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THI AMARANTH.

away; the ice melted from the river, the snow
from the lawn, and every day gave some sign,
in bud or leaf or flower, that spring was cloth-
ing the earth with new beauty. The blossoms
had not yet fallen from the irees, when we
welcomed our wanderer home, and before that
spring had ripened into summer, I gave away
my sweet Agnes to hiin whom shehad chosen,
and in a long and happy unien he has found
that the fond and faithful davghter isonly sur-
passed by the loving and devoted wife.
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TO MY WIFE.,

Tueae may be romance in that gentle fecling
Which visiteth my heart, when, at my side,

I fecl a soft hand through mine quictly stealing,
Yet there is something real in a bride!

For love hath musiz in it far more pleasing
Than the old romance of the feudal line,
Whose dames, in verse, were taught the art of
teasing
Tkeirzed-crossknightsto trudge to Palestine.

It is the romance of fresh thoughts which
waken
Sweetly amid the visions of young years,
Heart-fraught with love, the long tried and
unsheaken,
Too pure for passion and too irue for tears.

Yet gazing on thee, sweet, how thrills my
bosom,
As to my heart I clasp thy yielding form,
For tife bereft of thee would swear no blossom,
Nor would hope's rainbow span my spirit-
storm.
Doubt I that thy young heart will ever falter?
Doubt I mir.c own will ever love thee less?
Thou, who didst give me at the bridal-altar,
Thy heart’s decp wealth of untold tender-
ness?
Oh! never dearest, never, "til the beating
Of this poor heart, which throbs for thee, 1s
o'er!
Never until iy soul, from life retreating,
Takes up its death-march to the spirit shore!

Then as thy lips shall kiss mc to my slumber,
As on life’s verge I say the long good night,
How wili thy Jove my strogghing spint cumber,
While the world recls and fovers oa my sight.

Yet in that distant bourne, where, broken-
hearted,
Thou shalt deem haply that my soul hath
TSy,
Can I but meet thee, when life hath depattes,
My sin-sick spirit shall be doubly blest?

THE FIXED STARS.
Eveny one who is possessed of even a m

crate acquaintance with astron.my, is a
that the distances of the fixed stars far ex
even the most remote of the planets yet
covered 1n the solar system. Indeed, so gr
is the disproportion between them, that i
distance of Herschel, contrasted with the ¢
tance of the nearest of the fixed siars, sw
almost into absolute insigmficance. Hersel
is cighteen hundred millions of miles from§
sun, and no fact has been more satisfactory
demonstrated, than that the law of grayj
operates, positively, from the sun to this plasd
The fixed stars are considered by all modd
astronomers as suns shining by their own of
tive light, and most probably the centres
other systems, of greater or lesser degrecs
magnitude and numbers. In thecourseof i
last hundred and fifty years, some of the 5%
starsappear to havemoved. Thestar Arctus
has moved three minutes and three secondsy
seventy-cight years, it 1s therefore probaly
that all the heavenly bodies wluch are ¢
coverabic with telescopes of the greatest pows
are in subjection to some vast, inconceval]
vast central globe, self-balanced somewhere
celestial space ; and that may be the respied
ent throne of God. This scatiment advang
by 2 distinguished philosopher whose lectad
1 hed the pleasure of attending during a sha
Tesidence in the United States;, is caleutated
fill the mind with wonder and astoniskmd
and to convince us of our insignificancy, &
the imperfect view we take of the astonishy
works of the Divine Architect.

The ncarest of the fixed stars yet observ
is supposed, on good grounds, to be not Id
than 41,040,000,000,000, (or forty onc billiod
and forty thousand millions of miles distass
A distance so great that even hight 1sclf,
velling as it does at the rate of twelve milisd
miles 2 minute, wouald not traversein less
than six years and 2 half! Indeed it has b
thought by some astrenomers, that sowme
the fixed stars are so distant that their higd
kes not Teached us yod, supposing six thousad
years 1o have clapsed sinco they were creaid
How astonishing and overwhelming are ncd
bers like these!  The human mindisnot {075
cd to grasp them, and hardly, perhaps, canas
fimte intellects comceive them. When R
speak of the comparauve remoteness of of
tain tegions of the sterry heavers beyss
athers, and of our own sitvaton v them,
Guestion immediately arises, what 1s the st




