
AMI THINOS ABE YOURS.

ALL THINOS ARE YOURS.
13Y R12V. SAMIUEL MINTON.

"Therefero lot ne macn glory lit men :for ail thinizs are yours . whethsr
Pâtit, or Apoline, or Ceplîme, or the world, or lite, or death, or thIuRs
proent, or thing to cerne: ail aire yours; suad le are Chrlsta; aud
Christ le God*s."-1 Cor. Ili. 21-23.

T JIE apostie's argument enggeste te hie mind eue et the
ijiestimablo priviieges et eur bigh eailing je tbat ail

outwvard thinge and circumetances beionging te this present
werli aire matie te subserve our intorests. Ail things areaours,
net ini the senso wiîicb mati's p'ide aud seit.will regard as tho
essence et possession -that we can de wbat we liko with thoin
-but in the far ijgher senso that we can got frein thein al
%vo reaiiy neeci, that they wvill ho matie te werk tegether for
our individuai ativantage, as much as jf thera wae ne eue ciao
in tho wnrld te be thouglit et. Ail thinge belong te eacb eue
et Christ's people, by suppiyiug aI that tboy require frein
wiîthout te promote thojr spiritual weifare, and onablo thein te
doe their appeinteti werk. Whatover piensuro Qed saes good
for flhom wijj bo cortainiy providcd ; wbatovor p3in ie noedfnl,
aomothjng iihondotgve Mon wili emilo or frown,
(looira i open or ehut, exactiy as tbey wouid desire, if thoy
kuow ail the rcauite.

Wo eau easily sc wby the apestie specifies Iltho world."l
Net ouly overything couneeted with the Christian Church,

aideofe it, tho goneral course et 2vouts, are ours. la oneosene
thoeo thinge belong te ail mon. The sun is made te ehine on
tho cvii and on the gond, anti the raja te fali on the juet and
on tho unjuet. St, Paul toile ns that Ged loft net Hlimseif
-%vithout witne aen te the heathen, in that Hoe gave thein
'< raja frein heaven andi fruittul seaseus, filliug their heax'ts
with food and giaduese." But te ihose on whein the leasons
are thrown away there je oniy a temporary boefit. The world
is thoirs for a passing moment, aud ne more ; it je ours for ever.
Its fashion or outward termni wil paes away, "<the things which
are sccu are temporal," but the blessings we have received
frein thein, sud have been able te convey te others by mocans
et thein, are evoriastiug. The worid, in every phase et it, je
mado te do its part in training us for the skies, and fittiug us
te hear the oternai weigbt of giory which shall ho rovealed in
ns. Ouiy lot us use thera atight, aud ail things are ours.
Only lot us bave faith in Qed, and thon we shail net wish
auytbing that bas bappeued te ns te have been otherwise than
it was. That which you meet vaiued on eartb bas heen takea
away frein yen; but it i8 _4ours far more truly than if it had
been loft witb yen. Tou wiii got more frein the temporary
possession et it, foiiowed by jts boss, than yen wouid have get
from, its centinued possession. Or the desire et yonr heart
bas nover heen granted yen:- but it je yours in a far higher
seuse than if it bad been. You mnight have derived frein it
nothing more than present g ratification. Yen rnay derive
frein it that for which. yen w . tbank Qed for over, if yen eau
oniy bearn te say frein the heart, " «Tby wil ho doue."'

The word "llite"I in itsef weubd add uothing te what je
included iu "lthe world.' Lite and death are te ho taken
together. The ides is, that iufinito wiedorn appoints whether
yen shall romain longer on this eccue et action, or ho remeved
frein it; that as long as yen are kept bore it muet ho good
for yen te romain, and that wben yen are removeti, it muet
ho botter for yen te depart. Lite is youre whiie it baste. As
long as Ged sustains it, Ife bias yot something te do for you
and by yen ; in other words, Ho bias eomothing te do for yen,
sud yen have eemethiug te do for Hiin.

Whether it come te young or obti, if iL fande yen in Christ,
"death l ij yenre. Whea God'e Lime cernes it wiil ho botter

te ho absent frein the body and proseat with the Lord, te ho
deiivered frein the hurden et tho flcsb, and te rcst frein your
labeurs. IlBiessed are the dcad Nvhjcb dis in the Lord." Tbey
do net enter jute 1 "giry "-that is a popular mistake ; but
they do enter into a hapry auticipation et Lt, and ia due time
wiii puot on imrnortality, and shino forth as.the sun in tbo.king.
domnof their Father.

Once more the apostie addae, ais in Rein. viii., l"«Or thinge pro.
sent, orthingste cerne." The refereuceijenet tethis lite aLI
the next, but te that whicb je now actnally taking place sud te
wbat may yot take place, in thie lite. Ho intende te meot the
unesuese ottea areu frein what we cali the uncertain-
tis et the future. Uencnertain jt je as regards our ignorance et
what will bappen ; but if we have faitb in Qed sud a single oye
te Hie glory, wo may teel as calm and ceufident about the
future as if wa bail iL ail in our ewu bande. Nay, wo ougbt te

bc able te fLed far more so. For if tho future was entrusted te
us, we rnight make fatal mistakos in our arrangement of it;.
whilo if we aro viiling to leavo it in our Fatber's bande Hoé
w'i tako cas that notbing j5albs]urt un. Wbatevor other
purposes it may subserve, it wili certainiy be made te cenducc
to our highest gooti. Corne wbat May, it wiil asaurodly bc
ours.

But isthis ail? le our bappinesa and glory tbe ultimato end
ot thie preparatory work? Certainiy rot. As it ismeant te
serve us, so aro wo meant to serve Christ, aud Christ to serve
God. "«Ail aro ynurs; and ye are Christ's ; and Christ is
God's."I Tbe wnrds, IlYe are Cbristse," are slometimes under.
stood to mean, Yo are saved by Cbrist. But in that .aso it
wouid bave boen, For ye are eaved b y Christ, as tbe apostie
wouid bo stating tbe ground ef wbat bo bail said. Whecas,
by the word Iland " lie indicate8saonxething foilowing, ur
rcsuiting frein rit. l3esidee, if be baci reforrcd, to our Iveing
savcd by Christ, thore wouid bo ne anaiogy between the thre
assertions. By eaying tbat ail thinge are ours, be mens that
tbey are in soe way or othor for our bouefit and service.
When, theofore, hoe adds, "1Andi ye are Chriet'a" bois sure)y
thinkinq ef the service wbich wo rendor te Christ, and net of
that which Christ bas rendl3redto us. IL jequito truetbat the
fact of our being Hie in tbe sense ef being redcemed by Hiru,
is the ground of ail tbat ie doue for us ; airitbinge wouid net be
ours unles we were recouciied te God by Christ. But that je
ueýt the Ip<ýtle'e. mtning bote. «He ie t remin.&inz U? te
blessinge bestoecd upen us are te redound te the giory et
Christ; we are ben -; formod and faahiened fer Hie service, bath
presont and future.

ARain, IlYe are Christ'a," baving been givea te Him et
the Pather, net eniy te be saved frem sin, ana te bo proserved
unto ovoriasting lifo, but aise te be the refIectors et Hie giory,
and the chiet agents et Hia univorsal, benqflcence, te ail
etornity.

And what wiii that resuit in? ~b sH eh eeatd
aud ail thinge made te serve Him? Because "lChrist je
God's."l The previous words being rightly underatocti, this
ferme the natural climax. It retors, net te wbat Christ
receives trom, Ged, but te wbat Ged roceivos, and will rcceive,
freni Christ. Ho is Himef very Ged ; but Ho e aise-i very
man. And it je ini this Divine-human nature, as the incarnate
Son, that Ho is, aud ever will be, the image et the invisible
Qed, the shining forth et the Fatber'e glory, and tbe express
image of Hia persan. Ho e "God's"te reveai, asfar as they
ever can be reveaiod te created minds, the power and quali.
tios, tho attributes and perfections, ot the self-existent "I1
Arn." Ho created ail thinge, sud will reconcile ail things.
Hoe was humbied aud exalted, Ho becarne man and died for
man, Ho ascended up on higb, and wiil retura again te earth,
&Il with the soit-same eud in viow, "lthe giory et God tbo
Father." And in tbat manifestation et Jebovah's glery wiit
be feund the richeet bieesing and the highest elevation et ail
intelligent creaturos. Ho alono cau livo at once for Iimiiself
and for others. The intereste et the Creater and the creature
eaa nover bo eoparsted, the crowning preef ot which is seen
in their actual personai, union,and in the marvellons reiatiensbip
iute wbich. Christ's mystical body the Church is te ho brought
with the Fathor and the Son. "lThat thoy ail may bhone,
as Thon, Fathor, art in me, and I in Thee, that thoy aise may
bcoe in Us." We can risc ne higher, and I arn giad te end
at the loftiest peint et olevation.

Aim at this; kcep youir eoe fixed on the paizeofe your high
caiing; make ail thinge yours by L<eing~ wboliy Christ's, as
Christ is wbelly God's.

SUNSHINE.
Tboe's pleuty et sunsbine te sparo fer us ail,

Tbhon jute our lives lot us take it ;
The world, tbeogh brimfui of the giorieus iigbt,

Can ho dark if we chense se te make it.
We muet open aur hearts, ]et the sunlight peur in,

And light up the dark dreary places;
With eunhino witbeut, aud eunhine witbin,

Novermore ueed, we sec gloomy faces.
Lot us eeek eut the livea tbat are cieuded and sati,

Where sunehine perchance bath no'er entored,
And givo te thein freeiy from. our brimming cup,

Where sunsbine and peaco long bave centred.
Oh 1 ail tho world ever thoro's light fer us ail-

Thon into our lives lot us take it;
The worid, thongh brimful et the glerieus iigbt,

Can ho dark if wo cbooso se te make it.


