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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON XLII.

Oct. 20, THE PRODIGAL SON. Lulle xv.
11-24.

GOLDEN TEXT.-" I amn poor and needy; yet the
Lord tbinketh upon me: "-Ps. xl. 17.

HOME STUDIES.

M. Luke xiv. 25-35........... Forsaking ail for Christ.
T. Luke xv. i-K0.............Joy in heaven.
W. Luke xv. 11-24............ The Prodigal Son.
Th. Luke xv. 25-32............. The Eider Son.
F. Ps. xl. 1-17............... The Helper of the needy.
S. Eph. ii. 1-22............... The fan-off made near.
S. Ps. ciii. 1-22 .............. The pitying Fatber.

HELPS TO STUDv.

The Phanisees bad unwittingly become preachers of the
Glad Tidings. Filled with indignation because they saw
those whomn they bad cast out gatbered around Jesus, whose
coînpassionate love bad drawn them to Himself, tbey mur-
înured-Tbis man receivetb sinners. Jesus makes the
word of thein self-righteous biindness and j.ealousy the text
of a gracious discourse, in wbîch [He repeats and illustrates
the îruth which lbey had ignorantly spoken.

0f the tbree parables contained in this chapter, the firsf
two form a pair, presenting the same idea under two differ-
ent aspects. The grand thought common 10 botb is the
g/-ace of God, lus solicitude and love for the sinner. The
difference is tbis: The first under the figure of a lost sheep
represents the sinner ini bis misery, the object of the divine
comîpassionî; the second under the figure of a lost coin repre-
sents the sirner as one brecious 10 God. Il bings mbt
proniinence this idea of the value which God attaches to a
lost soul.

But the third parable rises far above these. Il also brings
before us the sinner both as a wetcbed being and a being
unspeakably precious 10 God. But it is no longer a lost
sbeep; on a lost coin, but a lost son.

But il goes even beyond titis. For it discioses the work-
ings of a sinne's own heant, the self-will and misery of bis
sin, the contrition and the joy of bis penitence and recovery.
Wbile in ils latter portions it returns 10 the point from whicb
the discourse of Jesus started, and in tbe eider brother sets
before the Pharisees the image of thein own discontent and
self-ighteousness. Il is witb the description of the younger
son that our lesson bas cbiefly 10 do. The parable descnib)es
bis wandening and bis neurn. But in each of these there
are two stages. So that in ail there are set before us four
phases in the repentant prodigal's life, bis sin, bis misery,
his conversion, and bis restoration.

1. SIN-vers. I1-13. The prodigal had evidently a kind
father and a happy home. But be is discontented. [He
wanted bis own way. [lis father's presence bas become a
resîraint to bim. Besides, the untnied wonld witbout aI-
tracts him. Il is the old ionging for the tree whose fruit
seerned pleasant 10 look upon, and the desire 10 " be as
gods "-Gen. iii. 5- It is thtus that the sinner turns to bis
own way-Isa. liii. 6-and deceives iînself with the expect-
ation of an unreal liberty, wbicb proves the bitterest bond-
age.

It is in Ibis spirit that the prodigal demands " the portion
of goods that falletb to bim. This would be one-haif of
what the eider brother would receive-Deut. xxi. 17. [He
wanted bis father's possessions, but not bis fatber's presence
and love. So we prefen the creature to the Creator: snatch
aI the gifts, wbile we forget or despise the giver. Self-wil
and selfisness-tbese are the sources of ail sin. How desir-
able, we tbink, il is 10 bave our own way, 10 please our-
selves. But Christ "pleased not Himself." [e "came
not 10 do His own will, but the will of [lim wbo sent Him."

Then, as the prodigal went mbt a fan country, and as
Adam hid bimself froîn God, we try to get as far away from
[lim as we can. God is not in ail the tboughts ef tbe
sînner.

There he wasted his substance with iotous living.
The sinner is a great waster. lie squanders away ail God's

-gifîs, abuses ail titat is entrusted to bim. [He is a spend-
tbift. Even wbere be does not plunge mb ognoss sensualily,
in the midst of more refined selfishness, be is a spiritual
bankrupt.

But in Ibis, and every rase, sooner or laten sin is followed

byH. MîsERx-verses 14-16. The coveted liberty of self-
enjoymnent soon finds ils limits. These limits are twofold,
Te first arises witbin the prodigal bimself. He had speni
ail. [lis esources are exbausted. He is satiated. This
feeling of satiety, disappointment and remorse, may arise

evnwbile outwand circumstances are stili favorable. But
it wili be bastened and inîensified when troubles and calam-
ities overbake tbe îransgressor. Su il was witb him in the
parabie. Tbere arase a migbty famine. "The two
causes of misery coincide, and wretcbedness is at ils beigbt.'
But bis pride is sti11 unsubdued. [He sîill bas confidence in
bis own resources-Isa. ix. o; Jer. v. 3; Isa. lvii. 10. [e

jQins himself 10 a citizen ofîthe fan country. T'his repre-
sents a deeper plunge mbt sin. He seils himseif 10 the
world. [He bas no pleasure in sin; but be goes on sinning.
Ife cannot break off. [He bas become a slave 10 it-Jobi
Viii. 34; 2 Pet. ii. 19. Observe the extremity of lus wretch-
edness as set forth in the parable. To serve a foreigner anc
to feed swine, was aý double degradation 10 a Jew. lieI
even cnaved the swine's food, go great wgss bis destitution.
But the husks (Note i) cannot satisfy himi. Yet be bad

*been compelied to turn ta these, for of nobler food no mai
gave unto him. Such are tbe tender mercies of the wicked.

forgotten. What seemed thé expression of the divine anger
proves to be divine mercy. God bcdged up bis way witb
thorns that lie may not pursue it to bis own destruction-
[os. ii. 6. Ife has made his sin bitter to himi that hie may
forsake it. We have now reached Ihe turning-point.

111. CoNVERsIoN-verses 17.20. The wanderer camne
to himself. It is the first moment of seif-recoliection, ater
a life of dissipation. The sinner is beside him-self. Mad-
ness is in his heart- -Eccles. ix. 3. Only when inan turns
to God does be find his true self. Ife compares himself with
the hined servants. These have enough, wbile the son is
starving. Tbis may refer to the happiness and peace hie sees
in nature, or, perhaps, it is simply a general reference t0
God's providential care. He resolves to returfi to bis
Father. Tbat hie is his father hie cannot forget. This
draws bim. He realizes the greatness of bis offence. He
lias sinned against Heaven. Every sin is a sin against
God-Ps. I. 4. He is bunibled, feels bis unworthiness.
Then oniy does hie become truly worthy. Wiliing now to
take a servant's place, hie will be a son indeed. He cares
now mors for bis father's favor and love than for any place
in bis housebold. Ie is not going back for the sake of
bread, or ambition. So he arose and came to bis father.
H-e càried out bis resolution. Sucb is laith, an actual
going to God. It is not merely desire, but that act wbich
brings into contact tbe raan.in bis guiit and need, and God
in [lis forgiving mercy and the riches of His grace.

IV. RESToRATION-verseS 20-24. How tender and gra-
cious are these words >(Jesus as He describes tbe reception
of the prodigal. Ilis father had been watching and longing
for bim; and now, when he was yet a great way off,
lie saw hiîn and ran 10 meet him. God receives the penitent
just as lie is, and lie flot only forgives, He restores. The
confession indeed is uttered, but it is interpreted. [He cani-
not ask to be made as a hired servant; lie bas been receiv-
ed at once into ail the privileges of sonship. The shoes, the
signet ring, the long white robe (Note a) were worn only by
free mnen. l'le restoration is complete into ail the privileges
of a son. God bath not given to us the spirit of bondage
again to fear, but the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry,
" Abba Father." What joy tbere was in that bousehold;
joy for the prodigal's sake, for hie bas returned from bis
misery; joy for the fatber's sake, for the son wbom bie loved
better than life, bas returned. Sucb a reception awaits
every penitent; such joy is awakened by the return of every
sinner.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

i. Husks. - The pods of the carob-tree (Ceratonia
.iliqua). "This tree is common in Syria ; it produces
long slender pods sbaped like a horn or sickle, containing a
sweetish pulp, and several brown sbining seeds like beans.
These pods are sometimes used as food by tbe poorer classes
in the East, and swine are commonly fe d witb tbem."-
Robinson. " Horace alludes to living upon busks, as upon
vile food "-Ep. II. i. 23). Piiny calîs tbem the food of
pigs (N. H. xxiii. 79). '[bey are stili used in Spain, etc.,
as food for cattle, and were often given to honses by British
soldiers in tbe peninsular war. They are imponted into
Britain, and cailed locust-beans by the farmers.-Biblical
Museum.

2. The best robe.-The original is empbatic, "a robe,
the best one." The garaient was the upper garment worn
by the higher classes among tbe Jews. It was not bis old
one, but a ne"v one of bonour. There may be an illusion to
the robe of rigbteousness provided for us by Crist-Isa. lxi.
i0; Rev. iii. î8. A ring; a seal ring, worn only by free
men. Shoes. Slaves went barefool. The sense of the
whole verse is plain, even if we do not interpret each detail
(the " ring," the seal of the Spirit; the " sboes," the prepar-
ation of the gospel of peace-Epb. vi. 15). When God re-
ceives and pardons, He does so fully; He gives the penitent
ail that can mark bim as a son.

HEARING RESTORED.-Gneat invention by one wbo was
deaf for 20 years. Send stamp for particulars. JNo GAR-
MORE, Lock-box 905, Covington, Ky.

IT is rougb work tbat polishes. Look at tbe pebbles on
the sbore! Far inland, where some armi of tbe sea tbrusts
itself deep into the bosom of the land, and lies girdled by
the mounitains, sbeltered fromn storms, the pebbles on the
beach are rough, not beautiful. 1+1 is where long white lines
of breakers roar, and the rattling shingle is rolled along the
strand, that its pebbles are rounded and polisbed. As in
nature, as in beart, s0 in grace. The more the diamond is
cut, the brighter it sparkles ; and in wbat seems bard deal.
ing, their God bas no end in view but to perfect bis people.
-Dr. Guthrie.

MEETINGS 0F PRESB VTER Y.

LINDSAY. -At Lindsay, on the last Tuesday of November.
LANARK AND RENFREW.-In St. Andrew's Cburch,

Carleton Place, on November I9th, at i p.m.
QuEBEc.-In Melbourne, on Wednesday, 16th October,

at 1o a.m.
SAUGFN--In Knox Church, Harriston, on Tuesday the

17th Dec., at 2 o'clock p.m.
TORONTO-In the usual place, on the first Tuesday of

November, at ii a.m.
GUELPH.-In Knox Churcb, Guelph, on the third Tues-

day of November, at io o'ciock a.m.
BARRIE - Next ordinary meeting at Barrie, Tuesday, 26th

November, at i i a. m. Adjourned meeting, to dispose of
cail from Knox Church, Oro, and of unfinished business, at
Barrie, Tuesday, î5th Oct., ati i a.m.

BRUCE.-In the Presbyterian Church, Port Elgin, on
Tuesday, I7th Decemnber, at 2 o'clock p. m.

ýý0ith% 'Iâard o io nd tIzlaù.
MOT EXCEEGINO FOUR LIMES 26 OENTS.

BIRTH.
On the morning of the 30th inst., at 527 Sherbourne St.,

the wife of D. Gunn, Esq., of a son.

W',ýOR 0FOPTHE _hs,

THERE are many men whose longues might govern multi-
udles if tbcy could govern their longues. -Prentice.

AFFLICTION i5 the dhivifle sehool of virtue; it corrects
levity, interrupts the confidence of sinning, and sofîens and
purifies the heart.-Atterbury.

THtE body of our prayer is the sum of our duty ; and as we
musi ask of God m-baîsoever we need, we must labor for al
that we ask.-_7reity Taylor.

IN a watch, wben we observe springs and wheels, great
and small, each so fitted as to concur in an ordenly miotion,
we acknowledge the skîill of an artifieer.

I'r is mnuch easier to meet with error than 10 find trutb
error is on the surface, truth is bidden in great depths ; and
the way to seek does flot appear to ail the world. -Goe/ze.

SUS.AIN and comfort yourself in the Lord ; and be strong
in [lis power if you are under the Lord's crosses, for you
are in the beaten and common way t0 heaven !-RJutherford.

111E infinity of God is not mystenious, il is only unfatb-
omable; not concealed, but incomprebiensible. Il is a clear
infinity-tbe darkness of tbe 'pure, unsearchable sea.-Rus-
kits.

HE wbo learns and makes* no use of bis learning is a beast
of burden, witb a load of books. Comprebendeth the ass
whether bie carnies on bis back a librany or a bundle of fag-
ots ?-Saadi.

I VENERATE old age; and I love flot the man wbo can
look without emotion upon the sunset of life, when the dusk
of evening begins 10 galber oven the watery eye, and the
shadows of twilight grow broader and deeper upon tbe un-
derstanding.-Lon4eeiow.

IT ougbt to be the great cane of every one of us to foliow
the Lord fully. We must follow bim universaliy, witbout
dividing; uprigbtly, witbout dissembling; cbeenfully, with-
out disputing; constantIy, without declining; and this is
following bim fully.-M. Hen-y.

TH1E British Empire bias flot been built up by conquest.
Il lias grown by colonization and the accidents of coloniza-
tion. It is no extravagant assertion that, if tbe resources of
Great Britain, in men and money, bad been devoted t0 pur.
poses of conquest as tbe resources of France were devoted
10 conquest by Napoleon, we miglit bave conquered the
wold.-Christian World, London.

Is tbere anytbing better than tbe longue? Is it not the
bond of sociely, the organ of trutb, the expression of reason,
the instrument of kindness 10 man, and of praise and ador-
ationi to God ? Is there anylbing wonse than the longue?
Is il flot tbe instrument of strife, the means of contention,
the source of division and wars, the organ of error, of lies, of
caluxiny, of bIaspbemies?-.ýsqp.

GOD's treasury is absolutely inexhaustible. He can neyer
fail a tnusting beant. Let us remember this. God delighîs
10 be used. He neyer grows weary of ministening 10 the
need of [lis people. If this were ever kept in tbe remem-
brance of the tbougbts of our heants, we sbould hean less of
the accents of impatience and discontent, and more of the
sweet language of tbankfulness and praise.

ALMOST sweet is unsavory ; aimost hot is lukewarm.
Almost a Christian is like the Epbraimites wbo could not
pronounce Sbibboleth but Sibboleth. Almost a Christian
is like Ananias, wbo brougbt a part but left a part behind.
Almost a Christian is like the virgins, wbo carried lams
witbout ail; like tbe willing.unwilling son, wbo said be
would come, and would nol. -Henry Smnit/i.

DvING, yet giving life; nailed ta the cross, yet holding
the key of deatb and beaven; covered witb eveny badge of
contumely and scorn, yet crowning others with immortal
diadems; robbed of ail tbings, yet giving alJ-lis native nigbt.
No event of moral grandeur lik%, this can ever be imagined.
Truly Christ was the Wonderfui, joining in [lis own person
the stnangest contrasts, the most inexplicable mysteties.

ABRAHAm neally tbought that bis beloved Isaac must
suifer, and was obliged to consent 10 it ; but God would only
bave Isaac oiered, and the rami bunt. And thus the Lord
knows bow 10 preserve that wbich is bis own in you. Every-
lbing, however, must be oifered up-life and heaitb, body
and soul, enjoyment, relisb, gifts, and vir-tues, and even the
danling image ofbhoiiness itself.- Gerhard lersteegen. 1720.

As the tnemulous needie, bowever easily il nîay be affect-
ed by foreign influences, neyer ceases 10 vibrate tli it finds
rest in the centre of attractiOn, 50 the sensitive soul of th-e
Christian, 100 easily distunbed by external forces, finds 11o

rest but in God. If fora moment the enemy is permitted 1<>

barass witb accusations of guilt, in Hlim il finds pardon
and peace. In weakness it turns to lIim for strengtb ; in
darkness, for light ; in trials, for (direction. Under al
circumstances, il neyer fails 10 find in God an aIl-sufficient,
and sustaining portion.

BE TRUE.-Perbaps you are poor, lbut trying to seem ricb;
or witb littie culture, seeking to be thouglit learned ; or
l>eing a 'èplain person," impressive, or poiisbed. Give
over the effort. It is most weanisomne. It gels you int
many difficulties. It takes ail ease out of your life. Be
real. [lave one aim, not two or îhree. Let youn eye l'e
singl. flo not lok ne wayand pull another, as rowers
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