
(Note 2.) Judgesvi. 5; 2<Chron. xiv.12; xvi. §; Nahum dii.
9; Jer. xlvi. 9-10,
hen came Shemaizh.—Once before he had appeared
to prevent bloodehied. 2 Chron. xi. 2-4. Now he comes in-
terpreting the meaning of their calemitics.  Prophets were
not sent to gratify idle curiosity, but to sct forth God's will.
Forsaken me. They that lesve God's law (verse 1) leave
God imself. I have left yeu.  The worst of all calami-
ties. Jud. x. 13; 3 Chroa. xv. 3, .

When God forsakes aman or a natton, what avails strength

or policy ?

LPrvishment  follows sin as surcly, though not glways
so closely as our shadow follows us.

God makes use of various instruments, and is as directly
the Worker in orduinary methods as in muracles..

Il PENITENCE AND  PrOSPERITY : Verses 6 12
Humbled themselves, ** Kven kings and princes must
either bend or break befure God, either be humbled or be
ruined.”  Trouble is not in vain when it brings men to
humility, Hos. v, 15. God brings men and nations low
that they may look upward. ‘‘From the top of a tower one
looks on the carth ; but, from the bottom of a well, onc sees
the stars.”  So these men in their humility began to under-
stund God's chamcter; for they said, The Lord is
righteous. Lam, i. 18. They leamnt also submission to
God's righteous dealings. The Lord saw their sorrow 2s

uickly as He saw their sin.  Luke xv. 20, *1 will not
gcstroy." ** Those who acknowledge Cod righteous will
find Him gracious.”

My wrath shall not be poured out. ~"Their ives we-e
spared, and the city was not destréyed. e in whose hand
is the heart of kings, so turned Shishak from s purpose,
that he was content with the spoils of the temple and the
palace without molesting the city.

Nevertheless, repentance restores to favour; but God

often still permits the consequences of the sin to overtake
the sinner, not in anﬁcr but 1n mercy.  What would have
been pumshment to tbe ungodly, becomes discipline to the
peratent.  They shall be his servants,  livery one has
a master. If not God, it is the evil one. That they may
know my service, that is, know hf sad expericence, the
difference between the easy yoke which God put upun them
and the hard service of their enemies. It is well when the
bitterness of sin makes men reahize the sweetness of Godd's
service.
. Shishak took away the treasurces, the vast wealth ac-
cumulated by David and Solomon. He took all. 2 Kings
xav, 13-15.  What a humilation. The shields of gold.
There were 500 of them, 200 larger ones, worth probably
about $3000 each, and 300 smallerones. 1 Kings 1x. 16;
*. 16-17.

Shic7lds of brass.—Thus the king tried to hide lus
shame.  Oh, the folly of pretence!  Foolish hearts seek to
heep up the shadow of greatness when its reality is gone.
Verse 1t mcans that the shiclds were only taken out of the
place where lhc{ were kept, when they were borne by the
body-guard, as the king went in state to the house of the
Lord.

in Judah things went well.—Literally, *“ there were
good things.” The good things of grace.  There was more
real prosperity in the humiliation of the kingdom than there
had been in its power.

Penitence averts God's anger.

FHe that humbleth hrmself shall be exalted.

Rehoboam's reign presents four periods, which are alter-
nately bad and good. .

First, we sec the vain youth contemptuously refusing
Isracl’s petition, threatening them with a heavier yoke and
sorer chastiscinent, and, when the standard of revolt is <ct
up, first ignominiously fieving to the capital, and then pre-

ring a vast army to crush the insurgent tribes,  Here Re-
mlmm is the vain, cowardly, and tyrannical despnt.

Second, we see how open he was to infincnce, whether
good or bad. Jchovah's prophet warns him not to fight
with Israel, and at once he refrains, and then wisely sets
ahaut fortifving the cities of Judah, and so guarding agaunst
an attack on the part of Jetoboam. And God rewards him
by bringing back to his allegiance the priests and Levites of
the northern tribes, and all *“such as set their hearts to seeh
the Lord,” thus strengthening the kingdom in the best pos-
sible way, by supplying it with a godly population. Here
Rehoboam is the obedicnt and favored successor of David
and Solomon.

Thiid, we sec Rehoboam spoiled by prosperity.  When
he ‘“had cstablished the kingdom and slrcngt&wnc«l himselt,
he forsook the law of the Loid.”  Then com- in the parailel
account in t Kings xiv., detailing the apostzsy of the people;
and thea the ravages of Shishak, the first i “asion by a foraign

wer for nearly 2 century  Here Rehohoam is the hack.
sliding idolatet, bringing calamity on the people.

Fourth, we sec the king and the princes, at the word of
the same prophet they obeyed before, “humbling themeclves
before God,” =nd, in consequence, God mercifully grantirg
deliverance ; and then, apparently, an improved condition
of things for the test of the reign (see verse 12).  Here Re-
hoboam appears as the returning prodigal.

In which of these four penods was Rehoboam like us? 1If
the first or the third, repent ! If the sccond or the fousth,
be humble, thankful, stcadfast !

Why have changing periods of the hind at ail?
much happier to be whole-hearted in God’s service.

Bot we have no power in ourselves to help oursclves.
Therefore lct us *‘prepare our hearts to seck the Lozd,”
whose grace is ail-sufficient.

FOR THE LITTLE ONES.

How

T wonder how many of these boys ever climbed to high
places? And do youever fall? Would you rather fall from
a high place, nr from alow place? Being proud is <ome-
thing like being in a high place; not just the kind of high
places about which we have beea talking.

When Rehoboam was first made king, he obeyed God's
law. Hc wasant proud, so we will say he was in a low
place, that is, he was hamble, and God Ulessed him and
made him a great Ling. Morc and more people, because
they did not wish to worship golden calves, came to live in
his country, and Rchoboam built many cities. \When Reho-
boam became so ¢ he grew proud 3 so proud that when
he had been King four years, he thought only about pleasing
himszlf, and stopped worshipping God and trying to please
him; then God punished Rchoboani. IHow many of you
would like to know how God punished Rechoboam? Do

a believe hiz let King Ieroboam and his soldiers take him ?

'cs.  No, but God let another king named Shishak bring
50 many soldiers and people from a far coantry that King
Rehoboam became frightened.  Shall I read you from the

Bille, what word Gud sent to Rehoboam by las pro*;hcls?
2 Chror. ai. §. *F Ye have fotsuken me 5 thérefore have 1
also left you in the hands of Shishak ;" he had for<aken God,
and God had forsaken him.  Rehoboam was afrawd to ight
Shishak without Gud for his belpcr, and he began to feel
sorry for his proud ways, and cried to God t forgive him.
The {Bible tells us that when he humbled himself, the
wrath of the Lord turned from him.

This 4 our Golden ‘Text for to.day. God said to Reho-
boam, ** I will not let Shishak kill you, but y a1 must be his
servant and obey him, so that you wiil rzmmember to
obcy m=. Do you thunk Rehoboam was proud any longer?
How was lic then ? Could he serve Gad better as a King or
as a Servan' 2 Can a proud heart or a humble heart serve
God best?  Let the Golden Text be repeated by the classin
concert.

FEXPLANATORY NOTES,

Fo1. Shishuk.—The Sheshonh 1. of the munuments, first
suvaagn of the Bulaste, o1 twenty-sccomldynasty of kgypt.
tucsault o a s confuu the chironology of the Bille, e
was the uld friend and supposed father-m-faw of Jeroboam.
Eady in the present century, during the exploration of gyp-
tian rms which cummenced with Napoleon's occupation of
the country, the monumental record o} the identical invasion
of Palestine by Shishiak was discovered, sculptured vuon the
walls of the great temple of Karnak. It was a list’ of the
countries, citics, and tribes conquered or ruled by him, or
tributary to him.

. 2. Lubim.— Liliyans, a nation on the African coast west
of Egypt, and on the northern confines of the great desert.
They secn to have been first reduced by the Eg yptians, about
$8.C. 1250,  Sukkim. -“‘Tent-dweller<,” an Arab tribe
dwelling in the deserts south of Palestine.  Others believe
them to be the Trogludytes, or ** cave-dwellers,” inhabiting
the caverns of a mountain range on the coast of the Red Sea,
Ethiopians. —*' Dark-compleswned.” ‘They occupied the
country south of Lgypt, cxtending vver modernNubia, Sen-
mar, and Northem Abyssinia.  They were a dark-com-
plevioned, stalwart race, *“ men of stature,” and finc-looking.
Fenced cities.—The walled cities which Rchoboam had
fortificd as a line of defence on his southern border.  Chron.
xi. §-12,

THE ALTERED MOTTO.
Oh'! the bitter shame and sorrow,
‘That a time could ever be,
When I let the Saviour's pity
Plead in vain, and proydly answered :—
¢ All of sclf, and none of Thee,”

Yet e found me; T beheld Him

Bleeding on the accursed tree,
Heard Him pray : “Forgive them Father !
And my wistful heast said famtly :—

““ Some of seif and some of Thee.”

Day by day His tender mercy,
Healing, helping, full and free,

Sweet and strong, and ah ! so patient !

Brought mc Jower, while 1 whispered :
¢ Less of self, and more of Thee.”

Higher than the highest heavens,
Jeeper than the deepest sea,
Lond, thy love at Iast hath conquere | ;
Grant mie nuw wy soul’s desire :—
¢* Nouz of szif and all of Thee.”

—T7%. Mogiod,

WueN I come to this blessed Word, which is God's
ook, I am safe; and if 1 have to stand alone, I would
tand alunc. I love that word ~puken by the great Reform-
cr, wheo he was told that the world was agninst him—
“Then,” replied he, ‘T am against the wolld."—Rev. 1.
. Rrause.

giz‘ths, Alarriages and Deaths.

NDT EXCEZDINC FOUR LINES 25 CENTS,

MARRIED.

On_December 19th, 1 Bolton village, at the residence of
James Muasie, Faqq., uacle of the bude, by Rev. P. Nicol,
Mr. H. A. Boanar, M.U.P. and S.0., of Chesley, County
x'_f Biuce, to Miss Maggic, daughter of Alexander Munsie,
Esq., of Albion.

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERY.

ToroNTO.—Knox Church, Toronto, on 3rd January.

Lixnsay. — At Woodville, on 26th of Febmuary,

BARRIE.—At Barrie, 1st Tuesday of February.

STRATHORD. -~ In Knox Chuich, Stratford, on 29th Jan-
ULy, at 10 a.n.

WiiTeve-— In St. Andrew’s Church, Whithy, on 3rd Tucs.
day of December, at 11 am.

SAUGEEN. —At Mount Forest, on the third Tuesday of
December, at 2 o'clock p.m.

OweX Sousp.—In l‘;i\ision Street Church, Owea Scuad,
on Tuesday, 18th Dec., at 10 a.m.

KinGstoN. —In St. Andrew's 1lall, Kingston, on Tues-
d:\},-, 8th Jan., 187§, at 3 p.m.

ARIS. —At Ti{sonburg, on Tucsday 18th Dec., at 7.30

pom.

Loxpos. —In first Presbylerian Churek, Load
Tuesday 1Sth Dec., at 2 m’. ' om on

OTTAWA.—In St. Andrew's Church, Ottawa, on Tues-
day, 5th February, at 3 p.m.

Cuarniam —In Wellington Church, Chatham, on 1Sth
Dc;,:cmbcr, at 11a.m. Inth

ETERBOROUGH, —In the Miil Strect Church, Port H

on the third Tuesday of January, at 1,30 p.m. ' %



