My Dear MR, GRAVELINE,—

Are you a Protestant or are you a Gatholic 1
—solie say you are thie one, some s1y you are
the other.  Foe nty owa part [ believe you 1o b
a Cathiolic.  You have a pew {n our church, an .
oy the samme yon profess Catholicism.
account 1 beg leave to tequest your part for the

support of the pricst.  You know our ruled 1t
you are poor 1 do notask angthing  But you

appear to me at the head of a fanuly in respect.
able and easy circumnstancss [ believe it would
be injustice n2t to count you among thoee who
arc able and who ought to contribute to the sup.
port of the priest.

It ia true you offered me money at the time *

when I readeced iny service to your wile  Jur
it is not my custont to recewve money wiich nught
seem to be payment for the sacraments wiuch [
administer.

me only that which iz called tithes. My services

are for all, and I nam never so happy as when 1" ing, 10 a higher state of imellectual and moral '

am well employed,
We read in the Gospel yesterday, theze words
of our Lord: “Go show yoursell 10 the pnest

P s S T
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When any one pays me, he pays '
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» for ue, that we mught be made the nghteona res
cof God M, (2 Cannttaend, vy 1 thaok
that a great deal of what ta done by the worhip.
pera of vour aysteiy, 1s virtually 1o take the work
of Chinst out of {11s handa—=1t s tryang to go tha
which Chirist oniy duf, and wiueh e aone conlid
do. [t 2 gong abowr, as the Scoptape says, to
eetahlich our onn pghtconsuess, tnstead of sud.
untuag o the nghteonsness whih 1< iy fath

I conmider that the simple and ¢ usious paaa of
free grace, fa 10 look 1o andd rely afone on the
“merns of our Lord Jeeus Chrnst, who has done
"o God's character and Qovernment, ail that was

" necessary o vindicate and uptiond them o ada ther ,
requsition of glory, aud at the same tune enadie

“Hitn, canaistently with Hig pegtections, to doprase

] pardon and geare to those that trust in Chast as

the alone Saviour.
I find, too, that couatnies that ae Protestant
are mare cahghtensd, more free, mote enterprs-

| progresy than those that ate under the Roman
i Catholic rystem,
For thesge and other reasong which Tunght eau-
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The Papacy clains supremacy over all men.
* I eanunt 1ind,” nvers Gregory VI, ** that whey
the Lord contided to Peter the keyaof heaven and
heil, lie made any exception in favor of kings.
When s V excomiuinicated Elizabeth, he de-
clared the amid Lhizabeth deprived of the pretene
ded righit to the hingdom ot Buogland, and of all
- doaton, digany and puvtege whatsoever ; and
thatail th nobiday and subjects of the ead realm
who have awora to her 1n any measure whatso-
ever, are for ever absolved (rom any sich oaths
and foom all vbligationy of fideuty and allegiance.
We uhewise command all the nobiday, sulyccts,
and others ahuve mentioned, that they do not pre.
sum« to obey her onders, commands or laws for
the future,”  Henry VIEE was by Paul LT < exe
commaumicated, anatheartized, cursed, and cone
demued to eteenai datnaton.”

‘T'he reading of Senptures by the Jauy was ficet
prolubited 10 1229 T'he Counrtl oi ‘T'rent suil
mage emphatcalte deaour.ced thue * peesamption.”
* Lieo XIT (o 1824) calls Bible socretics * deadly
{ pastures and the present Pus desites, to uee

lus own words, ** to join eagerly in their tepro.

!
t

and offer your offering in_testimony of your faith, ' merate, I have come to the determination, and "baton.” For n Roman to potacss a Bible is a
according to that which is prescribed by Mosea™ | [ here declate that determmation, to renonnee the

St. Paul also tells us in one of his epistles that
*¢ the priest has a right to live by the aftar.”

i Romish system.  You will henceforward, there-
i fore, lovk on me sunply as a follower of Chnsi—

You have too much honour aud good scnse not & Catholic, but not a Roman Cathiolie ~a subject

to feel the justice of the demand which I now

wddress to you.
Your affectionate Pastor,

Davocr, Priest.

REPLY.
Axuzrsrsurcy, Feb. 17, 1852,
Rev. Mg, Davoer,—

Dear Sir,—1 acknowledge the receipt of your | me—Matt. x

of King Jesus, but not of the Pope [ know that
tin taking this step I awm expouny myzell to
| many toals, but I have counted the cost. [ re.
‘uember the words of my Divine Master, who
waid: “ e that loveth father or mother more

msademennonr punishable with immps nt ; and
! several young men were recently imprisoned fue
s come.  an Maynooth, it appears from a
Parhamentary return, that a Bible fs scarcely
hnown, and no student 13 required to possess vne,
Peter Deas, the Fikihy, 198 far more important
authonty thete,  “The teaching of the Papacy on
the subject of oatis and solemn cngagements is
| the wrset alrrmng, 80 lar as human socicty e cou-

| than me is not worthy of e, and he that loveth ! cerned,of any  Its other teachings may be equally
sou or daughter more than e is not worthy of ! ar more presnmpsuous and blasphemous; buat they
37, { are wtelligible and patent.  Hete, however, we
The quesuon was once put to me, Why it are lost among easmstaea winch destroy all con-

tetter. ‘The object of it appears to me to be, not ¢

for the purpose of obtar.ing from me any money ' that Roman Catiwbics ate eo numetous? Lrep' &
which you consider due to you, as in order that T ! thatat was because when we are mere infinte we .

may declare to you whether Lam a Roman Cath- ¢ are putinto the hands of the priests to be dealt
olic or a Protestant.
sum of 83, being for the scrvices you may have fromany rescarches after divine truth, exeeptsuch
rendered to my family during the past year, but | 28 they may see fit to gqwve.  "The nund s thus
as to any fature sums, after the declaration which ! pre-occupied, prejuliced and cramped 1 blees
1 now make in this letter, you are not 1o expect | God, however, that T have been enabled to burat
them from e If any of my family should so. | these fetters and enjoy hberty. 1 hiope and pray
ficit your services, you must look to themn to that my fannly alsomay scek and engoy the same
whom that service is rendered, and not to me, ! religious freedom, and that my fellow-countrymen
as my nund 18 fully made up to renounce the Ro- ¢ also may he freed from their present bondage,

1 enclose in this letter the | with by them, and are kept as much as possible :

®lence betwern manand masn. A text-book at
Magnonth, Badly's Theology, says, ** A prouns.
sory oath obligea, unless a legilimate cause excu-~
83"  [Let ussee, they, what some of the legiti
mae causea are ¢ “The indaring a geeates goold,”
“woone  \When the swearer finds, or thinks e
fiade, that the violation of tis oath would tend to
a greater good than ity observance 3 or when the
wtention of the swearer §s aot whit his lips ex-
press’  Same nstructive specimens of lawful or
lwdable evasions are given by Romish authori
ties.  Alphionsus says, wenay not only cquiva-
cate, but confirm the cquivocation with an oath,

mish Church. } and ohtain “ the liberty wherewith Christ makes

You are, no doubt, aware that I have long
been enquiring after spiritual truth,
long perusing the Word of God, and I have been
{ed to see that the doctrines aud modes of wor-
ship in your church, do not correspond with the
New Testement.
tures that * there is but one mediator between
God and man, the man Christ Jesus.” (1 Tim.
ii, 5.) DBut in the Romish system there is a
great multiplicity of mediators. I find in the
New Testament that very little is said about the
Virgin Mary. Ido not read of the Apontles or
early Christians praying to her or worshipping
her. Neither in the Acts of the Apostles, nor 1
aay Epistles is she set forth in any prominent
way, and much less as an object of homage or
prayer. Nay, so far ag [ remember, I do not
think her nainc is mentioned in the epistles of
Paul or Peter, or James or John. But [ findin
your system, that she occupies as minch atten-
tion, if not moure, among worshippers than cven
Christ himself,—I caanot sce how she could ai.
tend to the prayers of all people, 10 all parts of
the world, unless she was posscased of the very
attributes of Deity—unless she was omniscient
and omnipoteat—ueither of which attributes docs
she or can she possess. I find that the nites and
ceremonies —the wotks and penances—as well as
the number of canonized saints, who are to act as

I have been |

I read in the Sacred Scrip- |

jcz\l phases; and as we are eatermg on a struggle f

“for a just canse " A priest may lawfully say
on oath, “ I do not know" of a critne, which has
been confeased to him. ‘The accused or 3 witnesn
. may swear that heis ignorant of a crime of which
he is not ignorant, by understanding that he
ddes not kuow it, “s0 as to give evidence con-
+ bave now made ta you, hasnot been given 1n the ' cerning it ‘The Laterau Council declarcs that
1 secresy of the Coaleauonal. Tintend to give it ! ¢ those are not to be called oaths, but rather per-
 publicnty for the sake of my fellow-men, 10 lead | juries, which are taken coutrary to ecclesiastical
them to enquiry. J. G. utility and the insiliution of the Fathers;” and
the seraphic I'homas Aquinas givesus the reason
why subyeets are reficved of their allegiance to an
—_— cxcommunicated monatch, because * g heretic
A«public attention hasbeenand isconcentrated  canuot govern the fitaful.”  Urban V. declares
on Popery, in its rehigious, ceclesiastical and poliu- , that *“ engagements of any kind, even when con-
finned by oath, with persons guilty of schismn, or
whicli is to eventuate in its success or destruction, | hetesy, though made before their aposracy, are in
we propose to rnumerate a few of those claims and ! themselves rash, unlawful, and void* Nor are
*lying pretentiona which it makes, as i great poli- 1 these mere abstracuoas.  Not to multiply illustra-
tico-ccclesiastical power.  They will be found use- | tions of the uses to which they have been turned,
ful in assisung us 1o dehbesatc on many of thoee | we may point to the cases of John Huss and
demands and discussions with wluch the journals ' Jerome of Prague, who consented 1o appeac be-
are filled Instead of obgerving any order, we t fore the Councit of Consiarce on the faith of a
take them as they occur, and content ourselves @ safe conduct; and who, in violation of the solemn
' with only touching on the various points. ; pledge, were both barned alive, the Council con-
The Papacy claims umversal temporal domi- , sudening that © no prejudices should arise to the
nion over territories.  Adrian IV, wpnting to + Catholic fasth or Churcli’s suniasdiction,™ ¢ such safe
Henry 11 of England, says, that all lands “ upon ! conduct notwithstandiny ™
which the Sun of Righteousness hath shone, do 3  Fven mental rescrvations have been made the

- his peaple free.”"—~Gal. v 1.
Praying that you too may be led to see *« the
truth as it in Jesuy,”
I Yours respectfully,
} Jostrit GGRavRLISE
i P.S.—~Inay here state that the declarrtion ll

s ety

et
POPERY.

mediators and it.tercessors, are in order to propi- | belong to the patrunony of St Peter and of the | groundwork of an enormous supersiructure of im-

tiate or recoacile God to us; whereas Iread in
my Bible, that instcad of its being our work, to
reconcile God, God 13 actually represented as be-

Holy Roman Church.” ] posture  ‘T'o quote from Dens a single dogma, it
The Papacy denies salvation out of its pale. ' is saud, ** tn every promissory oath.however abso-
« Tt is essential,” says Boniface VIII., “to the ! lutely made. certain tacit conditions ate under-

seeching us to be reconciled to Him, for he hath '¢salvation of every human bemng to be subject to  stood ”  For example, anadulteress can deny her

made Him, (Christ,) who kaew na sin, to b2 sin | the Roman Pontifl.”

1 guilt 10 her husband, if she has previously con-



