.

1899)

Christ's First Disciples

13

II. The Next Twe Discliples.

V. 43. Jesus had gone to Judea to be baptized by
Jobn ; He isnow ** minded” (R.V.) to return to
Galilee, * e findeth Philip.” Whether before
setting out or by the way is immaterial. *‘ Fo/
low me,” be My disciple, imitate Me, learn of
Me, take pdrt and lot with Me.

V. 44- This is evidently given as one reason
why Philip was called.
© V. 45. ** Of whom Moses sm the low. .. ...
write” (see Gen 3:15; 22:18; Deut. 18 1%,
18) ; and of whom ¢‘the prophess” did write,
(see Isa. 53, etc., etc.).  “* The son of [useph,”

ILLUSTRATION A

¢ Laoking (gazing intently) spon Josus,” v. 36.
So ndust every one contemplate Jesus who would
direct others to Him, The witness of John was
very simple and brief, ‘‘It was a small seed,
but it has had a mighty growth.”

“ Behold the Lamb of God,” v. 36. Thisis
what might be called the first gospel sermon. It
was short and the congregation was small, but it
was cffective. The whole congregation was con-
verted, . Significantly enough, the sermon struck
straight for the central truth of Christianity, a
crucified Saviour,

The mission of the teacher, as of the minister,
is to point others to the Lamb of God. John the
Baptist was, in this respect, a model, A famous,
preacher has said, ‘‘ Never preach a sermon by
which a soul could not find its wayto Christ,”
The teacher should as cbnsmlly keep the lead-
ing of souls to Christ in view as the pregcher.

““ They foliowed [Jesus,” w. 37. This is what
made them disciples; not simply following Him
in the way, but all that it led to. It may seem
to us it was easy for these two to follow Jesus. It
should be far casier for us. *‘ Blessed are th
that have not seen, and yet have believed.” Why
‘baye you not followed on to know the Lord ? Is
any work more important than working out your
own sslvation ; is any companionship more de-
lightful than “communion with the Christ? If
you reject the Lamb of God, who will bear away
your gin ? ’

“ What seck ye 1" v. 38. * This was the first
breath of the winnowing fan.” Jesus asks them
why they follow, because He wants them to look
into themselves. So much depends op the mo-
tive, the why, Their answer reveals the need of
the question.

as He was then commonly supposed to be, Ifis ™
divinity and supernatural conception were as yet
known to but few. ¢ Of Nasareth,” the place
where Joseph and Mary lived and where Jesus
was brought up, -

V. 46, ‘“ Can any good thing, etc.?” (Cf. ch.’
8: 52,) Nazareth was an out-of-the-way place,
not once referred to in the Old Testament,
nor in Josephus. :

“ Come ana see” is the best answer to such
prejudice. Nathanael had an open mind; be
came and saw for himselt,

ND APPLICATION

“ Where dwellest thou 1" v. 38 * They
cannot all at once put their hearts’ yearnings
and high hLopes into words. They want to know
more of Him and to see their way more clearly
before they commit themselves, before they con-
fess their new-found, half-formed faith.

“ Coms and se¢,” v. 38. A gracious invita.’
tion at once accepted. If the Master was thus
accessible how much more should the servant be?
He wants all His to echo this precious invitation,
The one who comes and sees will almost cet-

‘I tainly abide and follow.

¢ They abode with Aim,” v. 39. As Hishome
was at Nazareth, He was probably the guest of
some Judean friead or relative, or possibly, mak-
ing the best of some cave in the rocks. * The
Son of Man hath not where to lay his head.”
What would curiosity not give for a phono-
graphic record of their talk that evening !

““ He first findeth Ais own brother,” v. 41. The
first disciple becomes immediately a missionary,
One of the surest proofs that we have found the
Christ is our desire to bring others to Him, so
truly is the missionary $pirit the spirit of the true
Christian. .

“ We have found,” v, 41, implies John's faith
as well as Andrew’s. It seems also to imply
that they had been seeking. ‘‘ They that seek
me diligently shall find me,” Prov. 8: 17,
‘“Seek ye the Lord while he may be found,”
Isa. 55: 6.

““ He brosght him to [Jesus,” v. 43. This im- -
plies something more than mere telling. Aodrew
was thoroughgoing, finishing what be began.
He was able to bring Simon because be had come
himself, The teacher who can merely tell his
class adons Jesus bas little power, He must be




