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ments are being made by the Kingston Presbytery to
furnish supply during the winter months,

PrRESBYTERY OF OTTAWA.—This Presbytery met on the
3rd instant, when sixteen ministers and four elders were pre-
sent.  Mr, Clark, of New Edinburgh, was appointed Mod-
crator for the next six months.  Missionary deputations and
deputations appointed to visit augmented congregations gave
in their reports.  Mr. Caven yas appointed convener of the
committee on Protestant Education in the Provinee of Que.
bee, In connection with Cumberland, it was agreed to
defer final action on Mr. Hughes's resignationtill Wednesday,
the 11thinst.,, when the Presbyters Lill hold an adjourned
meeting in the church there.  The request of the Daly street
congregation for leave to change the name of their church,
and to be known hereafter as “St. Paul's," was granted,
Number one of the General Assembly’s Commattee's report
on Marriage with Deceased Wile's Sister was adopted.  On
number two, the Presbytery declined to pass any resolution.
A motion on the point respecting discipline was laid on the
table till the next regular meeting of Presbytery.  An over-
ture anent a summer course of lectures in some one of our
Theological Colleges to permit students who may volunteer
for winter work in the Mission Ficld to complete their course
without loss of time, was presented, received and ordered to
be transmitted to Synod, and Dr. Mooreand Mr. Arnmstrong
were appointed to support it. The followirg ministers
were appointed to attend the General Assembly in June
next :—Messrs, Caven, Hughes, Armstrong. Dr. Moore,
Farries and White. Also the following clders:—Messrs.
Hardie, Hay, Leslin, Drummond, Dr. Thorburn and Wm.
Lough.

MONTREAL NOTES.

(FRO} OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) v

The Crescent Strect Congregation (Rev. A. B. Mackay,
pastor), have recently taken a new departure in the matter
of raising funds. To meet the interest of the debt and alt
the running expenses of the church, except the minister's
stipend, they rely on pew rents, which yield about $4,500
per annum.  Themoney required for the salary of the min-
ister, and for missionary and benevolent purposes, is raised
by means of a weekly Sabbath oftering in numbered en-
velopes,. deposited on the collection plates.  If the amount
obtained in this way exceeds a certain sum, the excess is
to be applicd to the reduction of the debt on the church pro-
perty.  To raise sufficient for the minister’s salary, and as
much for missions as was got in 1883, the sum of $160 per
week is requited.  The new plan went into operation at the
. beginning of the'year, and has thus far proved a gratifying
success, thé average Sabbath contribution reaching nearly
$200. Itishoped that cven this amount may be largely ex-
ceeded, so that the debt on the church may be entitely re-
moved in a very few years. In almost every instance where
the weekly Sabbath offering by means of envelopes has been
heartily adopted and cfficiently worked it has heen found
successful, and the casesare very rare where a congregation
has returned to the former method of raising funds. It
kwould be well ivere many more of our congregations in
country districts as well as in cities and towns to introduce
sthis system. The trouble and annoyance often incident to
tthe collecting quarterly or halfyearly of pew rents or
fsubscriptions would be obviated. Ministers could be paid
gmonthly and, in most cases, a much larger amount would be
Fannually got than by any other system where the terms of
Epayment were less frequent.  Most of our church members
who could and would give twenty-five cents, fifty cents, or
onc dollar or two dollars weekly, would hesitate were they
pasked to give twenty-six times the amount in one sum at
¢the end of cach half-ycar.

The congregation of Knox Church (Rev. J. Fleck, pas-
or), in this city, miroduced the weekly envclope system
{ast year, and the managersin their annual report repre-
nt it as working satisfactorily, with the prospect of still
greater success. In their case there are no pew rents,
nd the cnvelopes include contributions for all congrega-
#ional and missionary purposcs.  Last year the total reccipts
were $3,476, out of which they appropnated $1,209 for
nissionary and benevolent objects, and $200 for the Sabhath
:school, after meeting the ministes’s stipend and all current
penses.  In addition to this the congregation contributed,
sby special subseription, $100 for the Montreal College, and
$5310 for A.gmentation of Stipends,

The Rev. Principal McVicar, D.D., preached on Sabbath
t at tHe opening of & new church in Richmond, Oaterio,
tt of the charge of the Rev. T A. Glassford, B.A., ifthe
¥Presbytery of Ottawa.

A conversazione under the auspices of the Philosophical
gand Literary Socicty of the Presbyterian College, was held
fin the David Morsice Hall on Friday cvening.  About five
fandred ladies and gentlemen were present, fepreserting all
e congregations of our Church in the city. The whole of

Hevening an interesting literary and musical programme in
WM¥inglish and French was gone through. The Rev. T.
rclay, M.A., presided.  Refreshments were served inthe

¢ buildings were thrown open for inspection.  During the

dining hall. The fine appearance of the whole buildings,
especially of the hall, corridor and library, was the subject
of general commendation. A most pleasant evening was
spent, It is hoped that the conversazione by this Socicty
of uur College will become a permanent annual institution,

. Its effect is decidedly good in bringing together socially the
members of different city churches, and in deepening the in-
terest of our people in the work of the College

The city has recently been visited by the Rev. J. M.
Crombic, M.A., from Scotland, who has preached with
marked acceptance in several of our churches here. Mr.
Crombie has for the last two or three years been assistant
minister in St. George'’s, Edinburgh, and purposes settling
in Canada, e visits Toronto next week, preaching in St.
James’ Square Church on March first. .

A series of lectures is being delivered monthly in Knox
Church under. the auspices of the Presbyterian Sabbath
School Association of the city, with special reference to
Sabbath school work. The lecturers thus far have Leen
Mr. William Dawson, Rev. G. H. Wells, Prof. Campbell
and Rev. Principal McVicar. The attendance and interest
have been well maintained.

We have been visited this week by the severest snow storm
for the past fificen years, sadly interfering with railway travel.
Unfortunately, this was the week fixed for the visitation of
some of the angmented congregations and French fields in
the Presbytery.  The blocking up of the roads has prevented
the deputies from fulfilling their appointments. While the
carly part of the winter was somewhat mild, we have had
continuous cold weather for the past five or six weeks, the
thermomster being almost every day below zero. The beauti-
ful ice palace on Dominion Square, remains intact. Farex-
celling those of preceding years, it is an object of universal
admiration, It may be interesting to many to know that
its archjtect, Mr. A, C. Hutcheson, is an active office-bearer
of one of our congregations, a well known frequenter of our
church courts and the lecturer on Sacred Architecture inour
Theological College here.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.—Dr. Reid has received the fol-
lowing, per Rev. J. F. Campbell : Friend, Huntingdon, $2 ;
Reformed Episcopalian, $5; Poor Widow, supporting her-
self and widowed mother, $5; Poor Man, asresult of above,
$1; A H. P, 1.

%_a?batb 5cb€o[ Teacher.

INTLERNATIONAL LESSONS.
Munol  PAUL BEFORE FELI.  {rewxse

GoLpEN Texrt. —'*A conscience void of offence to-
ward God, and toward men."—Acts xxiv. 16.

TimMe.—May, A.D. 58.

Introdustory Review.—1. Relate what occurred on
Paul’s last visit to Cresarea. 2. Distinguish the Pravtorian
and Legionary soldiers. 3. How many soldiers accompanied
Paul from Jerusalem to Caxsarea? 4. Relate the stages
of Paul’s first missionary tour. 5. \What kind of aman was
Felix? 6. What is the history of Drusilla.

EXPLANATORY.

The request from the Council that Paul should again be
brought down for trial wastoo late. Paul was on the way
to Czesarea, and the Council is requested in turn togo thither
to prosccute their case.  We can imagine their disappoint-
ment and humiliation at the thought of going seventy mates,
to appear before a heathen court as prosccutors, instead of
sitting in judgment according to their own law.

But they ge—accompanied by a Roman advocate, familiar
with Roman law—to plead their cause before Felix,

L. Tertullus’ address.—Theaddressis characteristic of the
cause. It is false fromp beginning to end. It begins with
Aattery. Yepraises the governor for worthy deeds, which
he never did, and expresses public thankfulness which was
not felt,  Felix was detested by the Jews.

‘Thinking thusto ingratiate himsclf—which is one of the
devil’s common mcthods—he proceeds to falsehood. In the
indictment thre are fAree charges against Paul; that he was
seditions, a ses.ary, and profaned the Temple ; and oneagainst
Lysias: that with great violence he took Paul away from
them as they were proceeding against him in a perfectly
legal manner. -

II. Paul's reply.—Ii may be viewed regatively and
postively. Hebegins, as Tertullus d°3, with a direct refer-
" ence 10 his judge, but in a very diffcrent spirit.  No flattery,
but expresses ﬁxc'nhﬁc.mon that he is to defend himself before
one who has been so long governor as to know the laws
and peculizritics of the Jews, and thus fairly comprehend
the situation, v. 10.  He then answers the charges.

Negatively.—1. Seditionr.  This he directly denies, ver.
12-13. Itis only twelve days since he wentup to Jerusalem
and he chalienges them 1o prove that he was, during that
time, ¢ven in discussion with any ong, in the Temple or
synagogue, or city, lct alonc exciting sedition, and these

cwsfrom Asia (ver. 18), should behere 1o prove theircharges.

t the pupils recall the first attack made upon Paul in the
Women's Court. ) '

2. Profanation of the Temple. This ch:‘xt'gc is answeredin
ver. 1T, 17. 18 by the words ** for to warship " —** offerings"—
**found me purified.”  All shqw, that Paul did not despise
and dishonour the Temple, bul actually was engaged in its

| worship when arrested. This verifics the sincerity of Paul

when he first assented to perform the Nazarite vow. It was
real worship, that he had in view, not pretence.

Positively.—Heresp.  tlis answer to the charge of being
a sectary, passes from the |1c§ativc to the positive, and leads
to the wmost important part of his address, It 1s negative,
inasmuch as-although he admits that h: belongs to the
Nazarene tect—he denies their interpretation of {ﬁc word
“sect.,”  They mean to charge hin with belonging to a
barty that is separated from, and denies, the tnte faith,
i’nu answers that, instead of being oproscd to the true.
religion, it is built upon, and embodies the doctrines, and
perpetuates the life of the Old Testament,

1. So worship the God of my fathers,ver. 14.  In worship.
ing, God through Christ he¢ was doing as his fathers, Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob did. If 24ep had scen God by any other
medium than the Mediator, e would not be the God
Paul worshipped. So onr God and worshi}) are the same
as those of thesainted Paiarchs; ¢‘your father Abraham
rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it, and was glad.”
John 8. 56,

2. Belicuingtall things which are written in the Law, and
s the Prophets. Pauljbelieved, as Christ taught, that all law
and prophecy must be {ulfilled—and his endeavour was to
prove that in theNazarenc their fulfillment was found.

3. [lopeof a resurrection of the just and unpust, ver. 15.
Paul is more and mote forgetting that he is on his defence,
and as on former occasions, takes the opportunity of pro-
claiming the Gospel.  There is to be a resurrection, because
Christ rose. :\m}l itis to be a resurrection of the yust and
anjrest. \What the effect of that thought may have been on
his wicked persccutors, cannot now be told—but the likeli-
hood is that some of them winced at the thought of a Judg
ment Day. For the terrible distress of the unjust on tha
day, see Rev. 6. 15-17.

But the apostle had ‘¢ 2gpe toward God, that there would be
a resurrection.” To the just, the resurrection is the brightest
point in the future. When body and soul arc united, happi-
ness will be complete, and the full reward bestowed to Paul
and all kindred spirits.

4. dnd herein do I exercise myself, ete., v. 19. The apostle
becomes more practical still.  The thought of the resurrection
life, has a very direct bearing on this hife. ** We shall reap as
we have sown.” *‘ In order, theretore, to enjoy the prospect
of that day, hetriedto do his duty toward God and man.”

¢ Conscience void I;‘f offence™ i.ce., not do that, which will
offend conscience, whose office it is to reprove sin.

Lxereise myself.  Many should say that to live such a life
as to satisfy conscience is more casily said than done. To
that Paul says ¢ I am atit "—** 1 exercese mysell toreachit.”
The soldier, ot the artist, or tradesman cannot come up to
the ideal he has in his mind, éx¢ by sainslaking application,
so the one who will reach a pure and holy life must do so by
constant excercise.

5. Almsgiving, etc.  Itisin the line of such duty that he
came to Jerusalem with a/m:s for the poor of Judwea, ~ e had
never forgotten this Christian duty of *‘ remembering the
poor > in his own poverty and abundant labouss.

That was keeping a conscience void of offence foward
men.

He then cxercised himself in duty foward God, Ly religi-
ously employing himsclf in the Temple, and whilst thus en-
gaged was scized by the mob.

1I1. Decision of the Court, ver. 22. Felix knew more
about Christians than the Jews thought he did. lHe was
living amongst them, and knew that they were not the tur-
bulent spirits they were represented to be; ** Having more
perfect knowledge of that Way.”  But Felixis riot so just as
to vindicate the right. 1llc¢ does not want to offend the
Council, and, morcover, he has an cye on the *““alms” of
which Paul spoke, so he postpones the case on the plea
that he must sce Lysias before the matter is decided.  The
Jews go home, disappointed, and Paul 1s kept in easy con-
fincment.

IV. A prisoner of Christ still.—z1. His friends have
access to ham, ver. 23, O1d Philip and tus daughters wall be

‘frequent callers at Paul’s quarters, so would 2l the other
q 1

Christians vic with cach other in ministering to his wants.
And cvery interview would help them to realize that liberty
of spirit that cannot be restrained.

2. Felix and Drasilla.—It is likely that Paul’s bearing
won the respect of Felix as formerly of Lysias.  He and his
wifc have an interview about *“ the faith of Christ.” Now
can we not sce Paul’s eye glow as he is trying to make the
best of his opportunity and force the Gospel home to the
hearts of his two wicked hearers ! ** He reasons of rightcous-
ness, temperance and judgment to come.”

Righteousness. —A holy life, whatit is, and its advantages.
How the wicked past would rise in their minds !

Temperance--Self control, not our limited use of the wora
as to drink. It covers all exeesses which are to be resisted.

Judgment,—~The puniskment of that day made the crimi-
nal sremble.

Felix tremblea. —Drusilla, is perhaps, so wicked as to be
beyond impression, but Felix fc)rcls, but nothing more, He

uts acszor off, for another timer  He thought his wife would

.laugh at him, or could not bring himsclf to the point of

lettsng go sin, and Jaying kold on clernal life.

How ofien people are satisfied when the minister makes
them fe/, and yet nothing comes of it. It is of valuc only
when it makes men ¢ excreise themselves in keeping a con-
science void of offence toward God and men.”

3. After jntervicus. ~Probably Felix never folt so strongly

in. = His passion for moncy got the mastery, and he trifled
with Paul, trying to induce him to give money and purchase
his rcleasc. How plainly he may have hinted his object we
cannot tell ; but, atany rate, Paul would not indulge the evil
passion of Felix, or compromise his own character by bribery.

& Left Paul bound.—The last act of Felix, as hz leaves

“Judxa, and gives the reins to Festus, isto Icave Paul bound ;

An injustice to Paul, and for a cowardly purpose. He ex-
cted to answer ch:u'g(s when be frot to Rome, laid against
im by the Jews, and in order to appease their wrath, he
leaves Paul bound. ; :



