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short time before, on account of a sirnilar crime, the Emperor
of Austria had on one day ordered two thousand Jews to be en-
closed in a prison in order to be burnt alive.

Until the latest tiines ail these niarvellous accounts, found in
the chironicles, of the appearance of blood on bread, and espec-
ially on the consecrated wafer, instances of which migrht be
multiplied indefinitely. -vere regardeci a~s pure deceptio n; nor
can it be denied that, in nuinerous instances, fanaticism, avarice
and envy contributed in no small degree to the invention of an
unmeaningr fable, which hiad not the ,;Iightest foundation in fact.
Yet there stili remain soine exaniples in whichi the presence of
blood. in bread wvas supposed to have been actually proved, and
for these no natural explanation could be given until at Padua,
in 1819, at Berlin, in 1848, and afterwards in niany other places,
accurate observations were made, which prove that, in rcality,.
on certain kinds of food, especially on bread, a color bearing a
strikingr resemblance to that of blood is frequently observed.

In Augrust, 1819, there were found, on a plate of bread, at
the bouse 'of a wealthy farmer near Padua, red spots resembling
drops of blood. The bread, which was supposed to be spoiled,
was thrown a-way; but on the followinge day the specks
appeared on new bread. The priest was sent for to bless the
place, but the colors grewv daily more pronounced. Fasts,
prayers, sacraments were in vain. Presently blood appeared on
all kinds of food. Thousands flocked to the famous place, and
were almost unaniniously of the opinion that the circumstance
wvas a punishm-ent from God l'or the withhiolding of corn at the
time of the lust famine. However, an unprejudiced inquirer
(Sette) showed, that the colors consisted by no means of blood
corpuscles, but were the product of vegretable orgranisms, and
wvere closely -celated to the well-known, but sometimes strangely
colored moulds, whieh appear on old and decomposing vegre-
table foods. By producing the sanie color in the bouse of the
priest, he overcame the opinion that it could only occur in the
bouse of one who had been guilty of an offence, and when it
appeaxed later in the houses of a hundred different persons, the
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