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ternal arc united, as was tha case with Doddridge,
and Baxter, and blatthew Henry.

But, whoever bas ln hand the child's training, the
main point Is, get the start of Satan.

ROUF AMUSEME£NTS.

h1P. EDIToR-I aa g lad to sec that this subject
la being discussedinayour columns. Itîs ta my mid
of great importance.

There are many of the mcr-àters o! aur Cburch who,
as far as their owzt consciences are conccrned, have fna
difficulty whatever in taking part either in a quiet
dance or a game of cards, but, if 1 might so speak,
the cc*!siastical Mis. Grundy bias such terror to tbcm
that thcy deprive thcmselvcs cf twa of the anost barni-
less and, ta them, cnjoyable recreations. I4ew, why
should this be? The Bible nowhara forbids cither of
them. Their opponents, therefore, have no divine
autbority for their denunciation. Those who do flot
approvc cf these things should remember that the
whoie question is nicrcly a matter cf opinion and thcy
should consequcntly bc chary as ta how tbey express
themselves on the subject. «ILet flot him who eateth
flot judgc him who catcth.» Like ail othcr amuse-
ments known that are worthy cf the naine, thasc have
heen by many indulged In ta cxcess.

No one, no Christian at least, can counitenance these
large halls which are kcpt up tilt duririg the " sna'
hours, 0 and wherea ai sorts of characters in full dress
are ta ha met, nor yct card parties cf the saine de-
scription. But this is the abuse cf thescecnjoyments.
Let us use the world without over-using it. Whyshould
Christian people be totaily debarred frcm enjoying a
game cf cards or a dance because worldly nmen and
women carry these ta an excess. People, whether
Christiarn or not, must have amusement or rccreation,
and why shauid the hest cf thc race ha deprived of
two cf the very hast means cf attaining these ? In
discussing this subject %vith a friand thc other day, hie
aslced me if I couid imagina jesus Christ dancing.
%Vel, I don't Inow that I could, but after ail I do flot
sec anything sa, incongruous in the idea. Our Lord
attended the niarriage feast and no douht would have
countenanced dancing if such had been the fashion,
as hie indecd approved cf another fashion than ln
vague which is flot in these latter days considered al-
together comeil faut.

There are rnany things wc cannot very readily im-
agine Jesus taking part in, which araeflot now looked
upon as altogether. wrong ; for ià~stance, some cf the
discussions in our Preshyterias. Trusting that a nmore
liberai spirit niay speedily oerspread the churches on
this bead, 1 reniai», A YOUNG MAN.

MR. EDiToR,-.Wbile 1 have never since I carne
under the influence cf religion seen niy way clear te,
follow the course indicated by " A Church Memb ci,-
in your issue of the i6th, I can sympathize iith him
in what I believe ta be bis honast perplèxity in refer-
ence ta, what lie says lie bas bitherto practised with-
out corapunction, and withaut sufteririg any spiritual
injury. " Church Member," however, ouglit te, bear
in mind that lie has flot merely te consider the influ-
ence which certain indulgences may have upon bis own
soul, thougli aven in reference ta that, it is sema limes
vcr easy ta be mistaicen, he has ta weigh weIl what
affect bis conduct and example may have upon others
who aithough " waak " in bis estimation, are yet
among those for whom Christ died. I don't suppose
that "A Churcli Member»' thinks biniseif bound in
conscience ta, dance, or play cards, aven in thc quiet-
est way, andi within bis own-home or in those cf bis
friands. He could refrain and yet not think that ha
was commrlitting sin. Ha is net, 1 should hope, per-
suaded that ba is called upon ini this way ta hbezr
witness for Christ. But lie tannot but knrow, that
bath the amusements ha speairs cf have heen s0
gre.atly and se generally abused, that Uic abuse, has
came ta ha practicaliy the use, se that ibrougli their
nieans thousands have had their charactars seriousiy
iajured ..nd in many cases irreparably ruined. Does
the case cf eating mcat offered te idols flot coine in
ta guide him la his cours;ý and to lead hlm ta the
concluslon that thc safest and hast Uing for hlm in
CLe circumstancc.a is woabstairt froin, what hae could
indulge in witbout bis conscience finding fault, but
-mot without confirming rrany in their course cf fi.ivol-
ity and positive sin? Very maxiy who altogether
abstain froin the use cf intoxicating liquors as a
beverage, seo nothuig absolutely sinfuithe Uic ý

ate usa of these intoxicants. But they sece thousands
led every year ta destruction, by what nîay have
bagun ia madcration, but graduait>', yet surely, ended
in moral and social shipwrcck. And they sec these
encouraging theniselves in their foolish, suicidai,
course b>' quating the example of this minister and
that eider, who they say, do cxact.Iy lke tiienseves-
taka wtsat is gcod for tiem cf the creatures prcvided
by Providence for their use and enjoy thesa cainforts
as the>' can. And seeing this, thay abstain frein such
intoxicants altogether, that their example inay flot be
perverted, or cheir good cvii spoken of. And as the
world standi ta-day, doas a IlChurch Metmber " flot
think that there nay bc a cail te hum, andu, lil who
inake the profession wlîich ha malcs, te abstain frora
that whlch hit thinks hae can foliow with a safe consci-
ence, but which tholiands are finding in thecir snd
experience ta ba the way whîch leads dowa te deatb ?
IlA Church Mînhar"Il las chîldren - îvhat about the
Influence cf bis example uipon t.iîçm ? il his boy
always bc satisfied ta play' ccchra ith hi? lather-
with pins or praise for stakes P Viit bis giîls ahvays
ha pleased with the quiet famil>' dance ? In short is
the risk flot toe great, aven for the future cf bis own
familyi And what about thc future cf tinn> others?

"A Churcli Member" 1 bava na doubt, is a coasci-
entiaus nman. Does ha net think, in sober seriousness,
that the law cf the Apostie Paul, applias ia bis case,
"If nicat nuake ni> brother ta offand, I shali cat fia

flash whiie the world standeth;, lest 1 make ni>
brother ta cffend? " A Christian has sometinies net
ta use ail bis liberty ; and when the risk is sa great as
ccafessedly in dancing and cird-playing it is, is it net
hast and most prudent ta arr on the sate sida? A
gcod rnany tbings net sinful ini thcmsalves, bccome s0
from thaîr special surroundings and consequencas ;
may danèing and caed.playing nat ha among these?

ANOTHER CHVRCI* MEMI3ER.

MR. EDITOR-In TniF PRESBYTERIAN cf the x6th
inst., I"Home Amnusemients" appears over the signa-
ture cf I"A Church Member.1" Ha appeals te yaur-
self, your correspondants, or ministers for helli ta ha
put right as te bis practica of playing cards. Ha says:
IlI don't play' theni ln the iva> that ma'îy do, ta save
their character, and, as they sa>', their conscience,
bt the old, solid, so.calied wicked cards. 1
play' thein with ni> chiidren and ivife and I have
neyer found ni> prayers hindered or ni> conscience
troubling mea as I kneel with my famiiy in evening
wcrship afier doing se." (Bravo for "A Church Mcm-
ber.")

If bis conscience is not trcubled why dues hae
ask help? Ha secins ta be lcaking for a socthing
plaster te bis conscience frotn some synîpathetic
ftiend in faveur cf playing "the aid soiid cards,"
which are justly characterizcd as the"I Devil's bocks,"
wbich have heen the direct cause cf destreying the
happiness cf tans cf theusands, both ini this life and
that beyend the, grave.

With vivid impressions made on thaîr niînds,
how dues hae know îvhether his "children and wife I
were most exercisad and interested in bis prayer
or in the gaines the>' had lest or won ?

"A Church Member Il seems ta have overlooked
thc fact, that bis IIchildien and wife " have as hlm-
self a conscience, and that they are personaîlly re-
sponsible ; should it turn eut that lie bas heen the
cause cf Ieading theni mbo ruincus habits, bcemay find
bis conscience encumbered with a tenfold load cf
guilt.

To ha safe, and witb a clear "conscience"I let I"A
Church Member" hurn the éards, and add a littie
mare ta the means heretofore used in buying them,
and invest it in suitahia bocks, se tbat their spara
tume tay ha profitahi>' enployed for an intelligent,
happy life haire, as aise for that la the worid aboya.

AN ELDER.

"CONSTITUTION A ND PROCEDURE OF
TH9E PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CAN-
A.DA.>'

MR. EDITO.-In looking ever the recentl>' issued
bock witX. tho- aboya titie, 1 bave observed under
IlChapter XV.-Tha Congregation' " that the rules
therein laid down differ in sevaral peints frem what is
Uic constitution and practice of man>' congregations
now in Uic united Cliurch. For instance, art;-le 2oo
reads : I"Mezabers ini ful communion are entitled ta,
vote at al cengregationaI meetings, etc., whar=easii

r -,

modal constitution cf tha labo 'lPreshyterian Church
la Canada in connection with tha Church cf Scotlzand,"
article XII. rends . "The annuai meeting of the con-
grcgationi shah ceîsist of ait male Oermw'r aboya
twenty-one yeais cf age wbo shall bc supporters cf the
ordinances cf religion therein."

Agaiti, with reference ta, who shahl preside at con-
gregationai meetings for secular purposes, thc newv
bock, article 2ir, rends as fclws "«A: meetings for
temporal purposes the Ininister, if present, Lt enfilled
te take the chair, etc.," whereas the modal constitu.
tion cf the Churcli cf Scotiaad la Canada, rcferred te
aboya, article XII., rends ."«Tha meeting (that is the
annual meeting cf the congregation) shall appoint a
chiairman and secrc:ary from among their own nuni-
ber, and the proceedings etc." The constitution tind
practice cf niany congrcgations, and I believe of
ail the congregations formeri>' connect,,d with or fol-
lewing tbe doctrines and fernis cf the United Ireshy-
terian Church cf Scotlaad, arcalase opposed te the
rula on this head laid down in the new Bock cf Pro-
cadchr. Hore, lt sacras to nia, bMr. Editor, is îvhat
may bc Uic causa cf difficuities la congregations. It
is net liikely there wiit bc an>' toubia betwveen congre.
gatiens and their old ministers, as tha old practices,
whataver tbcy may hava been, wil hacer.tined, but
minîsters foraîerly conitected with ona hranch of the
Churcb are niow heing settled over cengregations for-
nicrl>' la connection with another hranch, in whichi the
management cf secular affairs inay have been con-
ducted la a différent wvay ta vhat their new minister
lias been accu stomed to, or te, the ruies laid down la the
new hock, and the minister may wish a change.

I should like te, know, Mlr. Editûr, la thc avent of
sucli a différence as 1 hava stated arising betwcen a
minister and bis congregation, whether thc naw bock
can ha appealed te, as tha law cf the Chu rch, ta îvhich
the congregauional practica or constitution mîîst give
place.

Aise, if tbc new bock is authoritative and mnustbch
fel.owed, whebher it ought net first bu, have been sub-
mitted te, congregations before being promulgatad as
lav.

It seains te mme hardI>' likel>' that congregations
wvhich hava followed a different practice fer perhaps
twenty ycars iil accept the new rule wihout thinking
the>' ought te have lad soe sa>' in the mabter.

A rapt>' frotni ye, or seaof yoîîr readers, whe
hava studiad suchlmatters, will mucli oblige an

.7an. 2, 1880. . INQUIRER.

MISSION FUNDS.

MP. EDITOR,-Will you kindly staba in your issue
of this wvaek whether ib is within the jurisdictiois of a
cengregation in the Preshyberian body, flnding at tbc
close cf the yaar, that thair revenue bas ne: been
eqttal te the axpenditure, te appropriabe the moncys
which bave heen colccted during tbe year, for mit-
sionary and chat ilable purposes, te, assist la reducing
the sai d defcitt1 A. B

.7att. i2, f880.

[Certainiy not, unless the consent Ilf each contribu-
tor ta, said missienary and charitable funds were first
sacurcd. For tha office-hearers cf an>' Preabyterian
churcli to conflscate such fur.ds, in the way indicated,
would ha as contrary te thc laîvs of the Church as te
thase cf ordinary bonesby. -ED. PRESBYTERIAN.J

HOME MISSION FUIND.

WVe are glad tb leara fronm Dr. Raid that the re-
ccipts for tbe Home Mission Fund up ta the 27th
inst., hava heen ian marked and encouraging contrasb
with those cf last yaar up te the saine data:

188o, Haome Mission Fund, fror alah sources $20,I)SO 91
1879, 96e ... 7,629 88

Increase............ $13,35i o3

TizE elevanth annual Convention cf the Brant
Count>' Sabbath Schcet Association is te hac beld in
the cit>' of Brantford, on Tucsday and Wcdnesday,
thc 24h anid 25th ef-Februar>', in tha First Presbyter-
ian Cliurch.

WB are glad ta understand that Principal Grant,
cf (Queen's Collage, praac.hes missionar>' sermons in
St. Jamce square Preshyterian Churcli, cf this city,
on Sabbath lirst, at Uic usual heurs of worslûp.
The Aiinual Missionar>' Meeting cf tUicocngregatien
will ba held on the following ovening, i;hen Dr. Grant
and others are cxpected te deliver addrcsses.
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