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THE CANADA

LUMBERMAN,

THE FORESTRY CONOREES.

Tho Aworlean Foroatry Congreas met in an.
nual rossfon August Sth, at St, Paul, Minn,
and aftor an jutoresting sossion of threo days,
adjourncd.

In his annun! addre.s, tho President, Hun.
Goorgo B. Loring, gavo many valuable puints
of informution concerning tho forest area of the
country, tho pine supply, the valuo of the tim

of tho Oluo valley ; but on tho southorn, along
tho foothills and in the valleys of tho Appal.
Inchinn range, it is abundaut and almost un-
touched. It grows rapidly in tho Wostorn
States, oven boyond the Missouri. Tho mil-
hiuns of acroa of oxisting furcsts in this great cast-
ern chain of mountains has not yet boon consid.
ored in tho atatistics of forestry horo prosonted.
Thoir resvurces havo nover beon tnensured, avo

bor mdustry, otc. Hosaid. “Tho forest lands
of the Unitod Statos amuunt to loss than une
fourth of tho ontiro arca. The proportion of
wuwded arca is Joss than in Eastorn, Nurthorn
and Conteal Europe, and is very uncqually dis-
tributod, Norway has two-thirds of ils area
woulad , Swodon gix tonths , Russia nearly vho
third, and Germavy searly one fuucth.  The
countrics having less forest area, arrangod in
order of proportion, from 18 down to § per
cent. aro Belgium, France, Switzerland, Sardin-
in, Naples, Holland, Spain Denmark, Great
Britain and Portugal. West of the lino of prair
jos running sonthwess through Tudiaua, Illinois,
and Missouri to the Indian Tegritory, the cen-
tral prairios, tho dryor plains and much of the
southern bolt of tho Pacific slope ave destitnto
of wood. Thostrecamsin all this great rpgion
aro woro or less fringed with trees of some sort,
and the higher mountains, on the protectedside,
‘have a thin covering of forest. In tho deop val-
Toys of tho westsrn slopo of the Sierra Novadas
ara forests of oxtraondinary donsity, filled with
solt wooded ovorgrocn trees of cnormous size.
* Hero tho sequira gigantea or big treo flourishes
in isolated patchies,whilo tho coast rango is the
homo of the sequira semnivireus, or red wood.
From North Carolina to Louisiana nearly six
tenths of the fann area is wooded, though most
of tho area-thinly, and part of it has been culled
and is in second growth. Including uneccupied
arcas not in farms which ara in forest, someo-
‘thing liko threo fourths of the ontire South is
wooded. Comparing the census roturns of 1670
and 1880,'wo find a decroase of wood lands in
farm areas in Michigan from 41 to 32 per cont ;
in Minnosota from 21 to 15, and 1n Iowa from
16 to 11'per cent, In Nebraska trco planting
has changed tho record from 3 to 10 por cent.
From the'increaso of farms in tho wooded area
Wisconsin has 31 instead 20 per cont. Of the
value and importance of the forests covering
theso areas let mosay :  Next to tho white pine
of tho Northern forests, tho most valuable tree
is undoubtodly the Pinus Australiz, or long
leafed pino of tho southorn coast land, forming
a belt of varying Lreadth, up to 100 and 150
ailes fram the Atlantic and Gul{shores, The
southern pino will come into still greater pro-
aninence, 8 railroad and steamboat lines oxtend
facilities for transportation, which is now being
done with great rapidity
“Tho condition of tho pine tiinber supply of
tho Unitoed States, in connection with the state.
monts I havo made, is interesting. Tho des-
truction of this treo by fire,"and the axe of the
lumberan is very great. Together with the
spruce it is being rapidly consumed, and I think
the following figures will show that the supply
is to obtained hereafer by allowing au exhausted
region timo to recuperate, whilo tho compara
tively. uncut scctions, are resorted to for filling
tho demands of the market. Investigations ro-
contly madoshow that the supply of pino in
Nouw Hampshire and Vermonut is exhausted.
and.that the spruco lumber, at the rato the
cutting is now yoing on, will last in the former
State lwt 7 years, and in tho latter but4; in
the State of Maino tho pine will last four years
and spruce 13 years ; in South Carolina the pins
foreats wall last 30 yors at the present rate of
entting ; in California, 130 years ; in  Arkansas,
300 yuears ; in Pennaylvania, 13 yoars ; in Geor-
gi4,.80 years ; in Lousivina, 10J years ;in North
Caroling, 50 yoars ; in Winconsin, 20 ; in Michi.
gan, 10; in Minucsota, 10 years ; in Misaissippi, ;
150 years ; in Alabama, 90 years ; in Fiorida, 30°
ytara ;in Toxas 230 years. That tho exbausted
foresty fg this list of States can be restored in
time thero is no doubt, and every meansof cul.
tivation and protection should beapplied by the
peaple and the government, bothState and Fed-
eral, each in accordauce with its own jurisdic.
tion.”
“Thotlack walnut, culled from westorn for-
« csts to mecet ¥ lianited though important demand
is really becoming ecarce on tho northern sido

yot comparatisely unknown, and almust un.
tuuched Ly tho axo of the woudman,™

“In addition to this the whito pine of Min-
nosuta is estimated at 6,100,000,000 feet oxclu-
sivo of isolated timbor in birch lands and amidst
other hard wood growth. In Michigan, the
estiater fur the luwer peninsulat cover 7,000,
000,000 feut, Ia tho Saginaw district, 8,000,000,
000 on the atrosmns flowing into Lako Huron,
and 14,000,000,000 un thoso flowing into Lake
Michigan. The upper ponmsular cuntaius
6,000,000,000 more, making 35,000,000,000 feot
in the principal pino districts in Michigau, The
great pine forests of Winconsin aro estimated to
contain $1,000,000.000 oot of lumber, the larg.
est proportion in the Chippowa and Winconsin
disticts. Thoy cover an area of 22,600,000, The
northern boerder of the pine area is loss produc-
tivo than tho areas of the lower latitudes. The
cedar swatnps of Wiacunain scattered tho pino
belt are estiwated to cover 1,365,000 acres, and
to contnin 62,500,000 posts, telegraph poles and
rauroad tics. Thero aro also largo supplics of
tamarack and spruco and valuablo oak timber,
especially in Dunn, Pierco and St. Croix count.
ios, and othor bard woods aro abundant through
thosouthern border of the wooded districts, Tho
anited area of the States south of Maryland and
tho Ohio river is moro than 500,000,000 ncres,
containing nearly 400,000,000 acrcs of forest
land.”

BRITISH COLUMBIA FOREST.

We oxtract from tho Rovort of the Committeo
on Inmigration and Coluaization the following
portions of tho evidence of Dr. George W,
Dawson, I. G. S., Assistant Dircctor of the
Geolugical Survey :—

Q. Will you pleaso inform the Cownmittee as
to the timber reconrces of British Columbis,
the country over which the Douglas pino occurs,
and other timber trees at present or likely in
future to bo of value? The Douglas pine, I
underst. ad, is of tho greatest commercial valuo
just at precent ?- This map (produced, publish
od in Roport of Geological Survey 1679-80) will
illustrato some of theso points. It shows the
rango of tho Douglas fir and some of tho other
important timber trees.  So far, the Douglas fir
or Oregon pine, as it i3 also called, is the only
treo that has attracted much commercial atten.
tion. Tt haa been largely cut and exported. Tt
is found on tho wholo castorn const of Vancou-
ver Island and on the coast of the mainland
opposite to it. It extends northward a litlle
back from the coast as far as tho Skeena River,
and in the northern part of tho interior of the
Province as far north s Tacla aud Babino
Lakes. Tho timber which occurs immediately
on the coast, is, howover, indisputably the best.
There aro magnificient forests there, composed
almost entirely of the Douglas fif, and natur-
ally, on account of the facilitics for shipment,
thoy have attracted the mnost atteution, ‘The
quality of the timber is excellent and tho sizo of
the trees is great.  Ono that was cut down at
Burrard Inlet for the Puiladelphia Ixbibition,
of which a section is in the Parlian:ent gronnds
now, was measurcd to be 305 fect in height, had
o thickness of 8 ft. 4 in,, 20 ft. ahove the
ground, and was perfectly zound thoughout.
Many of theso logs wmeasure as much. Com.
mercially speaking, the modium sized logs are
moro usoful in the will than these exceedingly
Iargo oncs.  The localitics chosen for tho mills
aro sclectod in regand to facility of shipment,
and those now working aro ciiefly situated on
Burrard Intot. In addition t¢ the Donglas fir,
there are a numnbar of other trees in British
Columbia which avo exceedingly valuable, and
which will eventually attract o good deal of at.
teation. Thero is the cedar, which rometimes
attnius & diametor of 17 foot, though goncrally
thozo very largo trees aro moro or less holluw.-
Thero is tho spruce, which iyan oxeeliont wood,
not 80 solt as our spruce on this sido of the con-.
tinont, and & different specios ; tho white pino,

not the saino as tho castern white pine, but pro-
ducing an cqually good wood. As a rulo this
troo is roinote from tho sen coast, eo that it has
beon utilized only to a small extont so far. Tho
homlock, again, grows to a much greater size
than our homlock, and produces good, clean
lumbor, and that tree is found along the whole
of tho coast and over n considerabls part of the
intorior, Tho waplo, which is rather an inferior
wood, oxcopt for cabint-nking purposes, owing
to tho curly grain, is unly found on tho cuast,
Tho oak is contined to tho southorn part of tho
const, and is not in sufficient quautity t be
looked upon as a commercial wood on a large
scale.  Tho yellow cedar or yollow cypross is
anuthor wood that has attracted much notice.
It is fuund chiefly on the nurthorn part of the
coast, and is an oxceedingly fino wood for
cabinot-making, It 8 a close woud, and very
lasting, ponotrated by resmous substances which
proteet fromn decay to a very great extent, and
givo it & peculiar odor.  In the iuterior of the
Province thero is the yollow pine, which inhab.
its the dry southorn part of the plateau, aud is
locally a treo of great valuo. In fact, it is the
wood most used in the interior, in somo districts
oven in proforonce to tho Douglas fir, whers
that occurs, I might etate, in general, that
ovory part of British Columbia 18 amply and
woll provided with oxcellent wood for construc.
tion and other purposes. Thocoast hastho pre-
eminenco in that raspect, owing to the facility
of export and to tho giganticsize of their forests,
duo to tho mildness of the climate and its
huwidity,

Q. Point out the northern and eastorn limit
of tho Douglas fir 2~—Tho northern limit is uu
tho Skeona, and on Tacla and Babino lakes.
To tho cast tho limit is at the Rocky Moun-
tains, It is abundant cven on tho eastern
slopes of the Rocky Mountains, as far cast as
tha Porcupine Hills, and is now being exten.
sively used for construction in the westera part
of the prairie region.

Q. Principally on the rivors that may be util.
ized for bringing it to market ?—On the castern
alope of the Rockies, yes; but on the west the
timber business is carried on by fluating the
logs down rivers as it is here, becauss of the
large sizo of the logs and the rapidity of the
streams. Nearly all the timber cut for expor-
tation on the west coast is drawn out, either by
toams or on small steamn tramways, to the
shure, launched into the sca and towed to the
mill,

Q. Will you give us your opinion as to the
timbor resources of Vaucouver and Queon
Charlotto Islands respectively ?—The chiof dif-
forence between Vancouver and Quoen Char-
lotte Islands, in regard to tunber, is that on a
largo part of Vancouver Island the Douglas fir
is found abundantly, while in the Queen Char.
lotte Islands it isnot found at all. It is replaced
thero by cedar, hemlock and spruco, and the
yollow cypress or yellow cedar. An area of
about 1,900 squarc miles of the ‘flat part of the
Queen Charlotte Islands is covored very densely
with oxcollent timber, but it docs not include
the Douglas fir and tho Islands arorather north
of tho usual merchantilo routes at present, it has
not given rise, so far, to the erection of any
mills. There are very excellent sites for mills,
howover, in tho Islands, particularly at Naden
and Massel Harbors, and other places whom
stroams from the low country reach tho sca.
The tiinber of the Qucon Charlotto Islands X
look upon as onoof the mnost valuable inmediato
resources of the Islands, and as soon as the de-
mand for timber shall increaso a littlo more,
they will, no doubt. bo utilized. Another
feature with regard to theso Islauds is that,
owing to tho huwidity of tho climate, tho woods
have been ve v littlo affected by forest fires,
and oven where large quantities of rotion and
deeayed trunks, of great thicknoss, have accum.
ulated on the ground, thoy lio there and go to
decay rather than burn.

Q. Speaking of tho cedar as & commercial
wond, you say somotimnes it grows to a diawmcter
of 17 feet ; are the trunks covered with branches,
or are thaoy comparatively free from branches
for any cunsiderable distancefrom tho ground ?
Tho cedar is apt to givo off a mumber of
branches, but when it attains large dimensions,
the living bianches are generally near the top.

gonorally.  The Indians sclect tho largest
sound codars thoy find for their magnificent
canves, and tho dimonsions of thoso canoes
ghow how largo such troes may be found wlhen
ono gors to acarch for them carefully. I might
stato, howover, in conncction with tue Queen
Charlotte and Vaucouvor Islands, that, as the
aren of Vancouver is considerably groator than
Queon Charlotto Islands, doubtless tho timber
supply of Vancuuver is moroe finportant than
that of Queen Chaalutto Islands, at loast,
correspondeonco with tho aieas,

Q. What is tho diamotor of tho largest treo
you have socen in British Columbia, and are
thoro vary many of thatsizo or nearly approach.
fug it 1 - I caunot atate prectscly the diatneter
of the largest Duuglas fir I have over soen ;
whon a specimen was solected to send to Phi).
ac¢ Iphia Exhibition, one was choson which was
sure to bo sound throughouut, and there were
larger treesthoy wero not suroabout. This treo
bad a diamoter of 8 ft. 4 in., and a height of
103 ft., and thero wero a great many in the
vicinity of Burrard Inlet approaching to this
sizo, In fact, whole arcas of forest are com.
posod of trees of similar sizo.

Q. What is the averago size of loga sawn in
tho mills at Burrard Inlet 2—I should say the
average sizo must be butween 4 feet and &
feet.

Q. In dinmeter —=Yes, in diameter.

Q. What class of spars can be got out, 1. e.,
their longth aud diameter 2—Spars and n.asts of
any 8ize desirable for shipping can be casily got
in British Columbin, and aro unsurpassed fur
straightness and strength. I believo masts
have Leon usuclly shipped hewn to octagonal
form frem 20 to 30 inches in dinnoter and 60
to 120 foot long. Thoy have been shipped to
special orders as large as 42 inches in dismoter
and 120 fcet long. Yards aro generally from
12 to 24 inches in diameter and 60 to 102 feet
long.

Q. How does the timber at Burrard Inlet
compare with that at Puget Sound, ns to size,
quality and market prices?—=It is probably
about the samo in both places; or Burrard
Inlot, not being as inuch cut into as Puget
Sound, probably contains in proportion to its
area more valuable timbor at the present
time.

Q. Are there any places in Vancouver Island
adapted for tho crection of saw.mills !—A great
numbor of localitica, For instance, in the
vicinity of Cowichan and northwest towards
Comox, where there i3 a largo arca of flat coun-
try covered with fine timnber, Lesides Alborm
Cannl aud other places on tho coast.

Q. Have you any means of knowing tho
principal markets to which British Columbia
lumber and spars aro shipped, the pirices obtain-
ablo in thoso markets, and tho gencral opinion
of its quality 2—T cannot stato the prices obtain.
ed in the markets, It has been shipped to a
snall extent to San Francisco—not in large
quantity lLecause of the duty. A good deal
has been sent to South America, and to Aus.
tralia, somo occasionally to China, and masts
and spars have been exported to England and
France. Its quality, tested by strength and in
other ways, is ox ellent, particularly for masts
and spars, The only respeet in which the
Douglas fir compnres unfavorably with white
pine is its somowhat coarser grain, and that is
conuécted of courso with its greater strength.

The last raft of square timber ot tho secason
has passed through tho Calwmet slides.

Tho Hasting Star says that Rathbun & Son’s
drive 0f 150,000 Jogs has passed through there.

In a description of the great Bell Farm in our
Northwest Territory a correspondent af tho
London Ont., Free Fress says =—Tho farmis ten
miles aquaro, and there is being planted a grand
avenue of 10,000 ypoplar trees, ten miles in
length. Somo of the trees wero panted last
year and aro healthy, and averago from 12 to 15
teot in height.

READZR, if yousuffer from any disorder of the
Liver, Stumach, Buwels, Kidueys, Skin or
Blood, try Burdock Blood Bitters, Nature's
'Eociﬁc medicine for acting on thuse orxans for
the outlet of disease, 25,000 bottles sold in the

Theso vory largo trees are more or less hollow

aalt three months,




