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IT affords us inuchi pleasure to be able to
announce diat arrangements have been coni-

plctcd for a series of able and intercsting papers
on the stirring rcligious and ethical questions of the
time. AIl the contributors ta the series arc men of
distinction and writcrs of eminence, whose names
arc bouscbold wvords in bbc Churches of America
and Eurbpe. 1Following is the list of %vritcrs and
subjects .

Professop George P. Fisher, D.D., of Yale Iivinity
School, New llaven, Conti.. authoot iI Universal llistciry," Il Dii.
cussion in llistuty and Tlieology." etc. Ss./et-" aNfOI)XR%'Sci.
RYt.4iHc RsKAIt(if IA:NOScEi,'ridîsm."

Cunningham GeIkîs, D.D., of Bournemouth, England,
authur of Il Lile ofChrist,'* etc. Sstij.t-,* RgAciiIX,; T1I

Theodore Cuyler, D.D., ef lltaokl)n, N. Y.. Svby:t-
CuîISI'rIA-,ITry -'i HE IIOM."
Rev. J. H. W. Stuckenberg, D.D.. LL.D, of Berlin,

Grrmirnyl. Sly.* -- " TimCta cit AI) 'ýOý IALISMq.I
Rev Charles H Parkhurst, D D , oi New York. Sublec

_"TIIs Hl'RîzII ANI) TIIR STATE '

Senator Edmond de Pressense, D.D, of lPiris, Fiance.
Su'e I " %OF A R..,osR5IIAL 1% FltANCC.'

Professor Phillp Sohafi, D.D., LL D., of Union Theogi-
--al Sesîinaty, Ncw Vok, nuhot oaIl" llivniofa the Clîisin
Church," etc. Stabje-' PLFssNr 1'tAsKts OF ULTRNNMONI-ANý-

Rev. W. G. Blaikîs, D.D., LL.D., of Eîlînhtirgh, Scotland.
Su/,e-To le announced.

Rev. Arthur T. Plerson, D D.. of Philadephia, Pi., autiior
ai "The Ctisis of Missions," etc. Stibet-1, TEiDotNCIF-S OF
MODERN sDOVIIT."

Rev. J. Monroe Gibson, D.D., ai London, EngIand. S:db;ea
-~CIIRISTIANITY ANDST.IToNIui.
Rev. Edwin P. Ingorsoli, of Booklyn, N. V_ Stifiet-

'Tut CHuuRCH AND P1OPtstAR A>AIUSENtINTS."
Principal William Caven, D D.. of Knox Cullege, T.>-

tafla. Subet-Il A% AnaQýuAE SUI-P~LY OF %MîNIîsrvR.II.

In addition 10 the above il may also bc stated
that those regular contributors to these pages whosc
papers have in the past been sa highly appreciatcd
will continue 10 address our readers from l ime to
lime, while a number of men prominent in thte
Canadian Church will write on themes of permanent
and practical interest in a manner tbat will be found
clevating and profitable.

THE preposterous dlaims of the Roman CatholicTChurcb arc scen ini is declarations made from
lime b ltime on the validity of tvbat are knowvn as
mixcd marriages. The question is rcceivîng some
attention in Qucbec Province at present. The idea
that a Roman Catbolic man and wvoman married by
a Ilheretical,"' that is a Protestant, clergyman, incur
damnation by so doing is worthy of thc Middle
Ages. It is gravely put forth even -now in the Pro-
vince of Qucbec.

W HAT kînd of people must those be wbo del-
uged the County Attorney, the Crown

'counsci, tbe pionrs counisel and the officers of tbc
courtand tbc prisonerwilh letters during and aiter the
famoug (rial at Woodstock ? We have not heard Ihat
Mr. justice MacMabon was favoured, but no doubt
his Lordship had bis share. The condcmned man's
mail, we understand, was srmething marvellous. Is
il not humilîating titat in a country daîîed with
churches and scboolb3uscs Ihere shouid be so many
fools, so many cranks, so many persons of morbid,
mawkish laste ? The pastor and the school-master
have donc much for Ontario. There remains a
good deal of territory yet badly in need of cultiva-
tion._________

S0 much has been said against the Hon. Mr.1S Mercier in Ontario that il is very difficult to
make many people believe that the Quebec premier1
can do any good thing. Ncvertheless the fact is1

s ENSIliLE people of good taste mighit do agreat deal in the vay' of repressing the idiots
and cranikq who disgrace the country and make fools
of tiieiselvcs ini evcry cxcitement, cspiecially excite-
ment catise( b>' crime. Thousands of good citii.cns
have a %vakniess for paying too much attention te
«odd" people. The " odd " people arc oten vain,

conccited notoriety.hutnters, who are willing to do
antything for a little notice. In a quiet timie they
have little chance, but w~len an excitement of any
kind riscs they makie bay white the sun shines. If
every person wvho tries te connect himself in somte
way with an awfui occurrence like the Woodstocl,
tragedy were sotindly snubbed for lus pains, the
number of fools and cranks in the country would
soon decrease. If people who plume tlicmsetvcs on
being" odd" werc rcprcssed or even trcated with
sulent contempt, the nuisance would be partly
abated.

P OL.ITICS tuake sorte qucer complications.
'Manty Canadians would like to rejoice at the

ovcrtlîrowv of McKinleyism but their joy is restraincd
by the fact that Taminany Hall lhelped to put down
Mr. McKinley and bis tariff. The clergy and mati>
of the best citizens of New York of both parties
unitcd in a desperate struggle against Taiumany but
Tamrnany won. By force of circumistanccs a large
number of the clcrgy of New York City' had te fight
in favour of a tariff that is doing Canada no smail
amounit of injury and the worst clements of the city
did their bcsî against that tariff Verily self-gov-
erimnent brings some qucer compantionships. Our
neighbour the Globe would like to bhrow up ils cap
over the downfall of McKinleyism but the Globe
tbrough war and peace has alway's been the stctdfaist
friend of the Republican part>'. In life's great batîle
we cantiot always select our comrades.

THE British and Foreign Bible Society bas donc
Tmucli for lte circulation of tbc Scripturcs in

every land Civil freedom lias opcncd the way for
the distribution of the Bible, and efforts have nlot
been wanting to commcnd the word of God to the
Itatian people. White Bible societies are deserving
of libcral support, it is at the same ti.ne gratifying
to observe that enterprîsîng Italians arc endeavour-
ing to provide editions of lte Scriptures for the use
of their fllow-countrymen. Some time ago the
editor of Il Secolo, publishcd in Milan, commcnced
the issue of an illustrated edîtion of thte Bible in
wcekly parts at one cent cach. The venture lias met
'vitb mucb succcss, the publication baving reacbcd a
circulation Of 17,000 copies. A Jewish firmn in Milan
bas commenced the issue of the New Testament in
Italian, with Gustavc Doré's illustrations. This also
bas been favourably reccived. Another evidence of
rcviving religious interest in Italy is scen in the
annouincement of a " Life of jesus," on evangelical
Ues, by a prominent inember of the Italian Parlia-
ment.

THE Winnipeg Free Pressç has this to say on a
Tsubject that will stand and should receive

somte discussioî5 :
Mr. justice MacMahon, befare wbomn the Birchail trial was

being held, characterized the cross-examination of one of the
wtnesses as cruel. There are sanie cross*examinations which
would stand a harder name than that, even ta the extent of
calling themn brutal. Sanie iawyers seern ta think it is their
privilege ta braw beat and insuit a witness, wthout the least il.
pard far decency. Na persan, by the mere fact af entering a wit.
ness.bax, farfeits his right ta the sant consideration that he
wauld exact under any other conditian; and if flac praîected
in that right by the court lie wouid be justified in asserting it
for hiniself. It is quite a mistaken notion ta suppose that any
citizen of a frec country is oblîged to lay aside bis manliness
at the doar as be goes into a caurt-room.
It bas long been a mystery te respectable citizens
wbose duties occasionally take therm to court how
sorte grave judges allow witnessçs to be grossly in-
sulted by lawyers who try to make Up for their lack
of ability or the badness of their case by vile inuen-
does, cowardly insinuations, or ruffianism of one
kinid or another. The Hon. William McDougall
once said that thc reason he seldomn noticed news-
paper abuse was because he cared as litIle for a
blackguard writing in the: third storey of a ncwspaper

13 }'TRL*IN, that at the prescrit moment he ie engaged in a
'HF. strugglc with sorne of his own supporters on the

Lunatic Asylumn question. The Castors want the
bitobtitoj #Z , %tb., as>lums rnanagcd b>' the Church and the premier

TORONTO. wvants tlicni put undcr Govcrnment control and
inispectiol,. as the Ontario asylums arc. Thoughtful
people arc asking this question : How many of

n Advance. those who persistcntly, velbemeîitly and, in some
I.SýenI%?TImIej'r ietion , instances, violently denounccd the Quebec Premnier
year. Si Nc aodve,:îîensen; wlîen thcy tl:oughit he %vas wrong, wîil now hclp hini

onôobjectonable avtlemeî vcn b>' a %çord of encouragement whcn he is
undoubtcdly righit ? Ilow mnany ?

office as for a blackguard standingon the ground. Pev-
haps the reason why some judges allow such latitude
in cross examination je because they think a ruffian
in a gown and white neck-tie is niot worthy of any
more notice than a ruffian in his shirt sleeves in a
bar-room. Neither he is, but a court of justice is
tiot the place for displays of ruflianism.

ONE of the problems that every good Presby-
terian should bc trying to solve is how to

rcach the people-the whole body of the peope-
with facts, arguments and appeals in regard to thc
Schcemcs of the Church-especially our Mission
Schicines. Ail the people do not read Church papers.
Cornparativcly few attend missionary meetings. The
fewv who do attend arc usually those who are doing
their duty already. Many ministers do flot preach
on the Schemcs. Ir the duty and privilege of send-
ing the Gospel where it is not preached werc faith-
fully and a«fectionately set before the people, the
great maiority of themn would respond. Those who
have the claims of missions set before themn in that
wvay respond libcrally and there ie no reason Io
believe the others would not be equally willing.
WVould it tiot bc wise to learn something fromn poli-
ticians about reaching the people ? Gladstone iately
dclivered half-a-dozen speeches in Scotland that will
bc read by every Liberal in the land of cakes and
b>' tens of thousandq in the colonies. He reached
ihe people. Wlien the Ontario elections of 1886
and of the prescrnt year werc coming on, Mr. Mowat
issucd an addrcss that moved the Liberal battalions
mighitily fromn the Ottawa River to Lake Huron.
Ile reachcd the people. Is t>1ere no similar wvay
of. -=cling the people in regard to missions? Won't
son.,!body make a speech on home missions, and
somebody cIlse one on forcign missions that will
mnove the people when thcy read themn at their fire-
sides ail over the country ? Would any body try and
make an estimate of the number of people in an
ordinary congregation that contribute to mnission
work ? \Vhat we want is the whole peiople reached.
This is wanted for the sake of the people thcmselves
as well as for the sake of the work. When ail the
people aie reached, though individual contributions
may bc small, the aggregate is always good.

A SLASHING article in the Montreal Star on
the state of the Aged and Infirmn Ministers'

Fund, in which the wealthy members of the Pres-
byterian Church are charged with insincerity, hypo.
crisy and several other bad things, was no doubt
intended to bencfit the fund, but it will most likely
have a contrary effect. Lverybody who knows any-
thinpr about Presbyteriani people knows they cannot
be scolded into doing their duty. There may bc
sorne special reason or reasons why this fund is not
supportcd as libcrally as the other funds of the
Church. The Widows' and Orphans' Fund has bcen
wcll sustaîncd, and inight bc increascd. No one can
deny that of late, ail things considered, the Church
has dealt gecrously with her theological halls. As
co:nparcd with fifteen or twenty years ago, our
people give liberally to missions. There must be
some *eason or reasons why the people make the
Ageu and Infirni Ministers' Fund an exception.
Instcad of denouncing the people it would be much
wiser to appoint a special commission at the next
meeting of Assembly to investigate the causes that
prevent the fund from being weil sustained. The
Methociists are pursuing this course ini regard to
their fund, and their course is usually a wise one in
matters of money. Mr. Burnis and Mr. j. K. Mac-
donald ought to be able to give expert evidence by
this time. One thing is sufficiently clear. If a com-
misson cannot do any good, calling rich mnen narnes
will neyer mend matters. It lias never been shown
that men in moderate cîrcumnstances support the
fund any mrore generously than the ricb. Let a
commission be appointed, comnpose-d largely of busi-
ness men wbo ill go to workc in a business way, and
find out exactly what the people are thin;cîng and
sayînig about the working of this particular fund.
When the Church knows exactly how the land lies,
then something may bc donc to remedy the evil.
The only way to makce the fund a success is to
remove the causes that make it a failure.

A WA STED L IFE.

4 N unusual concurrence of circumstances has
A\ given to the doings and fate of the unhappy-

young man who perished on the scaffold last week a
world-wide notoriety. The events that led up to
the cri-e for which he suffered, the unearthing of the
miîrder, the character of the young mian against
whom the awful charge was made, his social stand-
ing and relationships contributedl to the great, not to
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