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"ONLY A.BOY." "Perhaps a missionary."
There wvas a long pause. Tears fihled

Mure tlian lhaif a century ago a fai.thful thie eyes of the old minister. At length
nîiinister, corning early to the kirk met one hie saqd : "This heals tie ache in my
of bis deacons, whose face wore a very reso- heart, Robert. I See the Divine hand now.
luite but distressed expression. May God bless you, my boy. Yes, I think

-I carne early to meet you," lie said. "I you wiil become a preacher."
bavo something on my conscience to say to Sonie few years ago there returned te
you. l-astor, tixere must be something radi- London, from Africa, an aged missionary.
raliiy w'rong iu youir preaclxing and work ; -is name was spoken with reverence. When
there lias been oniy one pierson added to the lie wvent into an assembly the people rose;
'litur('b iii a wvhoie year, and lie is only a whlen lie spoke in public there wvas a deep

10v" silne Prcs stood uncovered before
1 feel it al"lie said. I feel it, but him ; nobles invited hlm to their homes.

00(1 knows that I liave tried to do mny duty, He liad added ai province to the Church
ami I can trust Hini for the results." of Chrxist on eartl , had broughit under tlie

" Yes, yes," said the deacon, "but ' by Gospel influence the most savage of Afri-
their fruiits ye shall know them' ; and one can chiefs, had given the translated Bible
niew nienhber, anti ]le too only a boy, secins til strange trii)es, had enriched wvith valua-
to mne ratîxer a sliit evidence of true faiti lMe kilowledge the «Royal Geographical
andi zeal. 1 doiî't wvaiit to be liard, but 1 Society, and hiad hionored the humble place
bave tlis miatter on my conscience, and I of 'bis birth, the Scottislî kirk, the United

haedonc but iny duty in speaking plainly." Kingdom. and the universal missionary
"True," said the 01(1 ian : " but ' chîant' cause. That man was Robert Moffat.

slufferetli long anti is kinci ; beareth ail Tt is bard to trust 'when no evidence of
things. hiopetx ail tbiings.' Aye. tiiere youi fruit appears. But the harvest of riglit
]lave it: 'lîopeth ail tliings.' 1 have great intentions is sure The old minister
bopes of that one boy-Robert. Some seeci sleeps beneatlî the trees in the humble place
that Nve sow i)oars fruit late, but that fruit; O f Ilis labors, but nmen remember bis work
is generaiiy the most lirecious of ail." bccause of wvbat hie %vas to that one boy andi.Thp old minister wvent to the puilpit tbat wvbat that one boy wvas to the -,%orld."
day -witb a grieved and heavy Iîcart. H1e "Only a boy ! -hrsia essenger.
ciosed bis dliscourse withi dlim anti tearful
eyes. Ile wislied that his work was done JACK THE SOLDIER.
forever, and that lie w'as at rest among the
graves under the biooming trees in the old "Cntd t tsagis res '
içirkcyard. ia soldier now," said one newsboy to, an-

He lingered in the deax' old kzirk af ter other.
the x'est were gone. H1e wisliîed to lie alone. "Yes, you look like a soldier! was the
The place was sacred and inexpressibly dear: nîocking reply.
to im. It liad been Iiis spiritual home from i"I1 amn, tbougb, ail the same," and Jack
his youth. Before tiîis altar lie haci prayed 1straightened himself and looked steadily
over the dead fornîs of a bygone generation,1 into Jim's eyes. "Je.,;us is my Captaili,

amiladwelonîd te cildexîof ne and I'ni going to do everything on the
geneatin ;andber, ys, ere li ha square after this, 'cause hie says so."1genraton an lireyes bee, he adi " That w'on't hast long," said Jim. «IJustbleenl toid at last that luis %vork \vas no wait till you're in bad lc n wu]hnzer ownedl ami] blesse(]. a' ungry, and you'il booki something fastNo one' irnained. No one ? ilya eniollgiî."

boy." "No ; ny Captain says, 'Don't steal,'The' boy 'vasý Robent 'Moffat. He -,atched ,and 1 won't. What I can't earn l'Il go
the treibiing old nman. His soul w.-s filled w'itîîout, and if I'm liIIZPy to steal any
wvith loving synîpathy. H1e went to hlm and tmli utcî oHm esawy

laidbisbau onlis iac govn.waitehin' to sec if any o! His soldiers need"'Wei!, Robert ?"saiti the minizter. heip, and He's ready with it as soon as
" Do you think if 1 wcre willlng to work itiîcy ask for it. Hc'll help mue to do any-

bard for an education. I could ever beconue tlîing Ue's told me to do."
a preacher ?' Wise JTack ! HE: lad learned the secret

-A preacher ?"1 of a happy, useful Christian life.
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