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“TIQNS OF THE TEACHER.
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14 Yoz Been truly caid T by one of the

greatess seholars of the age—Lord Broug-

haw—that, 2 kuewledge of yeading, rit:

ing, arithmetio: and Enaglisiv Gram.

mar, dogs..nat Gua Jify an individual for

she teaching.of youth. - To read weli,
however, is essentiaily necessary. to cver,

onc who proposes to. teach; and no wan or

~woman _cou teach reading who dees not

from hiabit prouounce tie Iypglisk Lan-
gaage with aceuracy and case.  This

‘qualification which stands at the thresheld,

Serse e,
Biighton,

sending oaders, if the
thd subseiber are

us kuow the name of

and may-be called the foundation and'thef
key of knowledze cin ouly be 1cq\m~od Ly
~antivihg mduqry and ]ﬂ,we\crln" .ﬁpplx-
sition. 00" bo..ablo. “fesaienonncowell,
sehien Sl vioet iniprfitnbpalifieation: re-
quitedihy ¥Ewerioteadlierss: -Chitdtenpaye

antbrnens tos.ave -ereatuiva of* ifnitation,
and they will impereeptibly imbibo  the
peculiiiritios of the toacher wl expeeially
his pronuncintion, and i’ that pronwncir-
tirn be inacenrite amd eorrupt, no after
evre or fraining in matwre yeus aill pre.
vent involuntary ULlaned A young
man of sotind mind may ohtain a: much
knowledge of Avithmetie in six mouths s
would Tie sutficient {0 quaiiy him lo cast
up the aceounts of the lavgest mercantiie
house in Canada, but every man-who at
the agé of punberty has commenced to
qualify himself for teaching will adit
that a peried of six ientlis would be too
limited to learn to read aceurately the
works requifred in a third rte school.
Counsellor Haydon, in his autobiograpky,
states that, e saffered much inconvenicnce
when he cntered into socioty dt the close
of ‘his school eareer, frem the trifling at-
tention that was given iu the scheul to
rending and  pronunéiation, compured.
with arithmetic. 1'he dowing, as he calls
‘hith, was eonsidered the bést “arithmetieal 1
i the 'Cl:j‘—'-}’lulﬂu&}.ulﬂ. “He
‘ould -olve all thie arithifietical puzeles
from the “ccuflle to the cube fobt,” jot
‘this sime dorine ‘could #ot read:nccuriite:
ly five linesiof a cominwon ‘newspuper, ior
would: he in-any place; even among -his
private friends in a sceidl cirele, read
aloud;, from the dreadiof. Being lauglied at.
If he had devoted the estra tiing which
he wasted in puzzling arithmetical” ques-
tions in the Chincse language, it mixht
eventually have heen. more Profitable to
‘him in apecuniary way. .

It will "be ‘admitted that every teacher
ought to- bé aequainted iwith English
Grammar. Aund in what does an ac-

LorN

feholut

‘mst? It :anost -eertainly does ot:eonsist
'in being able to parse any, eventhe ‘most
involvedl; or,obscure sentence in' thie' lin-
guage. * Biiglish: Grawmir is;ithe ART
.AND. SctExcy of Speaking rand Writing
the Faglish Languige correetly. This
definition 18 logically a good one, and
from:the time of Lowth to the present; it
‘has never.been disputed:by.any competent
atithority. This patt of the qualifieations
of'n teaclier is ofc of the most difficult-to
be acquired, and it i3 ut the same time one
of the.most' practicul impor(mcz_ and the
‘most uscful: for the evéry.day business'of
lift: The exercise of .xttcnhon,.tlxongbg

langiage, has-always. boen allowed-to:be
.one;of théimost effective-meaits for traiti-
g and amm-mtmw’dxoxnncmalfpowrs.
25 turns tictuind inwardzuponwitself,

.quaintince with Bhglish -Grimmar con:.

and wmemory;. ine studying the: Boglish,
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chuses it to reflect en ils ovin sperations,
and aidy in forming and strengthening that
habit of kel uvamination whieh is so valv.
uble (0 want ux 1 woral, intellectust and
religious being. A partievlar kuowledge
of owr kanguze 18 requisite helove we can

hully apprecie and enjoy the bowatics

and delicacius of our rich and varied
litevature, whether in the rude and sim-
ple ballads of old, er in the woere refived”
writings of modern periods, such a3 those
of Shukspere, Milton, Addizon, Rubertson,
Gibhon, Cowper, Burns, Burke, Seott,
Byron, Wordsworth, Dickens, Mucauley.
Bi-this particnlar knowledge of our lan.
gunge ¥ Lo not mean s 1 have alveady
stated, the ability to parse za English
sentence, but an ability to write with easo-
and accuracy our thoughts aud feclinhs,
and present them to the mindg-of: othera
in living language, which wili be a fuith-
fil mirror of our own minds. The sub-
yject of language is Tntimately interwoven-
f\uth that of.history, und the student of
the lutter finds -at every:turn;.the.advan-
tage of being acquainted with the.general
‘nhtureind’ structate of languages; and of
his ‘own langitage as a foundation. A
teachéd’ who would instreet Ris pupils.
fuithfully in English Grammar, should in
addition to the ability of teaching them to
parse, as it is called,be ako qualifed. to
instruot them in the principles of English

l

camposition, and in erder to be successfu}
Lere, he must have practised the .urt him-
sl ¥t would be preposterous for &
teacher. to-expeet his pupils to-excél in the
composition. of a familiar epistle, while-
said téacher hiadsnever exempliticd. by. kis
own* practice’ tms useful acqairement
which overy mmx who claims to be educa-
tted should u:xdoubted\} possess: - He is.
tho best iustractor-who devetes most time:
in the school to those objects of study
whicly his-piipils will require in- the daily.
pursaits of. Jite,-and which if nét learned,
-at.school must either renmin'uninovi'n,,on
Be acquired at-great, disadvantage amidst.
the absorbing caves and cupioyments of’
wankood. I shall conclude :thise obser-
vations by a -quotation. from..a recens
~LohdoxLl’eripdic:xl~‘o£ high Literary famel
“By the: term,-educated classes;’ we arer
too: apt to consider thosc-only who can
read; write, parse and. gast up wccounts,
and possess such; other Knowledge as may
grow out,.of -these: primary -elements,—
which are not knowledge;but siwply the
tools,, of.,how!cd‘* Zad By mo -meaos
Jeompriscithiat, cdncaur)n, i xs,sssenual

to mdegm&::ﬁa:&irh&:. ‘ahdos .
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