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iiutiinate with noue, aiid so shut thcmiselvts out fi-oui the world as sooii
te be known to ail as the Hermnits.

Why sucli a luti should have chosen te bury Iîmefii the Wilder-iness,
wvak liard to ie accouated for-, and ave rise te many a curious conjecture.
Sonie said lie Nvas a political offlender, soîne a criineiil, hiding £roin
justice, soine one thiîîg and somne atiother; but perhaps the inost genenîally
received opinion -'as, that lie liad been disappointed iii love, and, rather
than cross the patlî of bis successful rival, or nieet wviîl the one îvho had
(leceivcd and rejccted bimi, lie had souglit a home iii this rinote region
where the associations would recall nothing, tiiet wais painful.

But, unconscious of or indiffèrent te ail t-his, Mr. Hall pui'sued the
,even tenor of hais way, and, as year aîter year rolied by, hIS neiglibeurs
knewv no niore of hirn than they did wv1îen lie first camne axnong themi.
Neithier letters nor papers caine te hiai, ner wvas Ilic ever known te
correspond wvith any one, and the inystery that hung arouind liiai %vas as
great as ever. Meanwhule inîpoitant changres 11ed taken place in the
surroundings: flic forest wvas rapidly disappearing; a prosperous settie-
mient diedt sprung up; a cîjurcli and sehool-house liad beeni erected ; and a
yeung and talented minister liad recently been settled aîneng thenm. ]But,
in proportion as the place becamne knowîî, «Mr. Hall grew more and îîioî'e
retiring, nnd latterly wvas rarely seen beyond the liinîits of lus owvn garden.

About that timne the great crusade agaîist intenuperance wvas in full
blast, and the subjeet ivas discussed on the platform, ii flhe puipit, and
througli the press. Temperance lecture-s %vere the order of the day-flic
public muina was greatly agitated-and there 'vas a gr-et uprising againist
the clemon drink. The iiister et Mapleton threw imiself iîito the
moveiit, witlî ail luis hcart, and with truc apostolie zeal wveît fron-a
bouse te house to enlist, tic public sympathiy in the good cause. And
when lie thouglît the time liad comle for soîne decided action, lie auinolinced
his intention te discuss thc subject frein tlî- pulpit on a certain Sabbiath.
evening(:

lInpellecl by a feeling lie could îîot accoinît for-, MLýr. Hall attended the
service. As the place wvas crowvdel lie took a seat near thc dooî-, wvliere
he reniaineà unnoticed until the exercises wvere hialf over. Aithoug,.,li
lue liad aidcd iii the erection of tlic building hie liad never been in it
before, and tiiougli centributing te tlîe iniisters' support tluey liad rarely
mnet. For a tinie Mr. Hall toek ne iîîteresti lu wat was said hut sat as
one iii a drcamn, wlîilc mceî-y -ç'as busy recalling tlîe scenes, of otller
days. Roused frein bis revî-rie by the ringiîîg utterances of the yeung
and gifted niaîî before hini, lie leaned forw-ard as if tryiîîg te identify
Ilin withi soine oiue lie lied prcviously known. The longer lie lîad leoked
and listened tlîc greater blis interest, becane, and bis %vliole seul wels;
strangcly cxcited. Ris ag,,itation grew inteinse, lus ,vlioicfranuie quivered
%vitli enlietion, and liding" his face ia biis Liands lie wept bàitterly.

.Wlicîi I -%as a boy, said flic Speaker, I lad one of the lîappiest oflhomes,
and as goed a fthler as ever lived. My niotlier wvas ene of thc excellent
of theeartlî. Mùy every uvisli %vas anticipateid, nîy every waut supplied, and
as 1 tliink, of niy dhildlîood's hîappy days, I sometimes wislî I w-as a boy
1ag1ain. But thc tenipter entered our Eden, rebbed us of peace, and
Nvrecked ail our carthly prospects. 'My father becamne addicted, te drink,
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