in vain, and which he was at last blessed with

the hope of obtaining. He resolved to mak

her his wife, 2nd accordingly soughtan oppor- | through the gloom that surrounded her pa
tunity of declaring his love. He blindly ima- { But Ius voice was silent in the grave, andh

gined that his birth and wealth would insur
success, forgetting that he possessed not a sin

gle quality that could win theaffectionof a pure

young heart. Athenas, at first, gemly bu

firmly refused his offers, but when he repeated | tify her mind to meet the fate she dreaded wr-ji8
them again and again, she became displeased | something like a spirit of resignation. Wt J
with his perseverance, and repelied him with | heavy heart she went to the window of h:8
This seemed rather to increase than { apartment, and looked out upon the senj
diminish his admiration, and he determined to { sun. As its Jast beams faded in the west, &:
obtain her at any sacrifice. He made known | was forcibly reminded of her father's dj=
his wishes to the brothers, and besought their | hour, and a thrilling feeling of mingled as: 3k
aid. ‘Then was Athenais constantly persecut- { and pleasure crept over her mind, es she fuff
ed with entreatics to become the wife of Ma- | cied his spirit might be hovering near. Sud|
Commands followed entreaties, and | ing on her knees, and hiting her tearful cyess
threats followed commands, until she had | Heaven, she breathed an sudible praver.

scarce 2 moment’s peace. The brothers, see- E
ing a chance of escaping the duty of main- | the company of the immortal gods, to w=i}
taining her, whom they regarded as an incum- | once more the scene of thy former life, Lot
brance, were firm in their resolve to make her | down, I pray thee, on thine unhappy child 2xi 3%
accept the offer, that they feigned 1o consider | guide her safely throngh the perils thet o
advantageous and desireble. They embraced { round. The lessons of virtue which thou
every opportunity 1o throw Athenaie into the | parted, have failed to insure the promised by
now hated company of her admirer—they made | piness, and the rich store of wisdom whrill

disdain.

rulles.
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dispei the light.  Oh, how she longed for b
¢ | father's counsel and advice, to guide h-f§

¢ | was none to whom she could turn for caz
- { solation.

The last day of the three was Jrawing io
1} close, and Athenais had vainly striven to )8

*“Oh, thau dear departed, if thou car'stlesn

her home more wretched than ever,—they | thau bequeathed, has not even purchased :xJE&

wounded her heart by the most unkind andun- | boon of content.
feeling words; in short, they made useof every | thy instructions are nothing. I am liNer
mexzus that cruelty could suggest, te force her | barque moving unguided over the waters, 2%
into a compliance with therr wishes. Weary | speeding 1o destruction. Life that was swee!
of continnal persecunion, and overcome by de- | while shared with thee, is now a burthen tx -
spondency and grief, the unhappy Athenais | wearisome 1o bear, and I pray thee, shade ¢
Sometimes | the deparied, beseech the merciful gods to ke
she was almost tempted 1o yield to the sad fatc { me from the carth, and give me a home wij
that threatencd her, and then, the thoughis of | them and thee.”

knew not what course to pursue.

saenficing Lerssdy where she felt only distike,
aad of bang irrevocabiv united toege and vice,
made her pure hesrt shudder with dread. At
length sheasked and obtained the hoon of three
days respite from solicitaueas, during which
ume she was not te be persecated with threats
o7 entrcatics, of even spoken to on the subject
that gave her so much pein.  This favour was
granted, on cond:ton thatshe werld spend the
tme wmendeavounag to think more favourably
of Narulles and in learning to look upona
unon with him 23 za event which she could
not hop: to avaud.

Those threr days seemed. to Athenass, like
a short respite granted (0 a2 condemned crimi-
nal. Alenc moment a jovous sense of frec-
dom world thnil her heart, and then 2 dark
renembrand o immediately usurp its place.—
Now a ray of hope would shoot athwart her
s, and the the shadows of fear «aistantly

Oh, my father, without the

This invocation, which expressed so (i I
and touchingly the deep sadness of Athenss
was interrupted by the sound of approarkzy R
steps.  She looked up; her fomale atiendx: i
Plarina, had entered the apartment—fear 2218

anxiety were pictured on her countenance. 22 i s,
Athenais felt that some new trouble awate Jif lece
her. Rapidly, and in a low tone, Marina = JJ§ 224
perted her information.  She had, a few n- [ il
ments before, overheard a conversation i+ teat
tween the broihers and the admirer of her s J She
rress. By that. it appeared, Marulles, fearic [ 20d
of losing the prize he so ardently sought. ba § el
obtained from the brothers, permiss.on to we i ber ¢
Athenais without further delay. Every thoy [ less
was prepared. and an eariy hour of thefollow J§ ved |
wmg rmorning was the time appointed for gl zam
ceremony to takeplace.  Their victim’s wishe Ji§ mto
were to be no lenger consulted; she was to el canlc
forced to the altar, and, if she there persevern B 2nd



