
\Vbat is the painful truth? 'This, that either a body of
inéfficeiiît men bias swclled the iinisterial rakor the indi-
vidual members of that body liavé uxot the energy anîd cul-
tbusiasm to, seek wider fields far from the iadding crowd.
Now sucli at state of thingso canl continue oul1y to the
Clîurclî's hurt. The remcdy is -\vitli the Presbyteries
mainly; aîîd, -with the rcmedy, the respinsibility.

But, to cifect anything, they mnust begin at the begiii-
nling. 1v is nIaiîifestly coniceivable. thait there, arc Cases iii
NvIichl a careful cnquiry accompanied. the grantixîg of the
IPreshyterial Certifecate. It speaks eloquently for the miental.
and moral cha,,racter of the mni. wlio compose the rank, and
file of college studenits, tlîat the Presbýyterics as a ruie inake
11o enqtîiries in. thbe, matter. For o1ur own. part -ve hiope our
caracter would bear scrutiny; but the fact tlîat it night,

does not exculpate the Presbytery in.. negieeting to ascer-
taini the truth. *We have laborcd. under four different
IPresbyteries, and se far as w'e are aivarc, not one made
specifle, enquiry regarding, our cliaracter and fltness. *Xe
go0 furthier, and say thait, in. a large nuniber of cýases, the
Presbytery bias no official nweg of the Thect that,- er

tain youmg man. lias the iiiinistry in. view.
The *IPre-sbytery wvould. mdeed have gone far in rigorous

exaination of the motives, and eIarýacter, and aIttajumeInts
of the prospective, student before they shlould, ineur
censure iii this duty. At the risk of being dubbed. anti-
quated and improgressive, we would recommneud that thie oid
Scotch customi of "fencing the tables" be revived, anîd ex-
tended te the "feingo" of the colleges. It -wouhd be Nveil
for the Church, m~eI1 for the colleg..e, w~el1 for flhe student.
The Cbuurch w'ould bave a, uninistry of a liigh inteliectual,
moral and spiritutal order; thie college -would be a school of
prophets in aill the dignity of the conception; and the stn-
dent 13cmg thils thrown back introspectiveiy lapon himself,
ivould. realize, Vi ti a coniffetene, perhaps otherw'îse imn-
possible, the sacýircdiess of bis vocation, and thue treiendous
responsibilities wliich it carrnes.

EDITORIALS.


