
Ezra's Journey to jerusalem

dependence upoeu secular incaine and the use le

Or organization. 'Let "Il ai

Orgasissaso thing,"' saYs paul, -,be dunle il

or&Xb decently anîd in order." "Order ai

in the sanity ut the mmlid, the beaitb ut the vw

body, the peace ut the City, the security ut w.

the state"; and, we may add, ",heaven's ficat ti

latw" tor tbe conduet ut the cburcb. Ezra c

urganizad ini caretul detail the perilous and Il

wearisume returfi juurney over tIse ulliPru-s

ductive desert. Had bie siot dunle se, bie i

would bave lîeen respnsible toc tbe ucediess

bardships and fatal niishapa thiat othcrwise 0

wouid have uvertaken thein un these lonelys

wastes. Nor abuuld any nuasýionalY be

sent tu a beathen country, lier any preacher

tu outpuat work in tbe holrueland, witbuut

regular arrangements to inaka provisiun tocr

his inevitabis wants, and tu save bila from

mauly a neediess hour ut worry or privatiun.

organizatioli alone, like tbe body without

the spirit, is dead, but, u1n tbe other band, a

bandtul ut disciPlinled truops are a bundrcd-

tuid more effective thtan al ilu
1,.

Ye are holy sala the Lard, v. 28. lineas,
both as dafinita consecratiun and iii its mure

ordinary signification ut pinus character,
is an indispensabîle requisite

Il-a HoUssa in ail wbo are engagad in the
TeUs Loird's work, aven it tbey lia

memobers ut uniY se seemingiV unimpur-

tant conimittea. As in the old (irecian

gaines, tbe athb'etesi anointedl thamuselves witb

an unguent, that tbey migbt ha quick, agile

and nimiîle in their niovemlents, su there

is toc the Christian an umction in buliness that

givea bis efforts a definiteneas and a power

for- wbicb nu0 suba)titute can he tou 11(. The

words ut an acknowledgediy holy ni ara

alwsys heard witb respect, howevar stam-

mering bis utteranca may Ile; wheraas the

muet eloquent perioda ut the polisbed oratur

ara receivc-d unlY witb incredulity, wban

tbey fa,, frumt lips noterions toc tslmaboud

and inslincerity.
Utail ye meigh themt belote the chiel of' the

priests, v. 29. Ezra marked down what aacb

carrier recived et the start, and tbe anounit

hae handad in at tbe end ut tba
Thea Master juurnay was cbeckad off bY'
AI Wses la tbe bigh priest. Tbe carrier

had to watch caretully lest, tbrough basd-

sness or a temptatiOn to disbonestY, or
ieer lazilies in CarrYing 8o heavy a burden,

e should loue any of it. Nur ougbt we at

ny t me to be less exact in the business

ork ut the cburcb. Surely the Lordeé

urksýhould be a model to the worid, of purie-

uality, exactness and scrupuiogitY in its

onduet. Strictiiesti in accoUnits in nlot only

rufitable to the work itself; it is a sataguard

,gaillet ail onijust and tbougbtleas suspicion
al handling ,the trae-will offerings onto the

Lord," that may arise tront the utterancem

f irrasiponsible persona. And the principle

houid île applied te avarY departinett of lite.

Any appearanca of disbonaaty obould lie

aoided, and aboya ail things the evil itselt.

'Give me goud meaesre : your manter is net

in," urged the customner witb a slY Wiuk.
'My Master in always in." won the daservad

rebuke tronî the bonat employee.

He delirered us irom, the hand of the enemy,

v. 31. somatinis God'a providence in quiet

and mnoen, and somatimeâ it surprises in

startling ftshion. A voice
Th*a oWtins souuded in Auguâtine's aars ini

ý Ss the critical struggle Of his lite.
Cargili was restrainad by another Bucb voice

wben on the brink of suicide in the misery

of a sinful lite. The covenanting Saunders,

,,bin surroundad by the implacab)le dragone

on a narrow bill, cried out, "Twina tbami

about the bill, () Lord, and cant the lap ot

Thy cloak uver os." caRrcelY was the prayer
uttered wben a mist arose and concaaled

t hein from their enamny. But whether openiy

or unuI)served, (iod is ever present to deliver

His uwn trom ail thair perdsa. Consecration,

tasting, prayer, metbud, honastY, are lika

trumpets calling to our aide the protectillg

hosts ot beaven. Against these nu enemy

can ffgbt . Shielded hy themn, nu danger Cala

prove tatal.
And sac Caste te Jerusalem, v. 32. We

need neyer. ha atraid to put Cod tu the test.

The tolie that seek tu hinder us may be a

great multitude, and the ob-

Essec lais stacles like mounitains ;but if
we place OUrSalvsasnd our

affaira in Hie keeping Ha will bring us sately

througb. From the beginning of the jour-

ney, right on tu the end, we may coulet on

Bie protection and belp.


