480

. THE ONTARIO FARMER.

[0CT¢7

in Ireland, and altogether 200 centres of disease are
reckoned, with probably 400 or 500 g~perate cases.”

ILLINOIS WOOL GROWERS' ASSOCIATION,

At the annual mecting of the Illinois State Wool
. Growers’ Association, held on the State Fair Ground
Sept, 27th 1871, the following resolutions were
unanimously adopted :

1. Re-olved, 'That the wool growers of Illinois
recognice with satisfaction increasing activity in
the markets of the country for the products of their
flocks, and look hopefnlly for the restoration of
sheep husbandry to its former prominence among
the agricultural industries of the United States.

2. Resolved, As, in their opinion, the existing
tarilf has largely contributed to the returning pros-
perity of both the growers and manufacturers of
wools,they deem its continued enforcement demand-
ed by the highest considerations of justice and
sound policy ; and Congress isheveby petitioned to
leave unimpaired the Dbasis of equity cmbodied
in the tariff law aflecting the wool and wooled
industries,

i
FRUIT GROWERS' ASSOCIATION.—AUTUMN
MEETING.

(Repo-red by e Scoret ry.

DISPLAY OF FRUIT.

The Fruit Growers’ Association of Ontario held
their autumn meeting in Goderich on Friday, the
15th September. There was an extensive display
of fruit, which was exhibited in the Drill Shed,
where the Goderich Horticultural Socicty were
holding their Fall Show. The combined collec-
tions of fruit were very fine. Bost of the day was
talken up in the examination of the fruit on exhibi-
tion, and it was not until four o'clock in the after-
noon that the Association met in the Court House

selves.

The prizes offered by the Association were keenly
contested, In the twenty varieties of apples the
prize was taken by Mr. Julin Freed of Hamilton,
whoalso carricd off the premier prize for the best
twenty varieties of pears, and for the Lest dozen
quinces. In apples, Mr. J. Stewart, of Goderich,
was second, and Mr. Jamnes Torrance, of Porter Hill,
was third, These werc all very fine samples of
fruit. In the twerly vauictios of pears, Mr. Geo.
Leslie, Jr, of Toroato, was sccond, and Mr, M. D.
Baldwin, of Brantiord, was third. The collection
of pears to whicl. the premier prize was given was
one of the finest samples ever exhibited in this Pro-
vince,

The colicctions of grapes were exceedingly fine,
and some of the samples laid upon the table for ex-
hibition merely were such as to call fourth expres-
sions of astonishment from every one. Three
bunches of the Wilder grape (Rogers' No. 4) were
of surpassing size and beauty. They weighed
respectively sixteen, cighteen, and twenty ounces,
and were the growth of Mr. Matthew Bell, of Ham-
ilton. It was stated by gentlemen at the meeting,
who had scen tho grapes growing on the vines, that
no ringing of the vines had been practiced. * The
highest prize for the best collection of ten varicties

for the discussion of matters of interest to theme

of grapes was given to Mr. W, Haskins, of Hamilton,
the second to Mr, Jobn Freed, of the same place; ||
and the third to Mr. A, M. Ross, of Goderich,

The display of plums was very fine, though the
greater number of fine varietics had been ripe for
some time, and were mostly gone.  Goderich and
vicinity has been famed for fine crops of plums of
the highest quaiity, and it was to be expected that
the prizes in this fruit would be carried off by
gentlemen resident there. The highest prize was
won by Mr. A, Watson, of Goderich, and the second
Ly M, J. Stewart, of the smme place,  We did not
lcarn who gained the third.

There were but two collections of crab apples, of
fine varicties, and these were both from Hamilton,
They were very beautiful specimens of this very
pretty fruit. Mr. W. Holton received the first, and
Mr. W. H. Mills the second prize.

The prize for the best Canadian seedling apple
was given to Mr. Geo. Smith, of Brantford. The
apple to which this prize was awarded was of very
fine texture and pleasant flavour, though, not being
in scason, it is impossible to tell how fine a quality
it would have him when perfectly ripe. It was of a
dark red colour, smooth and free from blemishes.

There were no seedling pears exhibited that were
thought by the judges to be worthy of o Qrizg. The
only samples we saw were inferior both in size and
quality.

There were some very fine seedling peaches exhi-
bited, especially prominent a considerable collection
from Mr. Cowherd, of Newport, near Brantford.
Several of these were cling-stunes, and though of
good flavor in that class, the fact that they were
cling-stones rendered them less desirable.  But the
variety to which the judges awarded the prize was
certainly & very fine peach, of good size, handsome
appearanc , and excellent flavor, It was a yellow
fleshed f uit, with dark crimson cheek, and was
marked No. 1. Itis a very highly commendable
feature in the action of the Directors of this Socicety
that so much cflort is made by them to induce
amateurs to undertake the production of new varic-
ties of these and other fruits; and we confidently
cxpect that we shall yet have produced among usa
class of peaches, &c., of excellent quality, and bet-
ter adapted to our climate than many of the sorts
now in general cultivation.

In scedling plums we noticed only one plate,
which was placed on the table by W. II. Mills, Esq
of Hamilton. It was of medium size, ripencd
rather late, we fear, for general uscfulness in this
climate, and hardly sufficient excellence of flavorto
rank higher than a cooking plum.

There were several varieties of Canadian seedling
grapes exhibited.  One was shown by Mr. J. Dou-
gall, of Windsor, grown from seed of the Clinton,
sweeter than ‘that variety as grown in this climate,
and evidently ripening earlier, though in size of
berry and form of bunch much resembling the
Clinton. Mr. Arnold’s secdling varictics were also
on the table, and though the berries are not large
yet the character of the pulp is a great advance 01
such grapes ag the Concord and Isabella. From
what we saw of these grapes at this time, and from
tasting them on our own grounds, and elsewhere,
we are disposed on the whole to give the nrefercuce
to the variety which Mr. Arnold calls “Canada’
It is fully ripe now, Sept. 18th, sweet, fine fl.avourcd
free from pulp, and only lack size to makeit a very




