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THE ECCLESIASTICAL GAZETTE.

communication between any of hLer members, to
afford means of usefulncss fur carnest and active
spirits, sccins n most legiimate field of action in
which I may labor—cndeavoring not merely to pro-
mote union of members, but that full uuty of spirit
whioh mny bo expected nmong those, who profess to
worship together in one kody and in one spiit—to
wait on tho snmmo mimstry, aad give utterance with
tho aame voice to their prayers aud prawes before
the Throno of Graco.

Now, in tho formation from time to time of nuny
such associntions ns this, or any others with kindred
objecty in view, viz., the furtherance of truo religion,
or, as it was stated 1n the distinctive name at fiest
adopted by tho asseciation 1 Loudou~—The Aithng
Missions at Homo nud Abroad,” 1t is very necessary
that we should keop in view certain great principles
of action to guide us: which will scrve to do away
with many oljections sometimes started 1n opposition
to such ussociations, and will bo a useful guido and
rule to thoso who advocate them. Now, ** A Church
of England Young Men's Association,” from its very
name neccsanrily implics its conncction with the
Church, whose name 1t bears; but as I said before,
these associations are new creations, amt there arc

ersons who, on this ground alone, olject to their
jntroduction, and think, because they were hot in
uso in former times, thoy ought not to be allowed
now. It will not be difficult, and may perhaps not
be out of place. to show the fullacy of such an argu-
ment,

Now in all important corporate socicties thero are
certain original principles embodicd in their charters,
which are essential to their existence, and which the
members have no authority over, or liberty to alter.
But in order to carry mto cffect the end of thew
incorporation, they have the power of making and
remaking, amending or modifying, certain rules
and by-lawe, wiich regulate the detail of their
operations; and of dolegating to sub-committees
certain duties, and thus providing for the necessities
of any particalar occasions, or for wmeeting any un

“forscen difficultics in the way of the action of the

corporation itself,

And this is exactly the stato of tho case with the
Church. There are -cortmn principles connected
therowith which are fixed by the Divine Will—certain
fundamental laws which are esscutial to its exis-
tence—certain ordinances withiout which it cannot
exist, The 19th article of our Church deeluves,
s That the visible Church of Chirist 18 n congregation
of faithful men, in the wilnch the pure word of God
is preached, and the sacraments be duly administered
according to Curist’s ordinanco 10 all those things,
that of neccessity arc requisite to the same.” And
elsewhere sho teaches us in her catectusm, that there
are oply two sacraments -*generally neccssary to
salvation, Baptism aud the Supper of the Lord.” In
the preface to her ordination service she teaches us,
¢ That it 15 evident unto all men dibigently reading
the Holy Scriptures and ancient auttiors that from
the Aposties’ timo there have bicen three orders of
ministers 1n the Clurch, Bishops, Priests, and Dea-
cons; "—who are apponted to servo in the office of
the ministry, to preach the pure wond of QGod, and
daly adnumister the boly sacraments. She teaches
us also from the plain statements of Scnipture, that
it is esscential to the fulness of tho sacrament of
Christinn baptism that thero must be the application
of water, and that it must be performed **1n tho name
of the Fatler, aud of tho Sou, and of the Holy
Ghost,” while the giving and recaving of the ele-
ments of bread and wine are cssential 1u the admun-
istration of the sacrament ot the Supperof the Lord.
And also by the adoption mto ber formularies of the
three great Catholic creeds; the Aposties, the Nicene,
and the Athanasian, she has provided for the pro-
malgation of a pure furth and tor hier umty n doo-
trine with the uutversal Cnurchi: on which Christ
promised that tus blessings should rest, and agamst
whiok the gates of hell should never prevail. But

whilo the Church receives ‘her ministry and Sncrn-l
ments ns of divino institution, and her creedsnsn

sacred trust: whilo the furmer havo been uachanged

from the first and are in their very nature uachange-

ablo; and the latter aro consecrated and endeared

ag the peculine oxpression of the Church's faith from

the carliest ages even until nqw—it has been left to |
the wisdom of the Church in all times according as
1t may seemn necessary to provide means for tho efiiee-
tun] dischargoe of her calling, whether of coaverting
the heathen, or building up her own children in the
knowledgo and practice of pure and undefiled reli-
gion.

Changes of circumstances may certainly produce a
species of necessity, requiring the engrafung of new
institutions upon the Church. And when we look
at tho antiguity of the Church, and the extraordinary
changes of circumstances which have attended its his-
tory from the commencement to our own times, we
must wonder at the manner in which it has been able
often tomeet and provide for the emergencies in which
ithasbeen placed. Thishnsbeeneffected in two ways,
namely, first by completing and carrying out indtitu-
tions founded from the beginning—in n manner filling
up and finishing what had alvcady been chalked out
in a bold simple outline; and secondly, by throwing
out new institutions adapted to the peculiar exigences
which n more advanced state of tho church, or of
civil society, or other eircumstances of the times l
required.

To this power of filling up outlines, and supplying
things wanting in matters of discipline, the learned
Iooker vefers, in Book I, ch. iv, of his ¢ Ecclesi-
astical Polity.” In this remarkable passage he takes
a profond view of n great feature in the cconomy of
the Divine Government: namely, that some things
are dircctly revealed, and others are left to be
worked out by a certain machinery adapted to that
purpose; and there i an analogy in tlus respect
batween the Government of the Church and the
physical constitution of men.

There is n remarkable exemplification of this
theory to be feund, for cxample, i the whole nature
of the relations between the Church and the State,
or civil government, nnd tho great and intrieate
system of ccclesiastical pubhic law ariving out of that
relation.  Such a state of things as we now under-
stand by n connexion between the Church and the
State—such as now exists, forexample in England—
was certainly not primitive, for it did not commence
for 3U0 years after Christ, until the reiga of the
Emperor Constantine.  But when it did take effect
it had uothing to do with the essential existence of
the Church ; no commission derived from any civil
authority could confer ministerial office, nor add to
or take frvm tho sacraments or interfere with those
matters of faith which are entrusted to the Charch,
as the keeper and witness of the truth. But though
it introduced a system before unknown, inasmuch as
up to that period tho anti-christian authorities had
been persecutors of the ckurch ; yet there wasin truth
nothing novel in the priaciple apon which the system
was founded, since 1t sprung froin the duty of the chris

tian prince to obey, to protect, und in every way to
favor the true Clitrch, on the ground that he is bound
by the obligatious of Christianity, not onlyin his pri-
vate, but in his public capacity also.. But whether
thero be this conoexion between the Chureh and the

Cuvil Government, as at first established by Constan- |

une, the first Christian Emperor, and as now exists
w Bagland, or whoether the Church, in ceascquence
of the state of parties, be indepeadent of such con-
uexion, as we sec it on this continent, can merely be
regarded as an accidental circumstance, assisting or
unpeding the working of the Church; but in no why,
by any possibility, affecting that which i3 of the
easenco of the Church atself.,  But t.is was not the
only importaut change that was evolved by tho force.
of circamstancos as ttme ran on; and the Charch,”
sometimes wflaenced by individual ageacy, sometimes

| thony.
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were imperceptibly led by somo seeret lifo within,
sometimes answering to outward calls, has met, ov
cndeavored to meet, the difficultics which beset her;

cnd like n skilful general jn the day of battlo, has

hanged her front in the face of the encmy, or redis-
posed her forces, or called up fresh troops to check
the advancing foo.

At this distance of timo, and living as we do in an
age when tho principlo of religious toloration so
prevails, as oven to be in danger nlmost of lapsing
into indifference, it is not casy for us, though we
read the bistory of the carly Christians, and the fiery
persecutions that tried so severcly tho steadfastness
of their faith; it is not casy for us, I sny, to realize
tho nctual stato of socicty at that time, or always to
do justice to the principles by which men were then
actuated.

Ilistorinns usually reckon ten general persecutions
of tho early Christinns provious to the reign of Con-
stantino—the first Emperor of Romo who was con-
verted to Christinnity. The first was under the
tyrant Nero, who Laving sct fire to Rome, threw the
odium of the act upon the Cliristians. Multitudes of
them wero in juence ma ed. Some were
wrapped up in skins of wild beasts and torn and
devourcd by dogs; others were crucified, and others
burned alive; and amongst those wbo suffered about
this time, was the Apostle St. Paul. Thesecond was
under the cold-blooded Emperor Domitian, about
thirty ycars after. Then followed, very speedily,
the third under Trajan; and others, with brief iuter-
vals of rest, under the Emperors Adrian, Severus and
Maximiu, till the seventh persecution occurred under
the Emperor Decius, in the year 248, after Christ,
and was more bloody than any that had preceded it.
‘The Christians were in all pluces driven from their
habitations, plundered, and put to death by torments,
the rack aud the fire.

1t does not concern my present subject to go into
any of tlieso details; but I have alluded to this
merely for the purpose of stating that it was at this

i pertod, uud in consequence of the severity of this

very persccution, under the Emperor Decius, that
Chiristians began to betake themselves to the life of
the hermit, the anchorite or the monk: at first
acting by individual impuise, in order v avoid tho
desolating fury of their persecutors, and afterwards
being formed ioto a systematic rulo and order. The
names of hermit aml anchorite are both derived
trom Greek words, signifying that the persons lived
in deserts and retired pluces ; as in also that of monk,
signifying that they lived each alone.

I mentioned that the persecution under the Enm-
peror Decius, which commenced in the year 248, was
the most cruel of any under which the Christians
bad yet suffered; and at this timo a Christian of the
name of Paulus, a native of Thebes, retired, after
losing his pareats in the persecution, into a distant
part of the country. But a relative, for the purpose
of obtaining the property of Paulus, which was
considerable, threatened to accuse him of what was
then go fatal a crime, viz: that he was a Christian.
Paulus, therefors fled into a desert, and for ninety-
two years lived in a cave, where e attained the
great age of 113 years, rigidly practising all the
rules of the ascetic life. Ho is called the founder of
the Hermits, or Solitaries, and was canonized under
the name of St. Paul, the Hermit. In the year 270
—that is, rather more than twenty years after Paulus
commenced his life of solitude,—another great pa-
triarch of the monastic life, and whose fame is more
widely spread, commenced his career, viz: St. An.
f{e is sail to have been moved by those
words of Scripture, 19 St. Matthew : ¢ If thou wilt
be perfect, go and sell that thor hast, and give to
the poor, aud thou shlt have treasure in Heaven;
and come and follow me.” He embraced the ascetio
life, retired into a deseyt in Egypt, and died there in
tho year 83U. St. Anthony, however, did not, like
St. Paul tho Hermit pass his life in solitude A
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