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The evil resuits of secular and sensational preachiiig are
legion.- Lt destroys ail reverence for sacred things. Howv cari

men and wonîen continue to belie-ve that they are in the house
of God and at the gate of heaven, Mien they are more highly
amnused, than in the circus by the clerical jester %vlio lias taken
the place of the clowvn. They liear the giggles of tlieir fellow
worshippers (?) ail around thern, and they are shocked a littie

at first, but they are soon liardenz-d by the flippant treatrnent
of the thenies wvhich they were once taughit to revere. HOW
can thiey niaintain that deep veneration, that spirit of awful
reverence and adoring hioniage which is tue essence of true
worsbip? The very thouglit of w'orship amidst such sur-
roundings is only a inockery. Lt is Iittlew%%onder that congre-
gations cari be held by tliis method only for a tune. Good
earnest Chistianis are Pained, chilled and starved, and are driven
to, seek a churcli home elsexvliere. And even the carele-ss
crowd, wvho laugh for a finie at the iîizîister's witty sallues,
regard hinî in their hearts as a pitiffûl montebank who bias de-
graded his sacred office for a mniserable dole of applause.
Wlien they are dving and the things of ture and eternity ap-
pear in their true proportion, tliey will no more tlîink of send-
ing for ini tlîan they woul(l of asking spiritual advice froni tlîcir
boon, blaspheming companions. Under tiîe influence of sucli
prE-acling the minister bimself deteriorates nîenta]ly andl spirit-
ually. He misses more and more tbe true conception and
aum of his office. He,;loses ail taste for v'isiting the sick and
comiforting the dying aîîd for grapplinîg persoiîally with the
sin-ner, in earnest warning and solenin appeal. le wishcs:
to niove only ini the exciteîîîent and applause which bis strange
words produce TI somne instances bis own trust in God fails
hini and tue last act of tue sensa-tional draina is to fling lîinself
froni the Tarpeian rock for tue delectation of lus Ixearers, and
abjure tlue faitu whichlie was ordained to (lefend and proclainu.


