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SUMATRA CHILDREN. ¥

How mauy of the readers of this paper

can rell me anything about Sumatra ?
Where it is, what it is, what comes from
there? 1 do not think that it would be a
very diflicult matter to intevest these far-
away  children in the story of Jesus.
There are thousands of such children in
the islands of the sea growing up without
a knowledge of Jesus and his love toward
them.  What are you deing toward send-

ing the Gospel story to them ? If youare

only a little child you can do something,

I'am just going to give you a few gen-
eral facts about Sumatra, and ] want yon
to find out more for yourseli. 1 am not
going to tedl you where it s, forif you
don’t know, you will remember it better
by finding it on the map for yourself.
The island is 1,050 miles Jong and its
greatest breadth is 250 miles. s popu-
Tation is _estimated at between three and
four millions.

The inhabitants are for the most part
Malay Molammedans. — Sl

POSTURE DURING PRAYER.

President Mark Hopkins used to teach |

his students that those who neglected the
natwral attitudes of prayer would soon
lose wlso the spirit of prayer. In not a
few of omr Sunday-schools and congrega-
tions a large minority do not talu- any de-
votional attitude during prayer. DBut they
cannot enter into the prayer and wahe it
their own while they sit with heads np-
right and their eves wander abowt the
room. ‘They reverse the Legend of Praguee,
and not the heleaguering army of (lcm«-nx,
but the blessed urgels of prayer

“ Fold their tents like the Arabs,
And as silently steal away.

eyes. like the fool's thoughts, are wander-
ing over the earth ? 1t is ot a - nestion of
forms and 1o forms, for we cmnot sor
ship except in some attitude and  thiagh
some form, but it is a question of llu, -»c\t,
form,

. health,

'J‘LMPLP ANCE.

A public dinner had been given General
Harrison on one oceasion. At the close
of the dinner one of the gentlemen drank
his health. The General pledged his toast
by drmking water.  Another gentleman
offered a tn.ni, and said: “(,umul] will

“you not favor me by drinking a glass of

wine 2" The General, in a very gentle-
manly way, begged to l)c excused. He
was again urged to join in a glass of wine.
This was fon much. He rose from his
seal and said in the most dignitied manner:

 Gentlemen, 1 have twice refused to
partake of the wine cup. 1 hope that will
be sufiicient.  Though you press the mat-
ter ever so much, not a drop shall pass my
Lips. T uadea vesolve when | started in
lite that 1 would avoid strong dvink. That
vow 1 have never broken, [ am one of a
class of seventeen young men who gradu-
ated at college hwclllu. The other six-
teen menthers of my class now il drunk-
ards’ graves, and all from the pernicions
habit of wine dvinking., 1 owe all iy
my happiness and prosperity to
that u\nlulmu Would you urge me te
break it now ¢”— Youth's Horld.

A HELPLESS GOD.

A missionary, accompanied by a Chris-
tian native, visited a grand heathen temple
Iately in Tnslia, at a phuc called Roosrah.
There was a huge brass god here, weighing
more than hali ton, which used fo be
covered with precious jewels. The visitors
found no worshippers, but the temple door
Joched.  The priest in d).n"c‘ on being
asked the reason of t]m, s.ud “To I\ch
the gad from robbers.

- \\']1.11 did any une mb the god 27

¢ Yes,” said the priest; * some time asgo
a Brahman, who came ]ILIL to \ml.sh.p

“stole all the jewels which the god had op
How ean the heart be praying while the

his right arn. and now we have to keep
the t omp](, locked lest the other arm bLe
stripped too.™

You way be sure that the missionary
was uot slow to declare that a god wh
could take no better care of himsclf than
this was Lardly warth tresting in.



