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welcomeod to your beautiful eity, and also
to mako afow inquiries rogarding soveral
parties who desire to purchaso our wares,
but if my presence is annoying 1 beg a
thousand pardous for the intrusion.”

* My young friend give mo your hand,
andd forgive me; but really these drum-
mers {conmnercinl tourists, il'you please),
have so provcked mo of late that 1 sworo
they ought to be exterminated. Pray be
seated, and if 1 can ntone for iny rudeness
by being of uny servico to you I shall
considor it an honor. Do you anticipnto
remsining in Council Bluffs over Sundny?
If 8o, 1 should he most happy to have
you visit me, and 1 will ondeavour to
make it as pleasant as possible for you.”

‘I regrot oxcecedingly to decline your
kind invitation, but I am booked for
Omaha, where letters await mo."

¢ Oh, but Linsist upon your remnining,
and will have your letters attended to.
Come, now, what do you sny ?*

*Well, I will consent on one condition,
and that is if you will promize to pur-
chase a bill of shirts from me."

* But you informed mo that you were
selling drugs." ’

“Pardon me, I will explain. 1 did not
think my line was drugs until arriving in
the city, when I learned to my sorrow
that the merchants had just rcturned
from marke} and had purchased their
stocks, and that shirts were indeed a
drug. Now, sir, you can bo of service to
me by walking to the hotel to inspect
our patent new fangled, self-veutilating,
coneave and ronvex, double seam, re-en-
forced—""

+ Stop, young man; I have been in
business during the past twenty years,
and tlus is the first time I have been
taken in, I will go to the hotel with
you and purchase a bill of goods, although
I am overstocked. Come and take &
drink."~—J, W. F.in Hatter and Furrier.
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THE INVENTOR.

$10W HE PLAGUES THE LIFE OUT OF HIS POOR
\WIFE.

Ho goes inventing round from |morning
till night, and I havo no peaco or com-
tfort. I didn't object when he invonted &
i firo esoapo, but I did remonstrato when
lio wanted mo to crawl out tho window
one night last winter to sco if it worked
well. Then ho originated a lock for the
door thet woulda't open from midnight
until morning, so as to keop burglars out.
i The first timo ho tried it he caught bis
coat tail in it, and 1 had to walk around
Lim with o pan of hot coals all night to
keep him from froozing.”

* Why didn't he take bis coat off 2"

« [ wanted him to, but he stood around
till the thing opened itself trying to in.
vont some way of unfastening it. That's
William's trouble. He will invent, A
littlo while ngo he got up u eabinet bed-
stead that would shut and opon without
handling. 1t went by olockwork. Wil-
liam got into it and np it went. Bless
your heart, ho stayed in there from Sat.

when it got just so full. ‘The result of
that was I lost all my ringsand a breast.
pin down the waste pipe. Then he got
up a cruteh for a man that could also be
used as an opern glass. Whenever the
man leaned on it, up it shut, and when
he put it to his eye to find William it
flew out into a crutch and =imost broke
the top of his head of.

“ Don't any of his inventions amount
to anything 2"

* He says they do. Ouce he invented
a rope ladder to be worn as a guard ohain
and lengthened out with a spring. He
put it around his neck, but the spring
got looge and turned it into a ladder and
aimost choked him to death. Then he
jinvented a patent boot-heel to crack nuts
with, but he mashed his thumb with it
and gave 1t up. His coal scuttle has
made more trouble than anything else,
It was riveted to the grate, and whon the
fire got low it would turn over and pour
on conl. The rivets got rusty so he

opens at tho right placo. Wo tried it
one morning at church, but tho wheels
and springs mado sush a row that tho
soxton took William by tho oollar and
told him to leavo his fire.ongines at home
whon he camo to worship. Tho other
day I saw him going up streot with the
model of a grain clovator stisking out of
his hip pocket; and he is fixing up an
improved shot tower in our bedroom."”

““Doos he make any money out of his
invontions ?"

“He doesn't appenr to. Tho other
night & man como down and wanted
William to get up a patent umbrelln fast-
ening. Sinco then hoe has wrecked
all the umbrollns and parasols in the
house. Woe haven't a thing to use if it
shonld rain. Now ho's at work on a
combined cat and rat trap. Thecat and
rats go in at. ditYerent ends and eal each
other up—at least he says they will ; and
after that ho is going at a pair of panta-

urday afternoon until Sunday ovoning,lbfms' in ‘Vhi‘fl" & man chn fall down
whon it flew open and disolosod William | Without spraining  his log. Wil
with tho plans and specifications of a | Mmeans woll, but ho's got that mania for
patent wash-bow! that would tip over | ibventing, and I don’t know whore it will

William

end." And the old lady sighed as she
started for howme to see what new incon-
venience her ingenious husband was pre-
pairing to perpetrate.

SMALL ARMS vs, ARTILLERY.

—

Tho last report of ths Cbiof of Ord
nance is strengthened in tho direction of
the uselessuess of the bayonet when the
results of the trinls of military small
arms undertaken by Col. Benton aund
Capt. Greer are examined. 'Tho more
small arms are improved the greater
will be the tendency to fight at “long
bowls.” When, as these officors show,

the service rifle, with sorvice cartridge,
!is amply sufficient to disable, and pos-
: sibly to kill, up to nearly 8000 yards, and
i that & 500-grain bullet fired from any
rifle with a twist suflicient to give tho
necessary rotation will range nearly
8700 yards, and that with a specially
prepered cartridge & longer range can be
obtained, the efficioncy of powder and

“ It is very well to talk about working ; couldn't get it off, and I just sit up in, lead can be batter understood. Of courso

for the heathen,” said one, as the ladies
of the circle put aside thewr sowing, ¢ but

I'd like to have some ono tell mo what | wonld wiggle itself, and now he can't
istop it. Yon can hear that popper going |

I'm to do with my huasband.”
““What's the matter with him 2" asked
a sympathetic old lady.

“ William is a good mar,” continued i vent something to holdit still. Why, he

1 bed and listen to that scuttle all night.
! Then he arranged a corn popper so it

around in the closet, and he won’t let me
i throw it away, because Lo wants to n-

this is too long a range to be cffective,
but still it is on record that when fight-
ing the Russians the Turks used their
Awmerican-made arms effectively at 2500
yards, and that they went into action
with from 100 to 160 cartridges to ithe
men. Can, however, a target at 8000

the first, waving ber glasses in ua argu- | has got a washinb full of inventions. ;yardsbe hitat all® Capt. Greer gives
mentative way, * but William will invent. ; One of them is a prayer book that always | {0 Mr. R. T. Hare, of the national armory



