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we accopt the many expressions of anxiety
Vo bo deljivered !rom thora ns a sign among
us of God's purpose at the prosent timo.

' The officiai lettor of Vthe Bishops of thle
Anglican Comntunion, assembled in Con-
forenco at Lambhethl in 1878, aiready sug-
gested "«the Observance throughout our
Communion of a Season o! Prayer for the
Unity of Christen(lom, as -well as inter-
cession for the enlargemnont of Christ's
kingdom. The Lambethl Conference -of
1888 «"commended this matter o! Reunion
Vo Vthe special prayers of ail Christian
people, both within. and (se far as it miglit
rightly do so) ivitilout our Communion,"
in prepo<ration for opportunities of f urtiler
action. Similardesireshavo been express-
cd by Eastern Churclies. Conferences have
beon lield between leading men of varieus
communities. Almost ail the Christian
bodies known arniong us, ineluding the
Roman Communion, have, by their lieads,
requested that prayers sheuld ho ottered
this lest Whitsuntide for grace Vo attain te
se great a consummation.

'In tliankfulness te the One Spirit for
these mnnifold signs o! lis operation, Vthe
çvhole Christian Chureli -wvill consider botil
the duty of continucd movement towards
tbis Divine end, and 'will aise mark- ail
borms of action likoly te hinder or lnvai-
!date sncb mnovoment. J3eril thore wouid
ho Vo us ia any haste which wotmld sacrifice
part of our trust, and in any narrowness
wilich. would lirait our vision of Christen-
demn.

1 Tho expansion in laVe years ofVout know-
ledcgo o! the reigioms spirit and work of thle
past, the revived and cultivated love o!
primitive order, and Vthe enthusiasm for
rep)airing failure or careiossness in Vthe

acknoledgmutoe things divine have
yieldcd hanppy resuits; and yet wo cannot

age doos and ought to shed new liglits oit
truth. To refuse te admit sucli liglit, and
its inlicrent warmath is to forfeit the pow-
or of seeing things as they are and to loso
thev~igour o!grorth. IV isIn fact te linit
ourselvos flcally to a cenventional use ot
liard formulas.

' The aspiration aftor tTnity, if it be in-
telligent, is a vast one. It Cannet limit it-
self to restoring whaù is pictured of pnst
outward unity. It must take accouint o!
Eastern Churehes, of non-episcopal Re-
formed Churehes and bodies, on the Con-
tinent, at home, and among the multiply-
ing populations of Vthe new world, as well
as of the Christianising ef Asia and Africa
under cxtraordinarily varying conditions.

'The Roman Communion in -%vhieh West-
ern Christendom once found Unity lias not
proved itself capable o! rotaining its hbid
on nations -%vhich were ail its own.

' At this moment it invites the English
people into reunion with itself, in apparent
unconsciousness o! the position and his-
tory o! the Englîsh Chureli. It parades
before us modes of wvorship and rewvards
o! worship the most repugnant to Teutonie
Christendom and Vo nations wçhich have
becomne readers of the Bible. For Vihe un-
qUestioned k-indliness 'whicli now invites
our common prayers, already gladly olter-
ad, we are thaniful. A11iChristian (Jhurcli-
es must rejoico in thle manifestation of a
spirit of love. The tenderness of un-
feigned Christian charity eau nover bo
-%asted. But thus happy change o! tone,
and the transparent sincerity of the appeai,
maie Vthe inadequacy o! its conception of
Unity more patent. Rtecognition miglit
have lent a mecaning to the mention of te-
union. But, otherwise, whbat is called re-
union,%vould nlot onîy bo our farewell to ail
other Christian races, ail othor Churchos;

conceal f ri ourselves that owing te the but we are te begin by fergetting our ewn
attractiveness o! appearances (rather than Cilureb, by sotting aside trtih regained
of realitics) souno things have been intro- Vhroughi severe sacrifice, ehorished as our
duced among us -%vhich find ne truc place very lite, and believed by us te be the
in the religions lite of the Engiish Churoil. necessary foundation of ail union.Uno
Evidence o! ths appeais in Vthe introduc- solid and permanent cau be baseci only on
tion of manuais for teachuijg and et ebserv- tho common acknowledgmenl, o! truth.
anes ywhir.h do not even halt at medimuval- 4 'On the other baud, History appears to
ism. but merely reproduce modern Roman be forcing upon Vthe Anglic an Communiun
innovations in rituat and doctrine, an 'unsouglit position, an overwhelming

< On thle other liaud, while the stern love,, duty fromt whieh it hiad hitherte slu:unk.
et trutil is still our inheritance front our It bas ne necd te stato or te apologise for
fathers o! Vthe Reformation, Vlicre is some this. Thinkeors, note! its ewn fold, bava
danger lest wo should forget that evory, boldly foroshadowcd thle obligation -%-fii


