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many other excursions, no visible result fol-
lowed.

“ The winter of 1811 passed on without any
preparations contemplative of war, (the before-
mentioned militia act excepted,) notwithstand-
ing the fulminations in Congress against us,
during all that winter: the open avowel of
their designs upon Canada, and the actual
spreading ofthe cloth for Mr. Peter B. Porter’s
war feast, as announced in the committee of
Congress, whereof he was the organ,

“The two internal keys of the province,
viz.—Isle-aux-Noix and Coteau du Lac, were
cither despised or overlooked in that tour, not-
withstanding the importance decidedly given
to the former, especially by the French engi-
neers, and by General Haldimand, who was
an able judge of positions, and who had ex-
pended a large sum of money in fortifying it,
in the former American war.

“ The cause of the neglect I know not with
certainty, but the fact is, that Isle-aux-Noix
was not occupied until some time after the
war, and might have been seized by the enemy,
had he then possessed sufficient military capa-
city to estimate its value. Coteau du Lac was
not occupied until the summer of 1813,

“Not a gun-boat or vessel was built in the
river Richelieu, at, or above St. John's, or even
thought of, until the Almighty threw into the
power of the brave 100th Regiment and a few
artillery, in garrison at Isle-aux-Noix, two of
the enemy’s armed vessels, which were cap-
tured in a most gallant style, by the aid of a
gun-boat or two, built, by order ¢f Sir James
Craig, at Quebec, which had been conveyed
overland to St. John's; and which captures
formed the basis of a flotilla for Lake Cham-
plain, and first suggested the idea of endeavor-
ing to command it.

1t has been matter of surprise to many,
why a number of flat-boats, capable of carry-
ing heavy guns, were never built at Lachine,
to be stationed below the Cascades, at Isle
Perrault, or wherever else on Lake St. Louis
might have been considered most advisable
and convenient, for a rapid movement to at-
tack the enemy if they descended the St. Law-
rence, immediately after passing the rapids of
‘the Cedars, before they could collect together
and form; 1t being certain that their boats
must necessarily sault or pass the rapids un-

connected, and by comparison as it were, in!

Indian-file, or in sections of a very small front ;
consequently, their discomfiture would have
been easy, had they been met immediately
after by a respectable number of our armed
boats, ready and fresh for the attack.”

What is here complained of is, first, that no
results followed Sir George's toug through the
provinces on first assuming the government.
We are rather at a loss to know what results
were looked for, or could have been expected,
to us it appears that all Sir George wanted
was to make himself personally master of the
different points most exposed to attack, and
capable of being easily made defensible ; this
he did by personal inspection, and having
gained the information he required, he was
prepared in case of necessity to make use of
it. 'We do not see that Sir George would have
been warranted, in a young and poor colony,
to waste its resources on works that it was
very uncertain would be required.

The next complaint is, that the winter of
1811 was suffered to pass over without any
preparation contemplative of war. The pas-
sage, we presume, that is here alluded to in
Mr. Porter’s speech, and which we give at
length below,* is as follows : —“In short, i

Mr. Porter said that the house were probably
expecting fron: the commiittee on foreign relations
some explanation of their views in reporting the
resolutions now under consideration, in addition
to the general exposition of them contained in the
report itself. The committee themselves felt that
such explanations were due, inasmuch as they had
only reported in part, and had intimated their in-
tention to follow up those resolutions, should they
be adopted, by the recommendation of ulterior
measures.

The committee, Mr. P. said, after examining
the various documents accompanying the presi-
dent’s message were satisfied, as he presumed
every member of the house was, that all hopes of
accomodation must be abandoned. When they
locked at the correspondence between the two
governments ; when they observed the miserable
shifts and evasions (for they were entitled to no
better appelation) to which Great Britain resorted
to excuse the violations of our maritime rights, it
was impossible not to perceive that her conduct
towards us was not regulated even by her own
senge of justice, but solely by a regard to the pro-
bable extent of our forbearance. The last six
years have been marked by a series of progressive
encroachments on our rights; and the principles
by which she publicly upheld her aggressions,
were as mutable as her conduct, We had seed
her one year advancing doetrines which the year
before she had reprobated.  We hud seen her on¢
day capturing our vessels under pretexts, which
on the preceding day she would have been ashame



