
34 w 9). Prepanitions wcere immediat ly inade F,)r .rossing the jordan. Spies wvere sent nu-
wla visited J ericho, and after an adveenturous escape returned with an exceedingly encourag
ing report. The people were encamped at Shittini, or the " 'Acacias", a place netar the fuoo

*of the- mountains of Moab, aboxut five miles fruni the Jordan, but they nir, reniove'l to the
immediate vicinity of the river. Ilere they resttd for tbree days beforov thse final advancef;
during this time the necessary preparations for an orderly match were completed.

LzssoN PLAN. I. The Preparation. vs. 5-8. 11. The Promise. vs. 9.13. Ill. The
Passing over. vs. 14-17.

1. TsuE PREPARATnoN. 5. Joshua- tal<es the place of the cloudy pillar and the rod
His name was originally H-oshea, 1'salvation," of Moses. It was to pre-zoA" at a distance of

* (um. 13 : 8 ; Deut. 32: 44) but was changed i,ooo yards, a little ocr ha!f a mile. This
to jehoshua, contracted Joshua, " salvation of wvas in order that ail might see it. Ilad those
Jehovah» tNumn. 13: 16). The G.reek form in front crowded closely after the priesis the
of this name i3 jeýbus (Acts 7: 45 ; Hleb. 4: 8). ark would have been invisible to ail behind,
lie was born in Egypt about the time that anid the fact of God's 3pecial leadership would
Mloses fled to, Midian and was about 84 years not have been sui vividly set forth. This i
of age. lie died at the age of i 10 (J udg. 2: 8). the reasun given for the arrangeaient (verse 4).
Sanctify yourselves-(Ex. 19: 10-14). The 7. This day wiii 1 begin to nntgnify
outtvard rites were only symbolical. The real thee-"' Make thee great." Ife had already
sanctification consisted in " the spiritual purifi- been bighly honored (Ex. 24 :13 ; Deut. 31:
cation, the turning of the heart to God, ins 7), but now hie was ta, stand beyond question
faith and trust in Iiis promise, and in willing in Moses' place and lead theni through "the
obedience to His comrmands, that they might swellings of Jordan as hie did through the Red
rightly take tu heart the wonder of grace Sea " (Josh. 4: 14 ; r Chr. 29: 25 ; 2 Chr.
which the Lord would the next day perfor i r: i). There was no such rebellion agaist
among them."-(Keil.) A simuilar comsmand Joshua as that of Korah. By this miracle his
wasu given on other solerun occasions (Lev. 2o: divine right to the leadership was established
7-8; Nuin. ii : î8; i Sam. 16: 5; Joei 2: beyond question (Ex. 14: 30).
x6). WVe should always prepare ourselves by 8. 1e shal stand stili in Jordan-

pri-te devotion for any serious business ur They were ta enter the brink 9f the river and
for the public worship uf God. Besides main- stand there until the river bcd was dry. Then

taining a- d~evuut frame of mmnd at ail times, they were to advance to the middle of thc
specially grave occasions cail for special spir. channel and remain there iantil ail the people
itual preparation. To-morrow-The ioth: had passed over (vs. 15-17). Next after the
Nisan (4: 19) the fortieth anniversary -if the i priests came 40,000, nmn of the tribes whose
Exodus (Ex. 12: 3) and four days bef'ore the portion svai already alutted on the tast side of
Passover itself. Wonders-"l On the mor- iJordan. They nsarched as the vanguard of
row God ivould bc with thens and reveal His their brcthren to the conquest of Canaan
presence in an extraordinary arnner, viz., by (Nuni. 32: 20; Josh. 4: 12). Tradition says
miracles, therefore they ought also properly to that the womnen and children carne next and
prepare themselves for suc): an advent and, the rest of the army followed as a rear guard.
manifestation of God. "--(Schmnidt.) Wonders Josh. 4: 18 implies that the feet of the people
are rnirculous proofs of God's presence and sank in the soft mud of the bottoni as they
powver. They had been promised in Ex. 34: crossed. The Israelites rnanifested their faith
10 and the fulfilment of that promise was now and obedience by marching ta, the river,
to begin, the waters of the Jordan were to swollen with spning freshets, without hesita-
prove as slight a bannier as those of the Red tion. God will not remove difficulties out of
Sealhad been. our w'ay until ive corne 20 them, but no ob-

6. Joshua spake unto the Priests- stadle in the path of duty is insurmounitable.
Our lesson gives a summary of the events con- Our jordans will roll back %vhen feet conse-
nected %ivith the crossing over without regad- crated by faith touch their brink.
ing very carefully the chronological order. II. THE PRostîsa. 9. Corn*e hither
WVhether this command wvas given on the and hear-A solerzin and impressive invita-

evening before the Passage, or tan the murning ttion. The peuple were now informed of what
of the day of crossing, cannot be decidcd, but was about to ta ke place and anew exhorted to
the former seenis most. probable as the events adore Jehovah, their covenant God, as the
in the folluiving verses could hardly have taken only living ansd true God.
place after the match had begun The Ark 10. The Living God-In contrast with
of the Covenant-The symnbul of God's the gods of thse heathen who lsad nu Fower or
presence (sec Bible Dictionary for a descrip- life. God is represented as "«living' because
tion of it). It wvas the visible sign that God He is watchful over bis peuple and able to de-
,vas in the midst of bis people as their coven- tfend theai. He is 11in the mîdat of" bis
ant God. Pass over b efore the people- peuple in the sense that they have bis con-
The ark, was usually carried in the middle of: tinual presence and protection. -(Schmidt) ;
thse host, but now, as on their setting out froni (Deut. 5. 26; 1 San. 11,'. 26; 2 Kings 19: 4;
Sinai, it isplaced in thevanoýfthe army. It Hos. i1:10o; Matt. 16: 16 ; i Thess. 1 9;
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