
TIIE KNIGIITS TEMVLAIRS.

suiries and military despots, Nvvbence rnoriey
and soldiers were regulariy supplicd to 1l'a-
lestinae. So %veil did their institution biar-
mnonize wvitli tire fecelings and wammilts of tbe
titnes, amui se rapidly did îhey increase in
i'eailih as wvelilins replite, that soille have
estitaatedl tbeir annuai income at six mil-
lions sterling !-a preposterous fact if not
a ir.wossihle amamunt. -Matthew Paris,
;itb more probability, fixes the numiber of
'aeir mannors or iordsirips iii Clhristendom

at nitie thousand, besides a easual but
large revenue arising fronu tbe gifis of tbe
piotis. The Popes granted tben many
spiri tuai pri vi ieges-sucbi as free-oin fromn
cierical domaination, and l-ovei of provid-
img tieir owa piestS, hii-pCIidCet of any
autrority sbort of tIre Pope imseif ; ail(
imany temporal ad(vanitages-sucbi as free-
ilom frona tithes, and tiha îlow~er of holding
ilhit species of property. Moniarcis bc-
stoiveil u pon theiii, amui tire tenants of their
,!states, 'varions secular privileges. In
Engimmndl, t1icy b'rda powver to bold courts,
me impose and levy fines and amnerements
.1pon their tenants, to judge and putnishi
lieir villimins and vassals, andi to try thieves
.-Cd niaefactors beionging to their naanurs
and talzei %vitbin the precincts thlereof.
They wvere aiso relieved froin royal and
sherilP's nids, froin tolis !i ail muarkets and
fairs, ami( uipon ail bridges and bighwa%ý-ys,
as well as fri diffteront feu dial burdens.

\Vealthvy, priviieged, ami powerfui, nnd
conlining la ti mselve'; the consideration
paid to tlie sole principiés of titoir tige,
armns, licnigbltbood], and religion, the ranks
of tire Teniplars wvere coîrstantly recruited
l'y the scions of the ,tristocra.cy ; for it is a
îrait of the iipper classes, and perbaps of
ljuinan nature, to neglect cvery thimmg wh-iist
mts sumcess is dloubtful, ani to fasteaý tbem-
selves ilpon it n-, soora as credit or profit is
Io he gottm'n. Trie corisequonce, as illay
reaiiy hoe suppoced, wvas corruption. Pride
'vas the characterstic vice imrputemi to thle
Teiapiairs 1--y a iiionarcb ivbon ];ncw tbemi
ini thieir efflorescent state. Scott, in bis
ilotes tri Ivatntn chamrge-, thleii wvitm copy.
ing eloselv tîro, luxuries of the Asiimtic vir-
rier.., buit adimîitces ;mo ammmbority %vhiatever
fumr this Charge ; and %vritcrsý in generai1 have

iassumed thieir dissoiuteness. That tireir
Voiv of chiastiîy was filivays kept l'y the
youliger siri!s of the order, is not proba-
bie, wliem the notorionis conduct of, con-
teulpjorary piiOthood is consîdered : imar,
in the ennipliance with the rules of ilheir
order, Il notre of tUe brethiren foliowed tUe
sport of entcbing one bird wich onoilber,"-
or Il presutiied to go f'orth %vithr a titan foi-
loiving sueli diversions," or Il venturedl to
shoot in the wvoois,"ý etn< so forth, is ver,
tinlikely :ambition or love of emterprine
rmay have prom ptei Ille professions of in-
nvy, and thre biolIes of remaiviing idly andi
luxuriomrsly nit bomne of sonie, tbongbi their
history conitraiiets this iast supposition.
For, as Giblion remntirlçs, Il in the rnost dis-
solute perioil, the Kigbmlis of the H-ospital
ani( Tremple inaintained their fearless and
fnnnmtic eharacrer ; they neglecied to live,
buît tliev were prepared to (lie, ia the ser-
vice of Cliriz5 t."1 Constamrtly trained to
itrins, expomienced in the warfiare of the
country, and yîeiding iniplicit submnissiun
to their su perler, less as soldiers thami as
vowed niouks, and attended l'y a ~ayof
professing or paid foliowers, the Tempmrrs
formeu i he floiver of the Christian forces.
As circunaistances required, they led tire a3-
saum, mestored the confluer, decimied the vie-
tory, or covered the retreat. \Ve believe
noe stain of cowardice, no suspicion of apos-
taty, rests u poiln ie ordor. Whlerever ira -
patie~nce or cupidity broko the ranks to
pursue too eariy or to plunier, or fear im-
pellemi to ilighr, o>r treachery deserted wviri
cositrivance anrd purpose, there ilie Tum-
plars sustained the combat, tili the action
%vas restored, the retreat iasured, or ibeir
lives or liberties lost. And if seret scep-
tisi ohtained la tire order, wbIenevcr the
stera alternaiive to the captive 'rempiars
wvas Mahoredaaism or denth, the point
of honour led bini to chaose tUe grave.

At the iattie foiu-ht nrear Jacoh's Ford,
on tUie Rivetr .Jordlan, tire vOlole of the
Tempjmars proscrit wverc kilied or rakemrs
prisonprs - z, sinîllanr vent hefel tire onfer
nt the battdc of Tibcrins ; rind .%,len Sala-
dimi, afrer a1 serie's of successes, ilnarclreid
lapon Jerilsaier, two kniglirs andi a few
serrimg breirea alîme reinrinacd t-i deccm


