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THE BIBLE AND (ONFESSIONS OF FATITH.

. That « the Bible, and the Bible alone, is the religion of Protestants”
l}fan aphorism which, from the days of Chillingworth, has heen a house-
old Word, throughout evangelical Christendon.  Whatever failure there
8Y be in the apractic:ll application of it, it is a principle generally
aclmo"vledg(ad by all classes of Protestants, that the Bible is a Divine
fol-ve 3«‘tion<—inf;‘\llil e in all its utterances—sufficient for all the purposes
dirw ich a Revelation is needed,_ and the.refore a full'and ‘authontatlve
dm?e Ty regarding “what man is to believe concerning God and what
tha{ God requires of man.”  Whatever may be the practical use made of
tn ord, it is the generally 1-0c0gn}sed standard b}: which are to 136
°ip1i the faith aud practice of individuals, the doct_g'mes, worslu'p,‘ dis-
& e ang government of churches, and the constitution and administia-
O nations. “7To the law and to the testimony, if thev speak not
¢ Ng to this word, it is because tlu'rg 15 no light in them.” )

rule the Bille Le thus the inspired, sufficient, authoritative, and t-xclu;%lvn
is of faith and morals, the question may very properly come up: What
Eionge use Qf those formularies conunonly d&%lgnated Creeds and .Conf:es-
top, oL Faith? What need is t.h'ere for. any other .bond of union
88t the members of n Christian society, than just ‘the simple
fa.ithow edgment of the Holy Scriptures as the only infallible mle_ of
the i and practice?  What need is there for any other bulwark against

en 17028 of eryor mind hevesy, than just the requirement fl'qnl {l.“ the
inﬁlll'bm of the churels, of a simplelconfession of a cordial belief in the
n ble teachings of Clod's Word? Would not such an ncknf)\vledg-
witha]se;:ve all the purposes of the most elaborate human formularies, and

Al furnish o more explicit testimony to the Divine authority and
Venerat. Supremacy of Holy Scripture? Would it not be an‘nct ot
Asgem‘l(.)“ for the Divine Word to sweep away all decrees of Synt‘)ds,
the ¢ lies and Councils, and adopt, as the only Term of (‘ommunion,
n rementloned simple formula? ‘
fessio Ply to such questions it may be remarked, that Creeds and Con-
05 of Fajtl, are not intended either to supplant or supplement the
aﬂsumur?s 38 the vule of faith. They are not framed and adopted on the
th aptlon that there are defects in Holy Scripture. On the contrary,
authon':: ased on the absolute supremacy of God's Word. .\V hgteyer
obligat' Y they possess is derived from that supremacy. Their binding
ey, 100 on the conscience is not derived from any man or any hody of
Yrugy Ut from theqy conformity to the Divine and infallible Standard of
teng tznd-d‘}ty‘ That such formularies in the Christian Church do not
a”‘ﬁerbed Mnish veneration for the Sacred Secriptures, as is sometimes

» 18 evident from the fact, that those who are most tenacious of



