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and nothing else; as for example, for a
party of eight, turbot and salmon, with
doubles of each of the adjuncts, lobster-
sauce, cucumber, young potatoes, cay-
enne and Chili vinegar, and let the
guests assist one another, which, with
such an arrangement, they conld do
with perfect ease. This is undisturbed
and visible comfort. I am speaking
now ouly with reference to small par-
ties. As to large ones, they bave long
been to me scenes of despair in the way
of convivial enjoyment. A system of
simplo attendance would induce a sys-
tem of simple dinners, which are the
only dinners to be desired. The pres-
ent system I consider strongly taiuted
with barbarism and vulgarity, and far
removed from real und refined enjoy-
ment. As tables are now arranged,
one is never at peace from an arm con-
tinually taking off or setting on a side-
dish, or reaching over to a wine-cooler
in the centre. Then comes a more la-
borious changing of courses, with the
leanings right and left, to admit a host
of dishes, that are set on only to be
taken off again, after being declined in
succession by each of the guests, to
whom they are handed round. Yet
this is fashion, and not to be departed
from. With respect to wine, it is often
offered, when not wanted; and when
wanted, is perbaps not to be bad till
long waited for. It isdreary to observe
two guests, glass in hand, waiting the
butler’s leisure to be able to take wine
together, and then porchance being
helped in despair to what they did not
ask for; and it is still more dreary to
be one of the two yourself. How dif-
ferent, where you can put your hand
on a decanter at the moment you want
it! 1 could enlarge upon and partic-
ularize these miseries at great length;
but they must.be only too familiar to
those who dine out, and those who do
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not may congratulate themselves on
their escape. I have been speaking
hitherto of attendance in its most per-
fect state ; but then comes the greater
inconvenience, and the monstrous abe
surdity of the same forms with inad-
equate establishments. Those who are
overwhelmed with an establishment
are, as it were, obliged in self:defence
to devise work for their attendants,
whilst those who have no such reason
ape an example which, under the most
appropriate circumstances, is a state of
restraint and discomfort, but which,
when followed merely for fashion’s
sake, becomes absolutely intolerable.
I remember once receiving a severe
frown from 8 lady at the head of her
table, next to whom I was sitting, be-
cause I offered to take some fish from
her, to which she had helped me, in-
stead of waiting till it could be handed
to me by her one servant; and she was
not deficient cither in sense or good
breeding ; but when people give in to
such follies, they know no mean. It
15 one of the evils of the present day,
that everybody sirives after the same
dull style—so that where comfort
might be expected, it is often least to
be found. State, without the machin-
ery of state, is of all states the worst.
In conclusion of this part of my sub-
ject, I will observe, that I think the
affluent would render themselves and
their country an essential service if
they were to fall into the simple, refin-
ed style of living, discarding every-
tking incompatible with real enjoy-
ment ; and I believe, that if the history
of overgrown luxury were traced, it has
always had its origin from the vulgar
rich-—the very last class worthy of im-
itation. Although I think a reduction
of establishment would often conduce
to the enjoyment of life, I am very far
from wishing to see any class curtailed



