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British Coluilbia and Vancouver
Island issuied their first stamip in 1861,
and it -%vas ot the denomination of
2ï pence, printed in pink, and had the
naines of buth colonies on them.
They are fonnd imperforated, and
perforated 14, the imperforatod being
very rare. ln faict, I think, withont
excaption, it is the rarest of ail B. N. A.
stamps, as very lewv are known to
exist.

The next to follow were the 5 cents
rosa and 10 cents pink of Vancouîver
Izland, arid are priced in cents, as the
accounts of that colouy were kept in
dollars and cents from 1862, during
which tiime those of British Columbia
were expressed in pence. They were
issued about Jnly, 1875, and were
typographed on white paper, water-
znarked a crown and C C, and are found
imiperforate and perforated 14, like the
2ý pence Britièh Colunmbians, are much
rarer imperforate than perforated. As
they were only in use one year- ihen
the colonies becanie united, we eau
tbereby judge the rarity of good used
copies, and Scotts price is not too
high.

In 1866 we have the 3 pence blue,
bearing the names of both colonies,
printed in blue, in shades froni dark
to light, and watermarked crown and
ç C, and is the commonest of aIl the
British Columbia and Vancouver
stamps.

To meet the requirenients of the
change in currency, in 1867, the
deciimal seies camne in use. To save
the coei, of a, ncw plate, they were al
printed froni the saine plate as the
3 pence blue, only in diffièrent colors,
and had the values printed at the
bottom. The colors are-for the 2
cents, brown ; 5 cents, red; 10 cens,
rose-pink ; 25 cents, orange ; $1,.green.
The earliest printings are perforated

14, and sonie measuring 13J. In a
later printing they were air perforated
12k, except 0the 2 cents value. The
10 cents and $1 are found in about the
sanie proportion both wfty8 the 5,
25 and 50 cents are much starcer per-
forated l2ý.

To those making a specialty of
B. N. A. stamps, 1 ivYould advise to -fill
Up their British Columbia as quickly
as they can, as the time wiIl surely
corne when the true vaine of them will
be, more generally known, and couse-
quently the prices wvill advance.

Lik3 rost other countries, they are
not entirely free, froim the counterfeter,
'but as the printîng is 80 poorly
executed, and- are on unwaterinarked
paper, it requires only a coniparison
with a genuine copy to, be able to ýdis-
tinguish the difference.

THE secret mark on the stamps of
Queensland consists of a crown and
the letter Q, embossed faitly- in fact,
being bifficult to *distinguish. It is
nearly the size of the, watermark, and
is iinpressed on the center 6f the
starnp. It exists on ail the ý and 1
pence stamps, on their wxnkd. paper.

THE principle differenc,, bet'ween
the origyinal issue and4the re-engraved
of the 1854-6 1 pence Ted Btampaý of
Great Britain, is in the eyelids, which
are scarcely visible in the original, and
are very plain in the re-engraved
serias.

WB are somewhat late this month
due to waiting for reports us to the
amalgamiation, meetings. We must
apologize for this, but the chance of
securing a '*scoop." was tempting, so
xnuch so, that we held the paper back a
week in order to, have the news in the
matter of amalgamation.


