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PROGRESS OF CATHOLICITY IV CANADA.

HE tree of Cenadian
Catholicity, whose seed
was first planted by the
carly  Recollets and
Jesuit  fathers, whose
growth was blessed by
the sainted lawal:the

tree for which a Brebeeuf and a Lai:mant,

following the foutsteps of thein Feavenly

Master, shed the last drop of their mar-

tyred blood ; the tree under whose spread-

ing branches so many fearless soldiers of

Christ fought and died : the tree whose

increase and progress. probably no other

country can equal, that uee indeed s

worthy of the vereration of every trua

Canadian, and its history should hold no

mean place in the anaais of our country.
Confined in s carly history o the

fertile souil of Quebee, its branches con-
tinually muluplicd and its falling seeds
were slowly yet steadily borne to every
point of the D minion, unul to-day each

province boasts, and jroudly w0, of i

Catholic Churches, Catholic eductional

institutions, Catholic  clergy,  Catholic

statesmen and its Catholic representatives
in every wade, business and profession.

A glimpse at our past and a word
regarding our present position, with a fair
view of ourselves in Protestant Ontario,
will form the matter for our present essay.

History tells us, that, left in the hands
of afew worldly, profit secking advent-
urers, slow indeed would have been the
growth of Christianity, in the land first
sighted by Cartier, in 1534, had it nat
been for he endless entreaties of a few
selfssacrificing missionaries.  The gover-
nors and their minions, all absorbed in
the fur trade, thought little and cared less
about the souls of ,the puor heathen
Indizn so long as cach scason added more
1o their cverincreasing, ill-.gotten gains.
Time and again was the scum of Parisand
other cities seat out to people the colony:
year after year, in search of liberty from
the “galleys,” came crime laden prisoners
1o build up.a colony inthenewly discovered

North. But dissatisfaction, discontent and
laziness soon compelled them to relinquish
their labors and in time they sought to
enrich themselves cither by plundering
the Indians of their winter’s earnings or
by following the pursuits of the Indians
themselves.

‘I'hus went things from bad to worse
until the Church, ever mindful of her
duties towards civilization and Christian-
ity, sought o rescuae from the fangs of
paganism, the poor American tribes, and
to bring the consolac on of religion to the
then exiled ron= of France.

With this intent, in the year 1013, four
priests of the order of Recollets, besame
residents of New France.  These are the
irst mentioned in history as being per-
manently stationed in Canada : bat with
the advance of the colony more Recollets
followed, and then zame the much-abused
Jusuits.  Quebee, Three Rivers and
Tadoussar, were the stations  that
witnessed the first Catholie services in
Canada.  About the year 1617 the first
Catholie Church was erccted at Quebec;
1o this church a wonastery for the priests
was attached.  Recolletsand Jesuits were
cmployed at the stations  mentioned.
These same fathers engaged inwissionary
work among the Indians.  Thus were laid
the foundations of Catholicity in Canada.

Although we charged the authorities of
that period  with secking morc  after
personal gain than after the welfare of
the church and colony, there is one to
whom no such charge can be imputed.
Champlain, notwithstanding the fact that
a few madern writers would claim him as
other than Catholic, was ever ready to
serve the few heroic priests and ever
active in the advancement of the Catholic
religion and doctrine.

In 1625 a band of Jesuits sailed aver
10 assist in the blessed work of converting
the savages. \ith these holy men came
the future martyrs, Lalemant and Bre-
bocuf. Now indeed the Word of God
began to extend from the shores of the
St 1.-wrenee, along the waters of the




