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nattention to the first realm of evangelistic etfort, the first reahn
of religivus zeal, among those who dwell together under the same
roof, and whose home-life is part of the plan of God. I am not
one of those who believe that the former days were better than the
days we live in; but in the matter of religious home-training, I
think we have something to leam frem the customs of our fore-
fathers.  Possibly their methods may have been sometimes unatbrac-
tive, if not severe: but what they did, they did with a deep sense
of responsibility, and with a sincere desive that the sced sown
might bring forth fruit in the future lives of their children. And
where, T ask, will you tind men and women with a finer devalop-
ment of consecience, or more fully instructed in the Seriptures then
in the land from which many of you have sprung, the land of the
Bille and the Shorter Catechism taught in the homes of its people 2
If, then, it may be asked, the first school of religious instrue-

tion is the home, shall we have any great nced of the Sunday
Schoal at all? But I answer, yes, most assuredly, and that, too,
in part, because of the home training and as a natural sequence
from it  For while religious instruction begins in ghe home, it
cannot end there. It is altogether foreign to the nature of Chris-
tianity to shut itself up within any walls, or to confine its advan-
tages only to those who have natural opportunities for enjoying
them. Next to the home comes the chureh, of which it is impossible
not to say something in tracing the connection between the various
religious influences which ought to surround our youth.  The
Divine institution of the home makes possible that other Divine
institution, the chureh, which, gathering into one the moral forees
of every home, is to spread the knowledge of Christian doctrine
and the practice of Christian conduct from the eentre to the circum-
ference of society until it fills the whole world.  And the church is
for all : for parents and for childven.  If is erroncous and mislead-
ingr to sprak of the Sunday School as © the children’s chureh,” as
though a distinet and separate fnstitution were requived for them.
Nothing of the kind.  Z%hedr church is their parvents chureh, and
their pavent’s chareh is theirs. While the ministers of the word
ferd the shvep, the Jambs are mot to be neglected nor allowed to
wansler from the fold. We cannot too strongly emphasize the fact
that the Sunday School is in no sense a substitute for the chured,,
hut an exsential pavt of it: not = the childrens chwreh,” but one of
the agencies by means of which the children are to be hrought into



